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MISHLĔ/PROVERBS 20 

 
Shalom, 
In this article I will break down Mishlĕ/Proverbs 20, verse by verse, and reveal some great nuggets of 
truth, by looking at some of the key Hebrew words, as well as cross referencing these verses with other 
relevant verses throughout the Scriptures, in order to help us understand these wisdom-filled proverbs 
in a better way.  
 
This is in no way an exhaustive commentary on these verses contained within this proverb, but is simply 
a continual study on it, with the hope of opening it up before the reader, in order to be a platform for 
further study and meditation.  
Many of the words that are discussed herein, are also discussed in our commentaries of the other 
proverbs, and the reason for this, is not to simply duplicate teachings, but rather, it is done in order to 
give the reader adequate access to that which will further their ability to study the key words contained 
herein, without having to necessarily go and seek the same key words that are used in other 
commentaries, and therefore, this commentary can be used as a stand-alone study, for the relevant 
proverbs that are being expanded upon, while, at the same time, having the advantage of seeing the 
various themes and lessons, that are clearly repeated collectively throughout the great wisdom of all of 
these Proverbs of Shelomoh! 
 
Before we go into each verse, I simply want to remind the reader of what the term ‘proverbs’ means. 

The Hebrew word for ‘proverbs’ is the noun ָמָשל mashal – Strong’s H4912 which means, ‘a proverb, 

parable, a byword’ which in its primitive root form means, ‘to compare, to represent, be like’, and 

comes from the root verb  ל  mashal – Strong’s H4911 which means, ‘to use a proverb, speak in ָמשַׁ

parables or sentences of poetry’.  
 
That is why we are able to understand the words of Messiah, when He spoke in parables by using terms 
such as,  
“The reign of the heavens is like…”, or,  
“The reign of the heavens shall be compared to…”. 
 
A ‘parable’ actually presents the truth very clearly by putting a fresh light on the matter, as it is often 
presented in a ‘story’ format that represents the message being given, using imagery known to the 
hearer, in order to illustrate and shed light on the result of past, current and even future events as 
determined by choices that are made. 

When we look at the pictograph of the Hebrew word for ‘proverbs’ -  ֵלי  Mishlĕ, we are able to ִמשְׁ

clearly see the powerful work of redemption that our Master has brought us, through His Blood, as we 
see this word being depicted in the ancient script as follows: 
 

 
 

Mem -  ִמ: 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as ‘water’, and also carries the meaning of 
‘chaos’ (from the storms of the sea) and can also picture that which is mighty or massive as well as the 
unknown.  
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We are also able to understand this letter as representing the nations, for the nations are often likened 
to the seas in Scripture. Knowing then, that this letter also represents ‘water’, we are able to see how 
this can render for us the meaning of ‘washing’ or ‘cleansing’. 
 

Shin -  ְׁש: 

This is the letter ‘shin’ which in the ancient script is pictured as, , which is ‘two front teeth’ and 
carries the meaning of ‘sharp or press, chew or devour’; which is what the teeth do, and also speaks of 
the sharpened word that comes forth from the mouth as the teeth ‘chew’ or ‘meditate’ on the Truth, 
making what comes forth pure and sharp! It also carries the understanding of consuming or destroying 
– as teeth do to food. 
 

Lamed -  ֵל: 

The ancient script has this letter as , and is pictured as a ‘shepherd’s staff’, can give the meaning of 
‘to or toward’ and can represent that which pushes or pulls a flock in a direction, and can speak of 
authority or a yoke that is used to lead and guide, as well as the ability to bring back by Authority.  
 

Yod –  י: 

The ancient script has this letter as  which is ‘an arm and hand’, and carries the meaning of ‘work, 
make, throw’, from the primary functions of the arm and hand, and it also represents worship or giving 
thanks in the extending of hands as a gesture of this.  
The work of one’s hands is the basic meaning of this letter!  
And this letter also pictures for us the outstretched Arm and working Hand of Elohim, that is not too 
short to save! 
 
When we consider this pictograph for the word that means ‘parables’, we are able to recognise the 
following, being declared: 

CLEANSED BY THE WASHING OF THE WORD  
OF THE SHEPHERD’S WORK OF REDEMPTION 

 
Our Master and Good Shepherd came to cleanse us, through the washing of His Word, coming in the 

flesh, revealing to us the arm of יהוה, which is given to us in order to know the secrets of the reign of 

Elohim, for the light is for those in The House! 
 
As we continue our studies in the Chapters of Mishlĕ/Proverbs, it becomes clear that many of the 
sayings take up similar themes or topics, that have already featured in previous Chapters, and here in 
this Chapter 20 we find a series of saying that express the theme of knowing the difference between 
right and wrong. 
 

Verse 1: 
“Wine is a scoffer, strong drink a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is 
not wise.” 

 
The basic message of this verse is clear in highlighting to us that drinking alcohol in excess is a foolish 
thing.  
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The word that is translated here as ‘wine’ is the Hebrew root word ִין  yayin – Strong’s H3196 which יַׁ

means, ‘banquet, wine, grape’, and is the word that is most frequently translated as ‘wine’.  
While most assume that ‘yayin’ is used exclusively in reference to fermented grape juice or alcoholic 
wine, we need to realise that there are many references in Scripture where this word can also be 
understood as being grape juice.  
While there are many examples I could mention, I will just highlight a couple, to show that ‘yayin’ can 
refer interchangeably to both fermented and unfermented grape juice. Here are a couple of examples of 

verses where the word יִַׁין yayin – Strong’s H3196 is used, yet when looking at the context, needs to be 

understood as meaning fresh grape juice and not a fermented alcoholic drink. 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 16:10 “Gladness is taken away, and joy from the orchard; in the vineyards there is 
no singing, nor shouting; No treaders tread out wine in their presses; I have made their acclamation 
cease.” 
The context of this passage, relates to Elohim’s judgement upon Mo’aḇ for their pride, and part of this 
judgement is in the removal of gladness and joy from the orchards and vineyards.  
Here we are told that there is no singing or rejoicing and that there are no treaders to tread out the 
wine in their presses!  

While the root word ִין  yayin – Strong’s H3196 is used here, it is clear that this reference is referring to יַׁ

that which is tread out in the press, which is grapes – hence there will be no grape juice. Some may 
argue that this is a poetic imagery of allowing the grape juice or ‘yayin’ to become alcoholic. 
We see a similar passage in: 
Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 48:33 “Joy and gladness have been taken away from the orchard and from the 
land of Mo’aḇ. And I have made wine to cease from the winepresses. No one treads with shouting – 
the shouting is no shouting!” 
 Once again, we are given the imagery of the treading of grapes to cease! 

In another clear example of ִין  :yayin – Strong’s H3196 not meaning an alcoholic beverage, is seen in יַׁ

Ěḵah/Lamentations 2:11-12 “My eyes are spent with tears, My inward parts ferment, My bile has 
been poured on the ground Because of the destruction of the daughter of my people, As children and 
the infants languish In the streets of the city. 12 They say to their mothers, “Where is grain and wine?” 
As they languish like the wounded In the streets of the city, As their life is poured out in their 
mothers’ bosom.” 

Once again, the word ִין  yayin – Strong’s H3196 is used here and translated as ‘wine’, yet we need to יַׁ

look at who it is who is asking for this. In verse 11 we see how the children and infants languish in the 
streets! Infants – that is small babies and toddlers!  
The children and infants say to their mothers – ‘where is grain and wine?’.  
We need to understand the clear context here – there is absolutely no way that a child or infant is going 
to ask their mother for alcoholic wine!!! 
While there are many other references I could make, I simply wanted to highlight that we can in no way 

limit the Hebrew word ִין  yayin – Strong’s H3196 as that which refers only to a fermented grape juice יַׁ

or alcoholic wine, but that while it certainly does refer to this in many instances, it can also be rendered 
as the simple reference to fresh or unfermented grape juice. 
 

In the context of this parable though, we are able to deduce that the reference to ִין  yayin – Strong’s יַׁ

H3196 here is clear that it is used to relate to that which has been fermented, as this is supported by the 
use of the term ‘strong drink’ that follows. 
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The Hebrew word that is translated here as ‘strong drink’ is the word ֵשָכר sheḵar – Strong’s H7941 

which means, ‘intoxicating drink, liquor, string drink’, which comes from the root verb ר  – shaḵar ָשכַׁ

Strong’s H7937 which means, ‘to be or become drunk, drunken, make yourself drunk’. 
To be intoxicated, can also mean to be poisoned, and when walking according to the lusts of the flesh 
we can be in danger of being poisoned or drunk with power, greed, lust and coveting fleshly things. 
 
After the incident of fire consuming the sons of Aharon for bringing strange fire, we see the clear 
command of abstaining from wine of strong drink when going in to the Tent of Appointment.  
This may give us a clue as to what Naḏaḇ and Aḇihu were up to before making their own fire to 

approach יהוה, although many would argue that this is not the case, what we do see here is the fact 

that this command is given immediately after the strange fire was offered and rejected, and so we have 
here a very hotly debated topic being set forth in regards to the drinking of alcohol. 
 
The primary reason for the instruction to not drink alcohol, was so that proper right-ruling could be 
administered and the priest would be able to distinguish between the set-apart and the profane and 
between the clean and the unclean.  
One thing is certainly a known and proven fact – and that is that alcohol, in even a very small and limited 
quantity, can cause one’s ability to make sound decisions and have clear judgement be drastically 
affected and while there may be many conflicting views and standpoints on the very tender issue of 
drinking, let us look briefly at some Scriptures that will hopefully shed some much needed insight in this 
regard: 
 
First of all, it is wise to begin this with the following verse in regards to this incident that must teach us a 
vital lesson: 
Wayyiqra/Leviticus 10:9 “Do not drink wine or strong drink, you, nor your sons with you, when you go 
into the Tent of Meeting, lest you die – a law forever throughout your generations” 
It is very clear – do not drink when you go in to The Tent of meeting!  
Why, you may ask?  
The next 2 verses tell us: 
Wayyiqra/Leviticus 10:10-11 “so as to make a distinction between the set-apart and the profane, and 

between the unclean and the clean, 11 and to teach the children of Yisra’ĕl all the laws which יהוה 
has spoken to them by the hand of Mosheh.” 
Based on the events that preceded this command it is fairly obvious that Naḏaḇ and Aḇihu could not or 
rather did not make a distinction between the set-apart and profane, and would therefore be unfit to 
teach the rest of Yisra’ĕl! 
 
As a serving priest, able to make a clear distinction between what is set-apart and profane or between 
what is clean and unclean, being sober is a must!!! 
Sha’ul also gives Timotiyos clear instructions regarding the qualifications of one who desires to be an 
overseer in Timotiyos Aleph/1 Timothy 3: 1-7 and in verse 3 we read that they must not be given to 
wine.  
The use of alcohol and drunkenness has certainly been the cause of many sins or lawless actions. And 
while there may be a strong argument for the use of alcohol as acceptable as can be verified in various 
events in Scripture where there is clearly drinking taking place, what we have to ask ourselves in light of 
the current Torah portion is simply this, “are you serving or not?”  
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The priests would go in to the Tent of Meeting to serve on behalf of the people before יהוה and to do 

so faithfully they were required to be sober-minded in order to rightfully guard to do that which was 
expected. 
As we learn more and more about the Dwelling Place, we are able to clearly see how this portrays and 
foreshadows for us the picture of us being a body together, in Messiah, where the presence of Elohim 
can dwell by His Spirit; and in light of this, we truly understand the words of Sha’ul in: 
Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “Do you not know that you are a Dwelling Place of Elohim and 
that the Spirit of Elohim dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys the Dwelling Place of Elohim, Elohim shall 
destroy him. For the Dwelling Place of Elohim is set-apart, which you are.” 
We are the Dwelling Place of Elohim!!!  
Now, in the Dwelling Place, there are clear procedures and instructions, in regards to its function and 
service, which is clearly covered in the instructions that we study from the Torah; and therefore, we 
must begin to understand that we are ‘in service’, while we are the Dwelling Place of the Most-High; 

and based on this text in Wayyiqra/Leviticus, we cannot move away from the fact that יהוה is making a 

clear distinction, in instructing us to not drink while ‘in service’ in His Dwelling Place. 
Many would argue that this is only for the priests and not for the rest; however, I would like to remind 
you of Kěpha’s words: 
Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a set-apart nation, a people 
for a possession, that you should proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvellous light.” 
We are a royal priesthood… but what for?  
We’ll, let us look at the preceding verse to this one as they are self-explanatory in light of us 
understanding the Tabernacle and its service: 
Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 2:1-8 “Having put aside, then, all evil, and all deceit, and hypocrisies, and 
envyings, and all evil words, 2 as newborn babes, desire the unadulterated milk of the Word, in order 
that you grow by it, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Master is good. 4 Drawing near to Him, a living 
Stone – rejected indeed by men, but chosen by Elohim and precious – 5 you also, as living stones, are 
being built up, a spiritual house, a set-apart priesthood, to offer up spiritual slaughter offerings 

acceptable to Elohim through יהושע Messiah. 6 Because it is contained in the Scripture, “See, I lay in 

Tsiyon a chief corner-stone, chosen, precious, and he who believes on Him shall by no means be put 
to shame.” 7 This preciousness, then, is for you who believe; but to those who are disobedient, “The 
stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner-stone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling 
and a rock that makes for falling,” who stumble because they are disobedient to the Word, to which 
they also were appointed.” 
 
We are chosen to be a people who ‘offer up’ spiritual slaughter offerings acceptable to Elohim through 
Messiah!!!  
This is a clear reference to the work and service of the Dwelling Place, which we now are in Him!!!  
Now, in order to do this effectively and with great joy and assurance of being pleasing to the Master, we 
need to realise that this can only be done while being able to distinguish between the set-apart and 
profane, which can only be done when one is of a sober mind! 
Let us look at the words of Yeshayahu that speaks clearly of the result of drinking instead of serving 
faithfully: 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 5: 11-13 “Woe to those who rise early in the morning pursuing strong drink, who 
stay up late at night – wine inflames them! 12 And the lyre and the harp, the tambourine and flute, 

and wine are in their feasts; but they do not regard the deeds of  יהוה, nor see the work of His hands. 

13 Therefore my people have gone into exile, because they have no knowledge. And their esteemed 
men are starved, and their crowd dried up with thirst.” 
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Drinking certainly leads to having no regard for the deeds of יהוה, and was one of the primary causes 

of a nation who was to be set-apart to be sent into exile! 
 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 28:7 “And these too have gone astray through wine, and through strong drink 
wandered about. Priest and prophet have gone astray through strong drink, they are swallowed up by 
wine, they wander about through strong drink, they go astray in vision, they stumble in right-ruling.” 

Drinking causes one to stray and start to falsify visions and stumble in the right-rulings of יהוה. 

 
In Yeḥezqěl we see a clear picture of the service taking place in the Millennial Reign and the clear 
instruction to the priests: 
Yeḥezqěl/Ezekiel 44:21 “And no priest is to drink wine when he comes into the inner court.” 
 

Eph’siyim/Ephesians 5:15-21 “See then that you walk exactly, not as unwise, but as wise, 16 
redeeming the time, because the days are wicked. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what 

the desire of יהוה is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is loose behaviour, but be filled with 

the Spirit, 19 speaking to each other in psalms and songs of praise and spiritual songs, singing and 
striking the strings in your heart to the Master, 20 giving thanks always for all to Elohim the Father, in 

the Name of our Master יהושע Messiah, 21 subjecting yourselves to each other in the fear of 

Elohim.” 
 
There certainly are many verses that could be added to expand on what I am bringing across here and 
certainly many more that could be used in opposition by some; however, the point I would like to bring 
across, is that we ought to learn from the mistakes of the sons of Aharon who brought strange fire; and I 
echo the words of Sha’ul, in saying that we are living in wicked times and we are to be redeeming the 
time in set-apartness, serving the body in Truth; and my advice is simply this – rather leave alcohol out 
of the equation, as in doing so, you will be continually equipped to serve at any time and be able to 
subject yourselves to one another, in fear of Elohim. 
 
Hear the clear wisdom of these words that Shelomoh gives us, in: 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 31:4-5 “Not for sovereigns, O Lemu’ĕl, not for sovereigns to drink wine, nor for 
princes to desire strong drink; 5 lest they drink and forget the law, and pervert the right of all the 
afflicted.” 
 

Galatiyim/Galatians 5:13 “For you, brothers, have been called to freedom, only do not use freedom as 
an occasion for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” 
Emphasis here is being on serving one another through love – love being obedience and service 
speaking of a priesthood serving the body/Dwelling Place – to do that you must not drink wine or strong 
drink!!! 
 
Many will often refer to the command to bring strong drink to Sukkoth as an occasion and license to 
drink and even get drunk, as they will quote the following verse to justify their need to drink alcohol at 
Sukkoth: 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 14:26 “And you shall use the silver for whatever your being desires: for cattle 
or sheep, for wine or strong drink, for whatever your being desires. And you shall eat there before 

 ”.your Elohim, and you shall rejoice, you and your household יהוה

Both Hebrew words for ‘wine’ – (ִין  .are used here (sheḵar ֵשָכר) – ’yayin) and ‘strong drink יַׁ

Is this a license to drink?  



7 
 

Many may seem to think so at first glance, yet when one properly understands the service of the 
Tabernacle or Temple and then understands the various offerings that are to be brought and offered up, 
then this verse makes perfect sense, not as a license to drink, but rather in bringing what is clearly 
instructed, in order to fulfil the required offerings! 
The ‘drink offering’ of ‘wine’ or ‘strong drink’ was to be ‘poured out’, as an offering: 
Bemiḏbar/Numbers 28:7 “and its drink offering, one-fourth of a hin for each lamb. Pour out the drink 

to יהוה as an offering in the set-apart place.” 

The Hebrew word ֵשָכר sheḵar is used here for ‘the drink’, which was to be poured out as an offering! 

Those who promote the teaching that it is ok to drink strong drink is a ‘false preacher to the people’: 
Miḵah/Micah 2:11 “If a man walking after wind and falsehood has lied: ‘I preach to you of wine and 
of strong drink,’ he shall be the ‘preacher’ of this people!” 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 56:10-12 “His watchmen are blind, all of them, they have not known. All of them 
are dumb dogs, unable to bark, dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber. 11 And the dogs have a 
strong appetite, they never have enough. And they are shepherds! They have not known 
understanding. All of them look to their own way, every one for his own gain, from his own end, 
saying, 12 “Come, let me bring wine and fill ourselves with strong drink. And tomorrow shall be as 
today, even much greater.” 
 
When we grasp the dangers of wine (alcoholic) and strong drink we are able to recognise the clear 
wisdom that Shelomoh is giving here in this first parable of Mishlĕ/Proverbs 20. 
 
WINE IS A SCOFFER, STRONG DRINK A BRAWLER! 
What is a scoffer?  

The Hebrew word for ‘scoffer’ is לּוץ luts – Strong’s H3887 which is the same as the word ִליץ lits – 

Strong’s H3917 which means, ‘to scorn, carry on as scoffers, mock, talk arrogantly’.  
Scorn is described in the dictionary as, ‘open dislike and disrespect or derision often mixed with 
indignation’.  
Scoffers are not silent about their dislike for the Truth and they openly vocalise their hatred toward it, 
and wisdom cries out and says how long will you scoffers scoff!  
To scoff is to mock and show contempt, and this is what sinners do toward the right-rulings of Elohim. 
Those who scoff at Elohim and the need to walk in obedience to His Torah, He will scoff at when He 
comes in vengeance: 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:34 “He certainly scoffs the scoffers, but gives favour to the humble.” 
 
When one is under the influence of wine proper discernment is distorted and vocal dislike for obedience 
is openly verbalised. I am sure most of us have experienced how some get when they have had a drink 
or two; and by that, I mean that they get aggressive toward authority and the need to submit to any 
kind of rules and instructions! 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘brawler’ is ָהָמה hamah – Strong’s H1993 which means, ‘to 

murmur, growl, roar, be boisterous, noisy, cry out, make a loud noise’. 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 17:12 “Woe to the uproar of many people who make a noise like the roar of the 
seas, and to the rushing of nations that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters” 

Here, the root word ָהָמה hamah – Strong’s H1993 is used twice for emphasis, and here in Yeshayahu 

we see how Baḇelon, the great whore is linked not only with Baḇelon the city, but also with all the 
nations that she has made drunk with the wine of her adulteries!  
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This is the whole world system that unifies in opposition to יהוה when He has declared that His 

Anointed One is now to reign on the earth.  
The whore is noisy and stirs up a great noise against the truth!  
So many, in churches today, are being stirred up against the hearing of the clear and undefiled truth! 
The more that the Truth becomes known and made more available for all to see, the more the whore, 
and all her false systems of worship, raise their voice in order to drown out the call to come out of her!  
Because of the intoxicating strong drink of false theologies of the whore many are very boisterous and 
cry out against the Truth. 
There is a twofold message given here in this parable of Shelomoh.  
Firstly, there is the warning against drinking wine and strong drink, and then secondly, we are able to 
learn from this parable the clear warning against the maddening adulteries of the whore that leads 
nations astray. 
 
Shelomoh warns us that whoever is lead astray by wine and strong drink is not wise! 

The Hebrew word for ‘stray’ is ָשָגה shagah – Strong’s H7686 and means ‘to go astray, to err, to 

wander or stray, and to be intoxicated’.  
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 5:20 tells us that many people stray, or are captivated by a strange woman, which is a 
result of turning away from the truth.  
 
These parables teach us the danger of straying away and being joined to the whore who makes the 
nations drunk with maddening adulteries and muddied teachings that poison! 
We are constantly warned, in Scripture, against those who lead astray through falsehood and vain 
teachings, and how they will even come masquerading as teachers of truth yet they are savage wolves. 
Messiah told us to beware the leaven of the Pharisees, which are teachings that deny the Messiah and 
that He is our Master and Elohim! 
 
To summarise: those who are led astray by wine and string drink are fools! 
Our Master warns us against drunkenness: 
Luqas/Luke 21:34 “And take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down by gluttony, and 
drunkenness, and worries of this life, and that day come on you suddenly.” 
The Greek word that is translated as ‘drunkenness’ is μέθη methē – Strong’s G3178 which means, 
‘drunkenness, intoxication’, and is pretty much self-explanatory, yet the drunkenness that is also being 
clearly warned against here, is the maddening adulteries of the whore and here lawless teachings, for 
the Greek word that is derived from this root, is the word μεθύω methuō – Strong’s G3184 which 
means, ‘to be drunk, get drunk’ and this word is used metaphorically in describing those who are made 
drunk with the wine of the great whore: 
Ḥazon/Revelation 17:2 “with whom the sovereigns of the earth committed whoring, and the 
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her whoring.” 
Drunkenness can lead to addiction, and addiction can become a problematic enslavement to the one 
caught in any such addictions, be it to the drinking of alcohol, or taking drugs, or even being addicted to 
materialism and hobbies that cause your focus to be shifted away from our Master, as they get weighed 
down with the need for more, thinking they cannot live without that which satisfies the flesh! 
 

 is saying that if you are not careful you could be weighed down by other things that could cause יהושע

you to become addicted to, causing you to not have the strength to live without it!  
Drunkenness causes one to lose focus and the capacity to think clearly – there are many things in this 
world that can cause us to lose focus and not think clearly about the ways of our Master and Elohim! 
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Verse 2: 
“The dread of a sovereign is like the roaring of a lion; whoever provokes him 
sins against his own life.” 
 
The roaring of a lion is likened here to the terror or dread of a sovereign, which when provoked cab be 
extremely deadly! 

The Hebrew root word that is used here and translated as ‘dread’ is ֵאיָמה emah – Strong’s H367 

meaning, ‘terror, fear, dread, fearsome, terrible, terrified’.  

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘roaring’ is from the root word ם  naham – Strong’s H5098 ָנהַׁ

which means, ‘to growl or roar (of a lion), to groan (of a sufferer)’.  

The Hebrew word used here for ‘lion’ is ִפיר  ,kephir – Strong’s H3715 which means, ‘lion, young lion כְׁ

village’, and comes from the root verb ר  ,kaphar’ - Strong’s H3722 which means: ‘to cover over‘ ָכפַׁ

pacify, make propitiation, atone’.  
The reason I am mentioning this, is that I find this wording here extremely powerful, as this parable 
teaches us a vital lesson on that which is coming on Yom Kippur!  

The reason I say this, is that another word that is derived from this root ר  kaphar’ - Strong’s H3722‘ ָכפַׁ

is the word for atonement, which is ר   !kippur – Strong’s H3725 ִכפֻּ

We know that it is on Yom Kippur that we will hear the final trumpet and our Mighty Master and King 
will come out of His Most Set-Apart Place and take off His priestly robes and put on His Kingly garments 
and come and trample the winepress in His wrath.  
The Lion of the Tribe of Yehuḏah will come with a shout on the day of coverings and will expose those 
who are not ‘covered’ in Him, as His raging wrath will be seen with the coming down of His Arm with 
great fierceness and fire! 
This is what it will be to those upon whom the wrath of Elohim is poured out!  
 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 19:12 is similar to this verse as it states that the sovereign’s wrath is like the roaring of 
a lion! 
Shelomoh is, once again, giving a clear warning in this parable against provoking our Master, Elohim and 
King, for anyone who does so is risking their own life which will not be able to stand against the dread of 
the coming King on the day of His vengeance; and those who are not covered in Him will be severely 
punished and destroyed! 
 

The Hebrew root word that is used here for ‘provokes’ is the root verb ר  aḇar – Strong’s H5674 ָעבַׁ

which means, ‘to pass over, pass through, cross over’.  

What is worth taking note of here is that the Hebrew word for ‘wrath’, which is - ָרה  – eḇrah ֶעבְׁ

Strong’s H5678 and means, ‘wrath, rage, arrogance, overflow, fury, outburst’, comes from this root.  
 

Another key word that is derived from this root ר ִרי  aḇar – Strong’s H5674 is the Hebrew word ָעבַׁ  ִעבְׁ
Iḇri – Strong’s H5680 which in English is ‘Hebrew’ and means, ‘the one from beyond, the one who 
crossed over’.  
Aḇram was the first person to be called a Hebrew (Berěshith/Genesis 14:13) and we recognise this by 
his ‘crossing over’ of the Euphrates River, when leaving his father’s house and going into the Promised 
Land at the call and instruction of Elohim!  
Our ‘passing over’ or becoming a ‘Hebrew’ entails our ability to clearly listen to the commands of 
Elohim and guard TO DO THEM!! 
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As we consider these words that are closely related, we are able to see a wonderful teaching and 
warning being given to us in Scripture! You may ask, ‘how can the words for ‘wrath’ and ‘Hebrew’ be 
linked’?  
As we consider these prophetic warnings being given, and hear the call to come out and be separate, we 
are able to see the clear warning; and that is that if we do not come out and separate ourselves from 
that which defiles, then we shall face the coming wrath of Elohim.  
We who were once not a people and without compassion are now, through the Blood of Messiah, the 
people of Elohim who have obtained compassion and are able to praise Him, who has called us out of 
darkness into His marvellous light!  
 
We have ‘crossed over’ or ‘passed over’ by the Blood of the Lamb, and are hidden from His wrath and 
His ‘passing over’ over His opponents in anger!  

Shemoth/Exodus 12:23 “And יהוה shall pass on to smite the Mitsrites, and shall see the blood on the 

lintel and on the two doorposts, and יהוה shall pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to 

come into your houses to smite you.” 
In these clear instructions, given to Yisra’ĕl in regards to the application of the blood being applied to 

the doorposts, יהוה gave a very severe and clear warning that the houses which did not have the blood 

of the Passover Lamb on the doorposts, would face the death in the house, while those who had done 
as commanded would be ‘passed over’! 
 
The Hebrew word that is translated here, in this verse, as ‘pass on’ in reference to the smiting of the 

Mitsrites is ר ָרה - ’aḇar – Strong’s H5674, from which the word for ‘wrath ָעבַׁ  eḇrah – Strong’s ֶעבְׁ

H5678 comes!  

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘pass’ in reference to יהוה passing over the door of the houses 

that applied the blood of the Passover Lamb is ח  pasaḥ – Strong’s H6452 which means, ‘to pass or ָפסַׁ

spring over’, and it is from this verb that we get the Hebrew word ח  pesaḥ - Strong’s H6543 which ֶפסַׁ

means, ‘Passover, Passover offerings, the festival of Passover’. 
The warning here was clear back then, and the same warning still applies today. 

 would ‘pass on’ and ‘smite’ the Mitsrites, but ‘pass’ over those who had been covered by the יהוה

blood!!! Herein lies a great truth – be covered by the Blood or be destroyed!  
 

We know that the Master יהושע Messiah tells us that unless we eat the flesh of the Son of Aḏam and 

drink His blood, we possess no life in ourselves, and it is through our immersion in His Name that we are 
given access to the partaking of the Passover Meal and Matzot, by which we are marked in our worship 
and sealed in Him, as long as we ‘stay in Him’.  
Having been grafted in by the Blood of Messiah through our immersion and partaking of His Feasts, we 
stay in Him by guarding His word, keeping His Sabbath and Feasts and are able to stand firm before the 
Son of Aḏam.   
As Aḇraham ‘crossed over’ the Euphrates and became the first ‘Hebrew’, we too realise that we who 
have ‘Come out of Baḇel’ (which is located ‘across the river’) have crossed over into the marvellous 
Light of the Master, and being hidden in Him are appointed deliverance and not wrath! 
Tas’loniqim Aleph/ 1 Thessalonians 5:9 “Because Elohim did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 

deliverance through our Master יהושע Messiah” 

As we consider the Day of the wrath of יהוה approaching near, we are able to hear the clear warning: 

CROSS OVER OR YOU WILL BE CROSSED OVER, or PASSOVER OR YOU WILL BE PASSED OVER! 
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Those who neglect the urgent need to keep the Sabbaths and Feasts of יהוה, do not possess life and, 

as a result, the wrath of Elohim remains on them: 
Yoḥanan/John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son possesses everlasting life, but he who does not obey 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of Elohim remains on him.” 
This is a great verse that shows that ‘belief’ alone shall not save you, but it is in the obeying of the 
commands that He will hide you in the day of His wrath! 
 
Another way to understand this parable of Shelomoh, in terms of those who provoke the King to anger, 
is that it is those who ‘pass over’ the need to obey Him that provokes Him.  
When people claim that they do not have to obey the Torah, it provokes our Mighty King and those who 
do so, are setting themselves up to be found uncovered and laid bare, on the day of His wrath, without 
any covering or protection! 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘sin’ comes from the root word ָחָטא ḥata – Strong’s H2398 

meaning, ‘to miss the mark, do wrong, incur guilt, fail to reach’.  
The understanding of sin, being that which missing the mark, is made perfectly clear when 
understanding what the Hebrew word Torah, which is often translated as ‘law’, means.  

The Hebrew word  הּתֹוָר  torah – Strong’s H8451 means, ‘utterance’, ‘teaching’, ‘instruction’ or 

‘revelation’ from Elohim’.  
Other definitions include: ‘information that is imparted to a student; direction; body of prophetic 
teaching; instruction on Messianic Age; body of priestly direction’, and this comes from the primitive 

root verb ָיָרה yarah – Strong’s H3384 meaning, ‘to shoot, throw, instruct, direct, teach’, which 

therefore can give us the understanding of ‘Torah’ to mean the following: 

TO AIM OR POINT IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION and MOVE IN THAT DIRECTION 
 
The Torah gives us our ‘direction’ and bearings, as we sojourn here, looking forward to the sure and 
promised hope of the return of our King and Teacher of Righteousness! 
Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 3:4 “Everyone doing sin also does lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” 
When shooting an arrow or other object to a target, the distance that one misses is measured with a 
cord. The wrong actions of one are also measured against the correct action!  
The Torah is the ‘chord’ or ‘plumb-line that we are ‘measured against’, for we would not know what we 
have missed if there was no measuring line to guide and instruct us!  
Sinners are those who walk contrary to the Torah and ‘miss the mark’ of called for set-apartness and 
obedience to the torah. 
Sin is lawlessness! 
Those who provoke the King, are ‘missing the mark’, so to speak, as they are being lawless and casting 
aside the need to guard and do all that He commands us to! 
The Greek word here, as we know, for sin is ἁμαρτία hamartia – Strong’s G266 which means, ‘sin, 
failure, miss the mark, to miss or wander from the path of uprightness and honour, to do or go 
wrong’, and also carries the meaning of, ‘wandering from the law of Elohim, violate the law of Elohim’.   
The Greek word used for ‘lawlessness’ is ἀνομία  anomia – Strong’s G458 meaning, ‘lawlessness or 
lawless deeds, unrighteousness’ and comes from the word ἄνομος anomos – Strong’s G459 meaning, 
‘lawless or without law, transgressors’.  
 
This verse spells it out very plainly for those who seem to miss the fact that to not walk in the Torah is 
sin! It is as though Yoḥanan was spelling out this fact very bluntly and straightforward for those who 
struggle with a Greek mind-set and see no need to walk in the Torah – well, right here in the Greek it is 
clear – If you are lawless (that is to walk contrary to the Torah) then you are indeed sinning! 
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ἁμαρτία hamartia – Strong’s G266 is ἀνομία  anomia – Strong’s G458 
 
Titos/Titus 2:11-14 “For the saving Gift of Elohim has appeared to all men, 12 instructing us to 
renounce wickedness and worldly lusts, and to live sensibly, righteously, and reverently in the present 
age, 13 looking for the blessed expectation and esteemed appearance of the great Elohim and our 

Saviour יהושע Messiah, 14 who gave Himself for us, to redeem us from all lawlessness and to cleanse 

for Himself a people, His own possession, ardent for good works.” 
The Greek word that is translated here as ‘redeem’ is λυτρόω lutroō – Strong’s G3084 which literally 
means, ‘to release by paying a ransom, redeem’. 
In other words, Messiah has paid the price for us and released us from lawlessness by paying the 
ransom for our lives with His Blood. 
Sha’ul tells us in: 
Romiyim/Romans 6:18 “And having been set free from sin, you became servants of righteousness.” 

So, in other words, we can see that The Master יהושע Messiah has redeemed us and set us free from 

all lawlessness and sin, in order that we never wander from or violate the Torah. 
The one who sins and wanders from or violates the Torah by refusing to walk in it injures himself! 
 
Provoke the King by neglecting to guard His commands then you are sinning against your own life, which 
means you will face a sure death, as the terror of the King will come on the day of His wrath and be like 
the frightening sound of a roaring lion! 
 

Verse 3: 
“For a man to cease from strife is esteem, but every fool bursts out.” 
 
This parable makes a contrast between an honourable person and a fool.  
It takes great humility and wisdom to cease from strife whereas fools who are gripped with pride cannot 
let a matter go and will burst out in anger, especially when they do not get their way. 
 

The Hebrew word translated here as ‘esteem’ is the word ָכבֹוד kaḇoḏ – Strong’s H3519 which means, 

‘honour, esteem, reverence, splendid’, which comes from the root verb ָכֵבד kaḇeḏ – Strong’s H3513 

which means, ‘to be heavy, weighty or burdensome, to give high esteem and respect and honour’, and 

is often translated as ‘praise’ that is to be given to יהוה! 

 

The Hebrew root word that is used for ‘bursts out’ is ע  ,gala – Strong’s H1566 which means ָגלַׁ

‘exposed, laid bare; to disclose oneself, break out (in contention)’.  

The Hebrew word that is translated in this parable for ‘strife’ is ִריב riḇ – Strong’s H7379 which means, 

‘strife, contention, dispute, adversary, controversy’, and comes from the primitive root verb ִריב riḇ – 

Strong’s H7378 meaning, ‘to strive, contend, argue, complain, find fault, quarrel’.  
 
What Shelomoh is making very clear here, is the vast contrast between a wise man that ceases from 
strife, versus the raging fool who will not stop and will burst out in a rage, losing their temper, which 
simply exposes them as being a fool who cannot be calm. 
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The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘cease’ is the word ֶשֶבת sheḇeth – Strong’s H7674 which 

means, ‘cessation, keeping away, exterminated, sit still’, and comes from the primitive root verb ת  ָשבַׁ

shâḇath - Strong’s H7673 meaning ‘rest’ – that is – ‘to desist from exertion’, from which the noun ָבת  שַׁ

Sabbath - Strong’s H7676 which is the intensive form of ת  shaḇath  – Strong’s H7673 and refers ָשבַׁ

specifically to ‘the’ Sabbath, as in ‘the’ 7th day of the week – the day we are commanded to ‘cease from 
our work’ and delight ourselves in our Master and King as we ‘perform’ His Sabbath! 
 
Why I am mentioning this, is to highlight another clear reason as to why the proper keeping of the 
weekly Sabbath is so vitally important, as we cease from the work, which we do on the other 6 days and 
are refreshed in the Master’s presence, along with each other, as His unified Bride.  
When learning to keep the Sabbath, without any compromise, we are able to learn key characteristics of 
wisdom that teach us how we can cease from any strife that may arise and learn to not let strife affect 
us in a way that causes an angry outburst!  
To cease from strife is a clear picture of patience being expressed in a loving and obedient way, and 
patience can only be properly exercised when one has a proper understanding of the truth! 
Strife often arises due to someone not getting what they want, as Ya’aqoḇ tells us in: 
 
Ya’aqoḇ/James 4:1-3 “Where do fightings and strivings come from among you? Do they not come 
from your pleasures that battle in your members? 2 You desire, and do not have. You murder, and are 
jealous, and are unable to obtain. You strive and fight, and you do not possess, because you do not 
ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask evilly, in order to spend it on your pleasures.” 
 

The Hebrew root word translated as ‘fool’ is ֱאִויל evil – Strong’s H191 which means, ‘fool, foolish’. 

The Hebrew words rendered fool in Mishlĕ/Proverbs, and often elsewhere in the Tanak denote one 
who is morally deficient.  
Such a person is lacking in sense and is generally corrupt. 

The ֱאִויל evil (fool) quickly identifies himself as being a fool as soon as he opens his mouth!  

He would be wise to conceal his folly by keeping quiet (Mishlĕ/Proverbs 17:28).  
When he starts talking without thinking, ruin is at hand (Mishlĕ/Proverbs 10:14).  
While a wise man avoids strife, the fool quarrels at any time (Mishlĕ/Proverbs 20:3).  
He cannot restrain himself and will “display his annoyance at once,” whereas a wise man overlooks an 
insult (Mishlĕ/Proverbs 12:16).  
Fools only have pride coming out of their mouths (Mishlĕ/Proverbs 14:3), and mock at sin and 
lawlessness (Mishlĕ/Proverbs 14:9).  
A fool despises wisdom because it is too high for him (Mishlĕ/Proverbs 24:7), and when disputing with 
a fool there is no peace (Mishlĕ/Proverbs 29:9). 

In Yirmeyahu, we see the words of יהוה against Yisra’ĕl for her abominations: 

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 4:22 “For My people are foolish, they have not known Me. They are stupid 
children, and they have no understanding. They are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no 
knowledge.” 
 
When we recognise the contrast that is given here by Shelomoh we are able to better understand 
Kěpha’s words in: 
Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 3:8-9 “To sum up, let all of you be like-minded, sympathetic, loving as brothers, 
tenderhearted, humble-minded, 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary 
blessing, knowing that you were called to this, in order to inherit a blessing.” 
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Verse 4: 
“The lazy one does not plough after the autumn; at harvest time he inquires 
– there is none!” 
 
This parable is very clear – if you are lazy and do not work then you will get nothing out! The reward for 
laziness in ‘nothing’!  

The Hebrew that is word translated here as ‘lazy one’ comes from the root word ָעֵצל atsel – Strong’s 

H6102 which means, ‘lazy, sluggard’, and is used 14 times in 14 verses – all of which are found in the 
Book of Mishlĕ/Proverbs!!!  
The way to guard against laziness is to learn wisdom and do it!  
The one who ‘learns’ wisdom and does not apply it, is lazy and a fool who just wants to get puffed up 
with knowledge, while lacking the needed action of obedience and follow through of applying the 

wisdom of the Torah of יהוה! 

The picture that Shelomoh gives us here, is of a lazy farmer who does not prepare his ground at the 
proper time; and as a result, will not get a harvest that he wants to get without having actually worked 
for it! 
 
The Greek word that is used here in the LXX (Septuagint) for ‘lazy’ is ὀκνηρός oknēros – Strong’s G3636 
which means, ‘slothful,  lazy, troublesome, lagging behind, idle, timid’, and comes from the word 
ὀκνέω okneō – Strong’s G3635 which means, ‘shrink back, hesitate, delay’, and is used in the following 
parable of our Master, when describing the lazy servant: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew  25:24-30 “And the one who had received the one talent also came and said, 
‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you 
have not scattered seed, 25 and being afraid, I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have 
what is yours.’ 26 “And his master answering, said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that 
I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 ‘Then you should have 
put my silver with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 28 
‘Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to him who possesses ten talents. 29 ‘For to 
everyone who possesses, more shall be given, and he shall have overflowingly; but from him who 
does not possess, even what he possesses shall be taken away. 30 ‘And throw the worthless servant 
out into the outer darkness – there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
 
The worker who diligently acts promptly to doing what is commanded, as he studies and meditates 
upon the Torah day and night will be successful, while the one who is lazy in their approach toward 
learning, studying and meditating on the Word, will be a poor and needy man, never being satisfied and 
content in all circumstances! 
Timotiyos Bět/2 Timothy 2:15 “Do your utmost to present yourself approved to Elohim, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly handling the Word of Truth.” 
Sha’ul reminds us that we are to NOT be idle, which is the Greek word ὀκνηρός oknēros – Strong’s 
G3636 used in: 
Romiyim/Romans 12:11 “not idle in duty, ardent in spirit, serving the Master” 
A clear theme that we see running throughout Scripture, is one of servanthood and the clear 
requirements of what proper servanthood in the Body of Messiah entails, with the sober warning being 
given to those who are lazy, idle and timid in their neglect for the Word.  
Those who work unto the Master with their all, guarding and meditating daily on His Word, will be 
prosperous in all their ways, while the lazy one will get nothing! 
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The Hebrew word translated as ‘plough’ is  ש  ,ḥarash – Strong’s H2790 meaning, ‘to cut in, engrave ָחרַׁ

plow, devise, scheme, plot’.  

This Hebrew word  ש  :ḥarash – Strong’s H2790 is translated as ‘ploughed’ in ָחרַׁ

Hoshěa/Hosea 10:13 “You have ploughed wrongness, you have reaped unrighteousness, you have 
eaten the fruit of lying, because you trusted in your own way, in your many mighty men.” 
The rebuke here is clear – doing things your own way and scheming, according to false and vain 
traditions of man, while turning a deaf ear to the hearing of the Torah, will have the result of the wicked 
fruit of unrighteousness, all because of the eating of lies and useless dogmas and traditions of man, 
instead of eating the daily manna and lawful bread of the Torah and Word of Elohim! 
 
What Shelomoh is highlighting for us here, is that those who do not plough in the right season will not 
reap a harvest in the right season.  
From a farming perspective that he gives us here, he teaches us that if a lazy servant does not plough in 
autumn, before the cold winter, then by the time that the Summer harvest time comes, he will have no 
harvest to reap. 

The Hebrew word used here in Mishlĕ/Proverbs 20:4 for ‘harvest’ is ָקִציר qatsir – Strong’s H7105 

meaning, ‘harvest, harvest time, gathering’, and comes from the root verb ר  qatsar – Strong’s ָקצַׁ

H7114 which means, ‘to reap, harvest’. 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 10:5 tells us that a son who gathers in summer is a wise son, while he who sleeps in 
harvest is a son who causes shame!  
This proverb reiterates this, by teaching us that a fool is one who sleeps and is unable to gather the 
harvest in summer, because he did not plough in winter! 
Summer is the time when the harvest is ripe for picking and gathering and a wise son does not neglect 
the importance of the need to gather in the harvest.  
 
Understanding this farming principle, we can take the words of Messiah more seriously when He makes 
it clear that the harvest is ripe and the workers are few! 
Luqas/Luke 10:2 “Then He said to them, “The harvest indeed is great, but the workers are few, 
therefore pray the Master of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” 
Yoḥanan/John 4:35 “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months, and the harvest comes’? See, I say 
to you, lift up your eyes and see the fields, for they are white for harvest – already!” 
We cannot be lazy workers, or sons who are sleeping, while the harvest is great and ready for 
gathering!!! 
 
The lazy one will enquire at harvest time but find that he has nothing!  

The Hebrew word for ‘inquires’ is from the root verb ל  sha’al – Strong’s H7592 which means, ‘to ָשאַׁ

ask, inquire, request’, and what we are also able to take note of here is that the lazy who have 
neglected to do the good work of putting their hand to the plough and serve and worship the Master in 
Spirit and Truth will find that there will be no acceptance at their seeking Him for the reward of life at 
the harvest time, as many will seek to enter in but not be able to: 
Luqas/Luke 13:24-27 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, because many, I say to you, shall seek 
to enter in and shall not be able. 25 “When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Master, Master, open for us,’ and 
He shall answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ 26 then you shall begin to 
say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ 27 “But He shall say, ‘I say to 
you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of unrighteousness.’” 
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This parable of Shelomoh teaches us the dangers of being lazy; and we take heed of the clear caution of 
not ploughing as we should when listening to the words of our Master that were spoken to one who 
wanted to follow Him yet first wanted to go and say goodbye to his family: 

Luqas/Luke 9:62 “But יהושע said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plough, and looking 

back, is fit for the reign of Elohim.” 
Those who are lazy now, by neglecting to break up the tillable ground of their hearts, sow righteousness 

and seek יהוה will not have a part of the harvest of the righteous but will instead be gathered with the 

darnel that is to be burned in the fire! 
Hoshěa/Hosea 10:12 “Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap according to kindness, break up your 

tillable ground, it is time to seek יהוה, till He comes and rains righteousness on you.” 

 

Verse 5: 
“Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water, but a man of understanding 
draws it up.” 
 
This parable is a lesson on the human nature as we take note that it is never easy to discover or know a 
person’s thoughts or intentions of their hearts, yet a man of great understanding is able to figure it out. 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘counsel’ comes from the root word ֵעָצה etsah – Strong’s 

H6098 which means, ‘counsel, advice, purpose’. 
 
The purpose in a man’s heart is like deep water, which tells us that the purposes of man are like very 
mysterious and unsearchable depths, that only can be drawn out by true understanding. 
Here, Shelomoh compares the thoughts or intentions of a person with extremely deep water, water that 
is almost too deep to discover, yet true understanding can bring up the deepest thoughts and intentions 
of the heart! 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated here as ‘understanding’ is בּוָנה  teḇunah – Strong’s H8394 which ּתְׁ

means, ‘understanding, discernment, reasonings, discretion, skill, intelligence’, and comes from the 

root word ִבין biyn – Strong’s H995 meaning, ‘to discern, act wisely, consider carefully, understand, 

perceive’. 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in יהוה with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding”. 

We are to trust יהוה with all our heart, which entails trusting Him with all of the understanding and 

wisdom that is contained in His Word and not seek out our own vain and selfish reasonings.  
We are to guard the proper understanding of the Word, which comes in the doing of the Word, and in 
doing so we must grow in our understanding of the Word and be able to discern the set-apart from the 
profane, becoming skilled in the Sword of the Spirit! 
 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 18:2 “A fool does not delight in understanding, but in uncovering his own heart.” 
We have always said that true understanding is gained by the ‘doing’ of the Word, for then the actual 
applying of the Word to one’s daily life brings proper discretion and ability to discern right from wrong, 
while those who do not delight in understanding have no inclination to study, meditate and walk in the 
Torah, which uncovers their heart for who they truly are!  

While we cannot see the heart of others, as it is only יהוה who sees the heart, we learn from this 

parable that the heart of a fool is uncovered and laid bare before all by not delighting in understanding 
and not walking according to the Word.  
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In other words, the fool may even be a hearer of the Word but is not a doer and so deceives himself into 
thinking that he is wise, yet his inability to delight in understanding through the doing of the Word 
reveals that he is simply a fool! 
 

In the ancient pictographic script, the Hebrew word בּוָנה  ,teḇunah – Strong’s H8394 which means ּתְׁ

‘understanding, discernment, reasonings, discretion, skill, intelligence’, is depicted as follows: 
 

 
 

Tet –  ט:  

The original pictograph for this letter is , a container made of wicker or clay. Containers were a very 
important item among the nomadic Hebrews.  
They were used for storing grains and other items.  
Wicker baskets were used as nets for catching fish.  
The meanings of this letter are basket, contain, store and clay. 
 

Beyt –  ִב: 

In the ancient script this letter is pictured as , pictured as a ‘tent floor plan’, and means, ‘house’ or 
‘tent’. It represents ‘family’ and the importance of those who are inside the tent as opposed to the tent 
structure itself. We, as living stones are built up in the Master, and are the Dwelling Place of Elohim. 
 

Waw - ֹו: 

The ancient pictographic form of this letter is , a peg or ‘tent peg’, which was used for securing or 
tying the tent or other items. The possibility of it having a Y-shape is to show that it prevents the rope 
from slipping off. The root meaning of this letter is ‘to add, secure or hook’. 
 

Nun –  ָנ: 

The ancient pictographic script has this letter pictured as , which pictures a ‘sprouting seed’ and 
gives the idea of continuation or an offspring or an heir, speaking of that which sprouts forth to be the 
heir of the promise of continuation, and represents one’s life expectancy. 
 

Hey – ה: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as , which is a ‘man standing with his arms raised out’.  
This word can mean, “behold, look, breath, sigh and reveal or revelation”; from the idea of revealing a 
great sight by pointing it out. It also carries for us the meaning of surrender, as we lift up our hands and 

submit to יהוה as we lift our hands in praise, declaring His authority under which we humbly submit! 

 
Looking at these pictographs, when considering the word understanding that comes from the mouth of 

 :we are able to see the following ,יהוה
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THE BASKET OF THE HOUSE IS SECURED IN THE EVERLASTING LIFE 
(CONTINUANCE) OF THE ONE WHO IS TO BE PRAISED 

 

We are not to lean on our own understanding, but rather, we are to trust יהוה and lean on Him, as we 

recognise that it is through the hearing and doing of His word that we get understanding! 
 

From the root verb ִבין biyn – Strong’s H995, we also get the noun ִביָנה biynah – Strong’s H998 which 

also means, ‘an understanding, consideration, discernment’. 
When we can understand the meaning of these words then we can clearly see that without guarding 
and doing what is required of us, we would not be able, or be equipped, to display any wisdom or 
understanding, but instead we would be shown up as fools drowning in our own folly! 
 
A man of understanding is not a fool, but is wise and able to draw up the counsel of the Truth that is 
within his heart, for the Torah of Elohim is on the heart of the wise and understanding ones. 
 
We are to study carefully and carry out what is required of us, according to the commands we are to 
guard and do – for then we will become fully functional in Messiah and have the skill and discernment 
necessary, to stand and fight the good fight of faith! 

Iyoḇ/Job 28:28 “And He said to man, ‘See, the fear of יהוה, that is wisdom, and to turn from evil is 

understanding.’” 

The fear of  יהוה is often not understood and as a result many sadly stray from walking in the wisdom 

that His Torah brings, and as a result, they clearly show that they have no understanding whatsoever! 
 
Ya’aqoḇ/James 3:13 “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by his good 
behaviour his works in meekness of wisdom.” 
Ya’aqoḇ asks this simple question and then says that we are to show the wisdom and understanding 
that the Torah brings as we guard to do all the clear commands of Elohim, through our ‘good behaviour 
of good works’. 
 

In the ancient pictographic script, the Hebrew word ִביָנה biynah – Strong’s H998 which means, ‘an 

understanding, consideration, discernment’, is depicted as follows: 

 
 

Beyt –  ִב: 

In the ancient script this letter is pictured as , pictured as a ‘tent floor plan’, and means, ‘house’ or 
‘tent’. It represents ‘family’ and the importance of those who are inside the tent as opposed to the tent 
structure itself. We, as living stones are built up in the Master, and are the Dwelling Place of Elohim. 
 

Yod –  י: 

The ancient script has this letter as  which is ‘an arm and hand’ and carries the meaning of ‘work, 
make, throw’, from the primary functions of the arm and hand, and it also represents worship or giving 
thanks in the extending of hands as a gesture of this. The work of one’s hands is the basic meaning of 
this letter! 



19 
 

Nun –  ָנ: 

The ancient pictographic script has this letter pictured as , which pictures a ‘sprouting seed’ and 
gives the idea of continuation or an offspring or an heir, speaking of that which sprouts forth to be the 
heir of the promise of continuation, and represents one’s life expectancy. 
 

Hey – ה: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as , which is a ‘man standing with his arms raised out’.  
This word can mean, “behold, look, breath, sigh and reveal or revelation”; from the idea of revealing a 
great sight by pointing it out. It also carries for us the meaning of surrender, as we lift up our hands and 

submit to יהוה as we lift our hands in praise, declaring His authority under which we humbly submit! 

 
When we consider this Hebrew root word for ‘understanding’, in its pictographic form, we are able to 
recognise how important it is for us to be ‘doing’ righteousness and letting our belief be a ‘living belief, 
with works of obedience to the Master’, as we are His Dwelling Place that is to guard the good deposit 
of life that He has given us. 
These pictographs can render for us the following, in terms of understanding the meaning of 
‘understanding’, as: 

THE HOUSE WORKS THE LIFE OF HIM WHO IS TO BE PRAISED 
 
The Torah is not a worthless word, for it is our life! And as we consider the need for us to be living 
stones being built up in the Master, we can clearly identify that understanding comes in the proper 
doing of His Word, equipping us to lift up hands that are set-apart, in complete obedience to the One 
who gives us life, and life abundantly! 
 
When a wise servant of the Most-High guards understanding then he finds good, for he draws up the 
good counsel of the Torah and guards to do the Truth, bearing the fruit of righteousness!  
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘draws’ is from the root word  ָלה ָד  dalah – Strong’s H1802 

which means, ‘to draw (water), lifted up’, as well as ‘door’.  
 
This confirms to us the reason we recognise that understanding comes in the doing of the Word, and 
this term can be understood here, as being likened to one who draws up water from a deep well and 
opens up the understanding of what is deep within! 
Qorintiyim Bet/2 Corinthians 2:9-16 “But as it has been written, “Eye has not seen, and ear has not 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man what Elohim has prepared for those who love Him.” 10 
But Elohim has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all matters, even the 
depths of Elohim. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man 
that is in him? So also, the thoughts of Elohim no one has known, except the Spirit of Elohim. 12 And 
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from Elohim, in order to know what 
Elohim has favourably given us, 13 which we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but 
which the Set-apart Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual matters with spiritual matters. 14 But the 
natural man does not receive the matters of the Spirit of Elohim, for they are foolishness to him, and 
he is unable to know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual discerns 

indeed all matters, but he himself is discerned by no one. 16 For “Who has known the mind of יהוה? 

Who shall instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Messiah.” 
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What Sha’ul is making very clear here is that by the Spirit of Elohim we are able to draw up the depths of 
understanding that is contained in His Word that He writes upon our hearts, and our ability to properly 
discover the clear purposes and counsel of Elohim we must get understanding, which comes in the doing 
of His Word as we seek the wisdom of Elohim! 
 

What is also worth taking note of here, is that this root word for ‘draws’, ָדָלה dalah – Strong’s H1802,  

is used 5 times in the Tanak, 3 of which are found in Shemoth/Exodus 2:16 (1) and 2:19 (2), which 
records the account of Mosheh ‘drawing’ up enough water for the 7 daughters of Re‘u’ĕl, the priest of 
Miḏyan, after driving away the shepherds and coming to their rescue.  
It is also used here in Shelomoh’s proverbs and then in: 

Tehillah/Psalm 30:1 “I exalt You, O יהוה, for You have drawn me up, and have not let my enemies 

rejoice over me.” 

When we truly seek יהוה, as we should, then the true understanding of His Truth is drawn up from 

within, as His Spirit gives us wisdom and understanding, teaching us how to live according to His Word 
that He has implanted in us! 
 
Ya’aqoḇ/James 1:21-22 “Therefore put away all filthiness and overflow of evil, and receive with 
meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save your lives. 22 And become doers of the Word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 
Our ability to be true doers of the Word requires us to properly seek the true counsel of the Word and 
allow the understanding to be drawn up out of a proper ‘doing of the Word’! 
 

Verse 6: 
“Most men proclaim each his own loving-commitment, but who finds a 
trustworthy man?” 

  
What Shelomoh is making clear here, is that while most will proclaim that they are exercising loving-
commitment, the reality is that their assumption of their own standard of loving-commitment may not 
necessarily measure up with true trustworthiness!  
In the time of the judges (Shophetim) we find it being written twice, that because there was no 
sovereign in Yisra’ĕl, everyone did what was right in their own eyes.  
Everybody exercised a different standard of what they deemed to be their own loving-commitment. 
Today it is no different, as there are so many people who are claiming that their own standard of loving-
commitment is good enough, even though they willingly break the Sabbath and various other clear 
instructions for righteousness, as they hold fast to false man-made traditions and forsake the commands 
of Elohim and claim that they are lovingly-committed to the Creator!  
The clear question that Shelomoh asks here is whether a trustworthy man can be found!  
Many can certainly talk a lot, yet their actions may prove otherwise and despite their claim at being 
lovingly-committed, their actions reveal that they are simply untrustworthy! 
 
In a Psalm of Dawiḏ we see the following: 

Tehillah/Psalm 12:1 “Save, יהוה, for the lovingly-committed one is no more! For the trustworthy 

have ceased from among the sons of men.” 

In Hebrew the word translated as ‘loving commitment’ is ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ – Strong’s H2617 and means, 

‘goodness, kindness, deeds of devotion, faithfulness’. 
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Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:3 “Let not loving-commitment and truth forsake you – bind them around your 
neck, write them on the tablet of your heart” 
Two very powerful words that are often neglected to be carefully considered by so many “wanna-be 
believers”, who think that they can do whatever they want and still claim that they love Elohim. 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘truth’ comes from the root word ֱאֶמת emeth – Strong’s H571 

which means, ‘truth, firmness, faithfulness’, and this word carries an underlying sense of certainty and 

dependability – and we know that The Word of יהוה is truth: 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:142 “Your righteousness is righteousness forever, and Your Torah is truth.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:151 “You are near, O יהוה, and all Your commands are truth.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:160 “The sum of Your word is truth, and all Your righteous right-rulings are 
forever.” 

Anyone who claims to serve יהוה, without walking in and giving heed to follow His Torah, commands 

and instructions, are not serving in Truth, and those who claim that the Torah/Law of Elohim has been 
done away with, are sadly riddled with the leaven of the hypocrisy of man’s theologies and dogmas that 
seeks only to serve self, rather than the Giver of Life, while claiming the opposite! 
 

When a true servant, who fears יהוה, serves in perfection and in truth, then the putting away of the 

falsehood that had been inherited from the past, is done with urgency and without hesitation!!!   
And, in order to do that, we need to recognise that loving-commitment and truth must go hand in 
hand!  
In fact, when we look a little closer at the word for ‘loving-commitment, in the Hebrew, we are able to 
clearly see that true loving-commitment is and can only be connected with the pure truth of the Word! 
Many may claim their own loving-commitment, yet it is not the loving-commitment that Scripture 
requires! 
 

Let us run through a little more in-depth into what this Hebrew word for ‘loving-commitment’ - ֶחֶסד 
ḥeseḏ is all about and how important it is for us to realise our need to not forsake it!  

The Hebrew root word ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ appears 248 times in 241 verses in the Tanak (O.T.), and is closely 

linked to another Hebrew word, that is also often translated as ‘kindness, favour, grace’ – and that is 

the word ֵחן ḥen – Strong’s H2580 which means, ‘grace, adornment, favour, gracious’ and comes from 

the primitive root ָחנַׁן ḥanan – Strong’s H2603 which means, ‘show favour, be gracious to, dealt 

graciously with, given to them voluntarily, shown favour’.  

These two words, ֵחן ḥen and ָחנַׁן ḥanan, are collectively used 141 times in the Tanak (O.T.). 

For more info on the unique relationship between ֵחן ḥen and ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ, I encourage you to go and 

read the article, ‘UNDERSTANDING GALATIANS’ on our website (https://atfotc.com), as I explain more 
in depth on the clear connection between these two words, and so for the sake of time for tonight I 

want us to look more at the word ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ.  

What we find in Scripture is that ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ is used only where there is a prior relationship bond, be it 

through family, marriage or kinship, and it is used in regards to a bond or relationship that produces, in 

the bond itself, a requirement or an obligation for action, where both parties share ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ and can 

expect from each other, and even demand in a sense, reciprocal responsibilities, and so ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ is 

not a free gift!  

https://atfotc.com/
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However, because of His favour (ֵחן ḥen), which is freely given to us, we too are now, by our 

acceptance of His free gift, also required to express true loving-commitment (ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ), as we grow 

in our understanding of our obligation to guarding the Covenant!  

How we do that, is by walking ‘in’ The Torah of יהוה, which is His clear instructions for us on how we 

walk in His ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ; and so the Torah (instructions) of Elohim is the articulation of the obligation we 

have to the Covenants of Promise, by which we are freely and graciously grafted in to by the Blood of 

Messiah!  

We did not earn the right to this Covenant – יהוה made the Covenant out of ֵחן ḥen, and therefore we 

understand that the ֵחן ḥen, freely given, entails ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ, which now both parties are to be 

committed to, and both have an obligation to keep its requirements.  

If we reject the obligations and requirements of the Covenant, we are in fact rejecting and forsaking the 

loving-commitment - ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ – of Elohim, and by doing so, are rejecting יהוה’s bond to us, given 

freely by His own Blood! 

The importance of  ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ is vital for us to understand; as we see that those who hear, guard and 

do the commands of Elohim grow in wisdom and understand the loving-commitment of יהוה: 

Tehillah/Psalm 107:43 “Who is wise? Then let him observe these matters! Let them understand the 

loving-commitment of יהוה.” 

For more on ‘loving-commitment’ please see sermon notes on the message called, ‘A WARNING 
AGAINST THE WICKEDNESS OF WORTHLESSNESS! ’ under the sermons 2019/2020 menu from our site: 
https://atfotc.com or go to the following link: 
https://atfotc.com/a-warning-against-the-wickedness-of-worthlessness-jeremiah-2/ 
 
Understanding that true Loving-Commitment and Truth must not be forsaken, we are able to recognise 
the question that Shelomoh is asking here in this parable.  
When asking who finds a trustworthy man, he is basically asking if there can be found anyone who has 
not let loving-commitment and truth be forsaken! 
 

The Hebrew word for ‘trustworthy’ is the word ֵאמּון emun – Strong’s H529 which means, ‘faithful, 

faithfulness, trustworthiness’, which comes from the root word ן  aman – Strong’s H539 which ָאמַׁ

means, ‘confirm, support, be established, be faithful, stand firm, trust, be certain, believe’. 

A word that is derived from the root ן  aman – Strong’s H539, is the Hebrew word for ‘truth’, which ָאמַׁ

is ֱאמּוָנה emunah – Strong’s H530 which means, ‘firmness, steadfastness, faithfulness, stability, trust, 

truthful’.  
We serve a faithful and trustworthy Elohim – and in Him we find true stability, as we stand upon the 
Rock of Truth! 

When looking at ֱאמּוָנה emunah – Strong’s H530 in the ancient pictographic script we are able to learn 

the clear characteristic of trustworthiness, as it looks like this: 

https://atfotc.com/
https://atfotc.com/a-warning-against-the-wickedness-of-worthlessness-jeremiah-2/
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Aleph -  ֱא: 

The ancient script has this letter as and is pictured as ‘the head of an ox’, and represents 
‘strength’, meaning ‘muscle’ as the ox is the strongest of the livestock animals. This also carries the 
meaning of ‘yoke’, as an ox is placed in a yoke in order to plough or pull a heavy load in the right 

direction. This can also picture for us the ‘red heifer’ sacrifice that יהושע Messiah fulfilled! 

 

Mem –  ֶמ 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as ‘water’, and also carries the meaning of 
‘chaos’ (from the storms of the sea) and can also picture that which is mighty or massive as well as the 
unknown. We are also able to understand this letter as representing the nations, for the nations are 
often likened to the seas in Scripture.  
This also carries for us the picture of washing, as we understand the function of water being that which 
cleanses us and sustains us, showing us how we are washed and sustained by the Living Waters of the 
Word! 
 

Waw/Vav – ּו: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as  , which is a ‘peg or tent peg’, which was used for 
securing or tying the tent or other items. The possibility of it having a Y-shape is to show that it prevents 
the rope from slipping off. The root meaning of this letter is ‘to add, secure or hook’. 
 

Nun –  ָנ: 

The ancient pictographic script has this letter pictured as , which pictures a ‘sprouting seed’ and 
gives the idea of continuation or an offspring or an heir, speaking of that which sprouts forth to be the 
heir of the promise of continuation, and represents one’s life expectancy. 
 

Hey – ה: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as , which is a ‘man standing with his arms raised out’. 
This word can mean “behold, look, breath, sigh and reveal or revelation”; from the idea of revealing a 
great sight by pointing it out. It also carries for us the meaning of surrender, as we lift up our hands and 

submit to יהוה as we lift our hands in praise, declaring His authority under which we humbly submit! 

 

In the understanding of this word ֱאמּוָנה emunah – Strong’s H530 representing for us 

‘trustworthiness’, we can clearly see from these pictures the following:  

THE COMPLETE AND SURE STRENGTH OF OUR MASTER WHO WASHES US AND SECURES 
FOR US THE PROMISE OF EVERLASTING LIFE, AS WE SUBMIT TO HIM AND PRAISE HIM 
WITH OUR ALL.  
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Our ability and strength to remain trustworthy servants comes as we allow The Word of our Master to 
wash us and secure us in Him, as we walk in total submission to Him, with hands lifted high in continual 
praise of our Master and Elohim. 
 
Messiah is the Trustworthy witness who came in the flesh, as a man, and by His clear revelation given to 
us through His life, death and resurrection we are able to realise that He is the trustworthy One that can 
be found by all who are earnestly seeking Him. 
 
We, who claim to walk in and stay in Messiah, must walk as He walked and remain trustworthy, even 
unto death! 
Ḥazon/Revelation 2:10 “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. See, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, in order to try you, and you shall have pressure ten days. Be 
trustworthy until death, and I shall give you the crown of life.” 
This is the 2nd of the 7 assemblies that are addressed in Ḥazon/Revelation, and is one of two that did 
not receive any rebuke, but rather received the clear call to endure, be steadfast and overcome as 
faithful ambassadors of the Master, despite any trials and physical challenges they were facing or would 
face in the future! 
The believers in Smurna were told to be trustworthy, and so too do we recognise, with the meaning of 
Smurna being ‘myrrh’, this clear call for us, who are the fragrance of Messiah, to be 
faithful/trustworthy – even unto death! 
 

What is interesting for us to consider here, is that the Greek word for ‘crown’ is στέφανος Stephanos – 

Strong’s G4735 which means, ‘to encircle, that which surrounds, crown, wreath’, and is the same as the 

name of Στέφανος Stephanos – Strong’s G4736, the first recorded taught one who was killed for the 

Name of יהושע Messiah, as seen in Ma’asei/Acts 7!  

Stephanos endured unto death! 

The Greek word that is translated as ‘trustworthy’ is πιστός pistos – Strong’s G4103 which means, 

‘faithful, reliable, believer, trustworthy’, and comes from the primary root verb πείθω peithō – 

Strong’s G3982 which means, ‘to persuade, to put confidence in, to follow, have confidence and rely 
upon’. 
When looking at these root terms, it is very clear, even in the Greek mind-set, that ‘to be trustworthy’ 
involves action and a confident response to the one you put your trust in and follow. 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 24:45 “Who then is a trustworthy and wise servant, whom his master set over 
his household, to give them food in season?” 
Wise and trustworthy servants we are called to be, and this is the question our Master asks, after giving 
a clear teaching of the last days and how wicked they shall be; as the days of Noaḥ so shall the coming of 
the Son of Aḏam be!  
 
We do not have to look too far to see just how depraved and wicked the world is right now, as people 
are running around like drunken fools doing whatever is right in their own eyes and seeking to satisfy 
the desires of the flesh.  
Amidst these wicked days of depravity and lawlessness we are called to endure and guard 
righteousness, and be found to be a true wise and trustworthy servant of our coming King!  
 

In a parable about making sure that His taught ones should always pray and not lose heart,  יהושע asks, 

in Luqas/Luke 18:8, the sobering question of when the Son of Aḏam comes, shall He find the belief on 
the earth? 
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The Greek word that is translated as ‘wise’ is the adjective φρόνιμος phronimos – Strong’s G5429 

which means, ‘practically wise, sensible, prudent, mindful of one’s interests’, and comes from the word 

φρήν phrēn – Strong’s G5424 which means, ‘understanding, midriff or diaphragm, heart, mind, 

thought, thinking’, and the Greek noun that comes from this root for ‘understanding’, is φρόνησις 
phronēsis – Strong’s G5428 which means, ‘understanding, practical wisdom, attitude, insight’. 
 
What we can clearly see, from a Greek perspective, is that to have understanding implies an ability to 
think straight and engage in a practical application of the wisdom one has learnt and continues to seek 
and learn!!! 
To be both trustworthy and wise servants involves the proper action of true set-apartness that is 
guarded through righteousness, which is to guard to do all that our Master and Elohim has commanded 
us to (Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 6:25). 
 
We also know, that in terms of guarding righteousness, by doing what we have been commanded and 
instructed to do, we know that this implies the keeping of our garments of righteousness clean, as a 
Bride who has properly prepared herself, and we are clearly told in: 
Ḥazon/Revelation 19:8 “And to her it was given to be dressed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the 
fine linen is the righteousnesses of the set-apart ones.” 
 
As we consider this parable of Shelomoh and the clear question of who does find a trustworthy man, we 
need to recognise that there is only ONE true righteous standard and plumb-line, according to which we 
must walk and in making sure that we guard to do all that our Master and Elohim commands us to do, 
we must be careful not to fall into any form of compromise and proclaim a misguided perception of our 
own loving-commitment! 
The trustworthy and wise have the full assurance of the promised protection by our great Elohim, as we 
see in: 

Tehillah/Psalm 31:23 “Love והיה , all you His lovingly-committed ones! For יהוה guards the 

trustworthy ones, and exceedingly repays the doer of pride.” 
 

Verse 7: 
“The righteous man walks in his integrity; his children are blessed after 
him.” 

 
What Shelomoh is making clear here is that the best thing that parents can pass on to their children, as a 
true blessing, is to be a good example of upright living to them. 

The Hebrew word translated as ‘righteous’ is ִדיק  ,tsaddiq –Strong’s H6662 which means, ‘just צַׁ

righteous, blameless, lawful’ and comes from the primitive root ָצֵדק tsaḏeq – Strong’s H6663 which 

means, ‘to be just or righteous, justified, properly restored’. 

The Hebrew word for ‘walk’ is ְך  ,halaḵ - Strong’s H1980 which carries the meaning, ‘to walk, to live ָהלַׁ

manner of life, cause to live’ and literally speaks of how one lives. 
It is used as a verb indicating that it is an active expression of one’s life.  
 
When one look at this root word in the ancient text we are able to get a clearer understanding of how 
we are able to walk in righteousness! 

The root word for walk - ְך  :halaḵ - Strong’s H1980 in the ancient pictographic script looks like this ָהלַׁ
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Hey –  ָה: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as , which is ‘a man standing with his arms raised out’. 
The meaning of the letter is “behold, look, breath, sigh and reveal or revelation”, from the idea of 
revealing a great sight by pointing it out. It also carries for us the meaning of surrender, as we lift up our 

hands and submit to יהוה as we lift our hands in praise, declaring His authority under which we humbly 

submit! 
 

Lamed -  ַׁל: 

The ancient script has this letter as , and is pictured as a ‘shepherd’s staff’, can give the meaning of 
‘to or toward’ and can represent that which pushes or pulls a flock in a direction, and can speak of 
authority or a yoke that is used to lead and guide, as well as the ability to bring back by Authority.  
 

Kaph -  ְך: 

The ancient form of this letter is  - meaning ‘the open palm of a hand’. The meaning behind this 
letter is ‘to bend and curve’ from the shape of a palm as well as ‘to tame or subdue’ as one has been 
bent to another’s will (under their hand), as an open hand symbolises submission. This also can picture 
for us a palm or palm branch from the curved palm shape. The hand also speaks of one’s work, or under 
whose hand you submit and obey! 
 
When we look at the letters that spell out the root word that for ‘walk’ we are able to see a great 
declaration: 

BEHOLD THE STAFF IN THE PALM! 
With the picture of the shepherds staff and the open palm of the hand, we are able to see the concept 
of ‘staff in the palm’ and we take note that a nomad that travelled on foot, would have a staff in his 
hand in order to provide proper support in walking, as well as having a weapon in his hand to defend 
against predators and thieves! 
 
The righteous man walks in his integrity! 

The Hebrew root word translated as ‘integrity’ is ּתֹּם tom – Strong’s H8537, and carries the meaning of 

‘completeness, prosperity, perfect integrity’.  

Iyoḇ/Job 2:3 “And  יהוה said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Iyoḇ, that there is none like 

him on the earth, a perfect and straight man, one who fears Elohim and turns aside from evil? And 
still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause.” 
The account of Iyoḇ carries many great lessons for us, and we would do well to learn how we can be 
perfect and straight, fearing Elohim and holding fast to our integrity, even in the midst of life’s toughest 
battles!  
Holding fast to integrity is something that we all need to learn to do, and it comes through complete 
obedience and surrender to guarding the Word at all times. Many of the battles we face often feel like 
they are about to destroy us and we are not always sure of the cause of such trials, yet what we need to 
learn from Scripture is that we are to be steadfast in holding firm to our integrity, and not waver 
through sin and compromise. 
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Dawiḏ says in a Tehillah/Psalm: 

Tehillah/Psalm 26:1 “Rule me rightly, O יהוה, for I have walked in my integrity. And I have trusted in 

 ”.without wavering ,יהוה

In another Tehillah/Psalm Dawiḏ says: 
Tehillah/Psalm 41:12 “And I, You uphold me in my integrity, And set me before Your face forever.” 

Dawiḏ praises יהוה for the fact that יהוה ‘upholds’ him in his integrity!  

The Hebrew root word that is translated as ‘uphold’ is ְך  tamaḵ - Strong’s H8551 which means, ‘to ָּתמַׁ

uphold, retain, hold up, support’. 

  !upholds and supports the righteous in their integrity, and this we can be sure of יהוה

In a chapter that carries a great message of comfort for the children of Yisra’ĕl, along with a severe woe 

to her enemies that will be destroyed, we see the clear promise of יהוה in: 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 41:10 “Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not look around, for I am your Elohim. I 
shall strengthen you, I shall also help you, I shall also uphold you with the right hand of My 
righteousness.” 
We also see again, in the words of Dawiḏ, when he was in the Wilderness of Yehuḏah, the following: 
Tehillah/Psalm 63:8 “My being has closely followed You; Your right hand did uphold me.” 
There are many other verses I could quote and what I am trying to make clear, is the joy of knowing that 

 upholds the righteous in righteousness and He upholds us when we faithfully walk in our יהוה

integrity! 
 

The Hebrew word for ‘integrity, as I have already mentioned, is ּתֹּם tom – Strong’s H8537, and this 

comes from the primitive root word ם  tamam – Strong’s H8552 meaning, ‘to be complete, to be ָּתמַׁ

finished, be at an end, blameless’. 

The plural of ּתֹּם tom – Strong’s H8537 is a word we all should know… and that is the word  ִמים  ּתֻּ

Tummim – Strong’s H8550 which means ‘perfections’, from which we get the word ּתָ ִמים tamiym – 

Strong’s H8549 meaning, ‘complete, whole, sound, perfect, without blemish, blameless’.  
The Urim and the Tummim was to be placed into the breastplate of the high priest and be on his heart 

when he went in before יהוה.  

 

The Hebrew word אּוִרים Urim – Strong’s H224 means ‘lights, illuminations’, and is the plural of the 

root word אּור ur – Strong’s H217 which actually means, ‘a flame, fire, fires, light’ or ‘light of fire’. 

While there is no evidence to clearly tell us what the Urim and Tummim consisted of, be it stones or any 
other substance, what we can see is that the High Priest would use these in order to get right-ruling and 

so speaks of seeking the perfect truth from  יהוה.  

What is very interesting and worthy of noting is that the first letter of ‘Urim’ is the א ‘aleph’ and the first 

letter of Tummim is the ת ‘taw’: 

Ḥazon/Revelation 1:8 “I am the ‘Aleph’ and the ‘Taw’, beginning and end,” says יהוה “who is and 

who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
What are the urim and tummim?  
They are the things that illuminate and perfect – it represents ‘The Perfect Light’.  
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We know that יהושע is the Light and He was the Perfect Lamb, and so this represents for us our need 

to hunger and thirst for righteousness and be perfect before Elohim, for He is perfect and we are called 
to be the salt and light, which we can only be when we seek out His Right-Ruling and walk according to 
that which is to be upon our heart – His Torah (notice the positioning of the Urim and Tummim in the 
breastplate – by the heart!!!) 
 
What Dawiḏ was basically declaring here, is that he walked in the perfect light!  
How complete are you?  
How is your walk, or better put, your manner and way of life?  
We are called to be perfect as He is perfect!  
How is your integrity? 
Dawiḏ told Shelomoh the following in: 
Diḇre haYamim Aleph/1 Chronicles 28:9 “As for you, my son Shelomoh, know the Elohim of your 

father, and serve Him with a perfect heart and with a pleasing life, for יהוה searches all hearts and 

understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you do seek Him, He is found by you; but if you forsake 
Him, He rejects you forever.” 
 

According to the Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, the word ‘integrity’ means: 
1: firm adherence to a code of especially moral or artistic values, and speaks of incorruptibility.  
2: an unimpaired condition, which speaks of soundness.  
3: the quality or state of being complete or undivided, speaking of completeness and honesty. 
 
Asaph sang of the integrity of Dawiḏ’s heart, for shepherding Yisra’ĕl and leading them according the 
skill of his hands (Tehillah/Psalm 78:72). 
Iyoḇ said in Iyoḇ/Job 27:5 that he would not turn aside from his integrity until he died!  
In chapter 1:1 he is called a man that was perfect and straight and one who feared Elohim and turned 
aside from evil.  

While Iyoḇ never claimed to be sinless, what he shows us is that his wholehearted commitment to יהוה 
and His requirements showed true integrity, a true integrity that is also seen in how he humbled himself 

in repentance before יהוה in chapter 42:6. 

 
Shelomoh was told in: 
Melaḵim Aleph/1 Kings 9:4-5 “And you, if you walk before Me as your father Dawiḏ walked, in 
integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, if you guard 
My laws and My right-rulings, 5 then I shall establish the throne of your reign over Yisra’ĕl forever, as 
I promised Dawiḏ your father, saying, ‘There is not to cease a man of yours on the throne of 
Yisra’ĕl.’” 
We are told in: 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 10:9 “He who walks in integrity walks safely, but he who perverts his ways becomes 
known.” 
 
Lights and perfections! The perfect light!  
Let us take a look at these two root words, in the ancient pictographic text: 

The Hebrew root word אּור ur – Strong’s H217 which actually means, ‘a flame, fire, fires, light’ or ‘light 

of fire’, is written in the ancient pictographic script, as follows: 
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Aleph – א: 

This is the letter ‘aleph’, in the ancient script is pictured as , ‘the head of an ox’, and represents 
‘strength’, meaning ‘muscle’ as the ox is the strongest of the livestock animals.  
This also carries the meaning of ‘yoke’, as an ox is placed in a yoke in order to plough or pull a heavy 

load in the right direction. This can also picture for us the ‘red heifer’ sacrifice that  יהושע Messiah 

fulfilled! 
 

Waw/Vav – ֹו: 

This is the Hebrew letter ‘waw’ or ‘vav’ which in the ancient script is pictured as  , which is a peg or 
‘tent peg’, which was used for securing or tying the tent or other items. The possibility of it having a Y-
shape is to show that it prevents the rope from slipping off. The root meaning of this letter is ‘to add, 
secure or hook’ as well as ‘bind’. 
 

Resh – ר: 

The ancient script has this letter as and is pictured as ‘the head of a man’ and has the meaning of 
the head of a man as well as ‘chief, top, begging or first’. It has the meaning of ‘top’, as in the top or 
head of a body, and ‘chief’, as in a head of a tribe or people; as well as the one who rules the people.  
Every House has a head of the home, and all in the House submit to the instructions of the One who is 
head of the home, listening to and obeying the words that the Head speaks! 
 
When we consider these ancient pictographic letters that render the word for ‘light’ we can clearly see a 
powerful lesson, in terms of our Master, the Light of the world, giving us the rendering: 
 

STRENGTH SECURED IN THE HEAD! 
 

We have great confidence and security in being able to be strong and courageous as we walk in the Light 
as our Master, who is our Head, is in the Light and in Him we have been secured into His Covenants of 
promise, having called us out of darkness into His marvellous light, for His Word lights our path in a dark 
and depraved world!   
 
“The lamp of the body is the eye!” 
We are also reminded, in Tehillah/Psalm 119:105, that the Word is a lamp to our feet – in other words, 
where you look to, is where you will walk to and we must always be assessing our lives, to determine in 
which direction we are in fact walking, as it is so easy to be blinded by deception and follow “false 
lights”. 

 Messiah is the Light of the world that came to separate the light from the darkness and we who יהושע

turn to Him, have had the veil removed and so, we are to fix our eyes on Him, and with unveiled faces, 
see His esteem through the mirror of His Word and be changed and transformed into that same 
likeness, as set out in His instructions, for a set-apart and treasured people! 
 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 6:23-24 “For the command is a lamp, and the Torah a light, and reproofs of discipline 
a way of life, 24 to guard you against an evil woman, from the flattering tongue of a strange woman.” 
What we must recognise, is that those who have a wrong lamp and are following the flattering lies of 
the strange woman, will have their lamps put out! 
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Mishlĕ/Proverbs 13:9 “But the lamp of the wrong is put out.” 
When one’s eyes are fixed on the Truth and the treasure of His Word is being properly guarded in one’s 
heart, then the heart rejoices, and is able to bring forth a good word that can bring healing and 
restoration to others. 
 

In the ancient pictographic script, the word ּתֹּם tom – Strong’s H8537, and carries the meaning of 

‘completeness, prosperity, perfect integrity’, looks like this: 
 

 
 

Taw –  ת 

The ancient script has this letter as which is pictured as two crossed sticks, and can represent for 
us ‘seal, covenant, mark or sign’; as this once again points to the complete work of Messiah in the 
renewal of the Covenant in His Blood that brings the two Houses of Yisra’ĕl and Yehuḏah together in 
Him, as One, for He is not only the ‘aleph’, but is also the ‘taw’ – the beginning and the end of all 
creation! 
 

Mem –  ַׁמ: 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as ‘water’, and also carries the meaning of 
‘chaos’ (from the storms of the sea) and can also picture that which is mighty or massive as well as the 
unknown. We are also able to understand this letter as representing the nations, for the nations are 
often likened to the seas in Scripture.  
This also carries for us the picture of washing, as we understand the function of water being that which 
cleanses us and sustains us, showing us how we are washed and sustained by the Living Waters of the 
Word! This letter also can represent any liquid, especially blood! 
 
These two pictographic letters can render for us the following: 

SECURED THROUGH WASHING! 
 
Our ability to be perfect before Elohim has been made possible by the Blood of Our Master and Elohim, 

 Messiah, as His Blood cleanses us from all sin and it is through His Word, which we are to be יהושע

meditating upon day and night, that we are able to be continually washed and set-apart for service unto 
our King! 
 

Dawiḏ understood how important the Torah of Elohim was: 

Tehillah/Psalm 19:7-11 “The Torah of  יהוה is perfect, bringing back the being; the witness of יהוה is 

trustworthy, making wise the simple; 8 the orders of יהוה are straight, rejoicing the heart; the 

command of  יהוה is clear, enlightening the eyes; 9 the fear of יהוה is clean, standing forever; the 

right-rulings of יהוה are true, they are righteous altogether, 10 more desirable than gold, than much 

fine gold; and sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. 11 Also, Your servant is warned by them, in 
guarding them there is great reward.” 
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In the above psalm, the Hebrew word that is translated as ‘perfect’ is ָּתִמים tamiym – Strong’s H8549 

which means, ‘complete, whole, sound, perfect, without blemish, blameless’, which is also used in: 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:1 “Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the Torah of יהוה!” 

To walk in the Torah of יהוה is to walk upright and be perfect!  

 
To walk in integrity is a ‘walk’!!! 
 
The blessing of the righteous man, who walks in his integrity, is passed on to his children, for his children 
are taught the proper way of set-apartness and how to walk upright. 

The Hebrew word used in this Mishlĕ/Proverbs20:7 for ‘blessed’ is  ֶֶשרא  esher – Strong’s H835 which 

means, ‘happiness, blessedness, bliss’, and comes from the root verb ר  ashar – Strong’s H833 ָאשַׁ

which means, ‘blessed, lead, guide, to go straight, make progress to be advanced, to be led forth’. 
 
This ‘blessing’ that is passed to the children, is a result of righteous living, and this parable certainly 
highlights for us the responsibility that parents have toward their children, as the natural consequence 
of the righteous walking in integrity is that the children will be the blessing of walking in the Truth. 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 6:6-8 “And these Words which I am commanding you today shall be in your 
heart, 7 and you shall impress them upon your children, and shall speak of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up, 8 and shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.” 
We are to ‘impress’ the commands upon our children.  

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘impress’ comes from the root word ָשנַׁן shanan – Strong’s 

H8150 which means, ‘sharpen, pierce, teach diligently’.  
How can we ‘sharpen’ or ‘teach’ our children ‘diligently’ if we are not equipped to teach???  
We have a huge responsibility to teach the next generation, and our task is to teach them how it relates 
to them. That is why we are told to speak of them (that is the commands), when we sit, walk, lie down 
and rise up. 
 
With our everyday life we are to ‘pierce’ our children with the Truth, making sure that we are getting it 
inside of them, for if we do so correctly then they will not depart from the good way and walk in the 
blessing of walking in obedience! 
Eph’siyim/Ephesians 6:4 “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children, but bring them up in the 
instruction and admonition of the Master.” 
 

Verse 8: 
“A sovereign who sits on the throne of judgment is scattering all evil with his 
eyes.” 

 
This parable is a single statement and speaks of the ability of a king who discerns the evil in the cases 
that are brought before him. In Mishlĕ/Proverbs 16:12 Shelomoh tells us that it is an abomination for 
sovereigns to commit wrongness and that a throne is established by righteousness.   
The picture of a sovereign sitting on a throne of judgement, clearly represents a righteous king! 
The throne of judgement and what the sovereign does, in judging without partiality, is the key theme 
being given here.  
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While we have many examples of kings in the Scriptures, some who were good and many who were 

wicked and evil in the eyes of יהוה, we are able to certainly learn from this parable that the true 

reference that this verse points to is our Master and Elohim Himself, who is our Righteous King who sits 
on the throne of judgement and scatters all evil with His eyes! 
 

Our Master and Elohim, יהושע Messiah, is our Righteous King and High Priest, that judges all the earth! 

I am sure that you are all aware of the term/title for our righteous King, which, in Hebrew, is the term 

ִכי־ֶצֶדק לְׁ  Malkitseḏeq – Strong’s H4442 which means, ‘my king is righteous’ and comes from the מַׁ

two words: 

  Meleḵ - Strong’s H4428 meaning, ‘king’ and ֶמֶלְך  (1

 .’tseḏeq – Strong’s H6664 which means, ‘righteous, just, righteousness ֶצֶדק (2

 

Malkitseḏeq was the ‘King of Shalĕm’, who Aḇraham was blessed by, and who Aḇraham paid tithes to – 

and is a clear shadow picture and reference to יהושע Messiah, our eternal Creator, Redeemer and 

King, who has no beginning or end! 
This king of Shalĕm came out to the sovereign’s valley to meet with Aḇram after his victory of 
Keḏorlaʽomer and the sovereigns who were with him, and brought Aḇram bread and wine and blessed 
him. 
 
And so, here we have a picture of Messiah – our High Priest and King who by His own blood has 
provided us with the True Bread and Wine which we partake of in the Pěsaḥ meal and recognise how He 
has delivered us from the enemies hand and defeated death at the grave, removing the curse of the 
Torah, which is death, and nailing it (that is death) to the stake! 
 

The Hebrew word  ִֶכי־צ לְׁ ֶדקמַׁ  Malkitseḏeq – Strong’s H4442 which means, ‘my king is righteous’, is 

pictured in the ancient pictographic script, as follows: 
 

   
 

Mem -  ַׁמ: 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as ‘water’, and also carries the meaning of 
‘chaos’ (from the storms of the sea) and can also picture that which is mighty or massive as well as the 
unknown.  
We are also able to understand this letter as representing the nations, for the nations are often likened 
to the seas in Scripture. Knowing this letter represents ‘water’, we are also able to see how this can 
render for us the meaning of ‘washing’ or ‘cleansing’. 
 

Lamed -  ְׁל: 

The ancient script has this letter as , and is pictured as a ‘shepherd’s staff’, can give the meaning of 
‘to or toward’ and can represent that which pushes or pulls a flock in a direction, and can speak of 
authority or a yoke that is used to lead and guide, as well as the ability to bring back by Authority. 
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Kaph –  ִכ: 

The ancient pictographic script has this letter pictured as –  – which is a picture of an open palm of 
a hand and can symbolise that to which submission is given – ‘under the hand’. This also can picture for 
us a palm or palm branch, from the curved palm shape, picturing our praise to the One to whom we 
submit. 
 

Yod –  י 

In the Ancient Script, this is the letter ‘yad or yod’ which is pictured as -   - which is the picture of 
an arm and hand and carries the meaning of ‘work, make, throw’ from the primary functions of the arm 
and hand and also represents worship or giving thanks in the extending of hands as a gesture of this.  
 This also reveals to us a stretched-out arm and hand. 
 

Tsadey -  ֶצ: 

The Ancient picture for this letter is , which is ‘a man on his side’, and it can represent the act of 
lying on one’s side in order to hunt or chase, when crouching I concealment, as well as ‘laying one’s self 
down for another’. We can also see how this can represent that which comes forth from the side! This 
can also picture for us a fish hook, giving us the meaning of ‘hunt or fish’. 
 

Dalet –  ֶד: 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as a ‘tent door’. It can also have the meaning of 
‘a back and forth movement’, as one goes back and forth through a tent door, and so speaks of an 
access point. It can also carry the meaning of ‘dangle’ or hanging as the tent door would hang from the 
roof pole of the tent. It speaks a great deal in terms of understanding the door of the tent of 
appointment as the only means of access. 
 

Quph - ק: 

In the ancient script this letter is pictured as , a ‘horizon’ and depicts the elements of ‘time’, as it 
pictures the sun in its rising and setting. It therefore carries the meaning of ‘circle’ or ‘to go around’, 
representing for us both, appointed cycles or times as well as eternity. This can very well picture for us 
‘consistency’ in guarding the commands without compromise, as we do not neglect to adhere to the 
commands of the House! 
 
From these 7 letters, we can see how Messiah has indeed become High Priest forever, in the order of 
Malkitseḏeq, and the individual pictures of this High Priest and King of Shalĕm, can render for us the 
meaning of:  
 

THE NATIONS THAT ARE LED BY THE HAND, AND SUBMIT TO, THE ONE WHO LAY 
DOWN HIS LIFE FOR US, FOR HE IS THE DOOR TO ETERNAL LIFE IN HIM!  
 
Or 

THE MIGHTY RIGHTEOUS KING TO WHOM WE SUBMIT AND GIVE OUR PRAISE, HAS 
REVEALED HIS OUTSTRETCHED ARM AND HAND, AND IS THE ONE WHO LAID DOWN HIS 
LIFE FOR US, GIVING US ACCESS TO ETERNAL LIFE WITH HIM! 
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Throne of judgement 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘throne’ is ִכֵסא kisse – Strong’s H3678 which means, ‘seat of 

honour, throne, authority, and official seat’, and speaks of the seat of the king and is a symbol of royal 
authority. 

The Hebrew word translated as ‘judgement’ is ִדין din – Strong’s H1779 which means, ‘judgement, 

rights, lawsuit, case, government’, and comes from the root verb ִדין din – Strong’s H1777 which 

means, ‘to judge, administer, defend, execute, vindicate, quarrelling, strive’. 

Tehillah/Psalm 7:8 “יהוה judges the peoples; judge me, O יהוה, according to my righteousness, and 

according to my integrity within me.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 9:7-8 “But יהוה abides forever, He is preparing His throne for judgment. 8 And He 

judges the world in righteousness, He judges the peoples in straightness.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 103:19 “יהוה has established His throne in the heavens, and His reign shall rule over 

all.” 
Ḥazon/Revelation 20:11 “And I saw a great white throne and Him who was sitting on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.” 
Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 8:1-2 “Now the summary of what we are saying is: We have such a High Priest, who 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Greatness in the heavens, 2 and who serves in the set-

apart place and of the true Tent, which יהוה set up, and not man.” 

 

Shemoth/Exodus 17:15-16 “And Mosheh built an altar and called its name, יהוה Nissi, 16 for he said, 

“Because a hand is on the throne of Yah,  יהוה is to fight against Amalěq, from generation to 

generation.” 
Here in verse 16 of Shemoth/Exodus 17 we are given the power of the full assurance that we serve a 
Living Elohim!  
When we understand, in Hebrew, that a hand is often used as a metaphor for the work, or working 
strength, of a being, then we are also able to see that by the expression of, ‘a hand is on the throne of 
Yah’, we are able to fully grasp that the One who fights for us is active in His right-ruling and 
judgements, as His throne, which represents His Authority, is a Throne upon which there is a Living, 
working and Saving Hand; which further emphasises that, due to this fact, we shall always have the 
Hand of Yah fighting our enemies for us! 

 Messiah, the Outstretched Arm and Right Hand of Elohim, is ‘on the Throne of Yah’, while He is  יהושע

also continually interceding for us, as High Priest forever, in the order of Malkitseḏeq.  
The thrones of other false mighty ones are simply man-made thrones, in which there is no life or power, 
yet the Throne of or Elohim, the Elohim of the Living, is active and in the power and Authority of the 
Living Word that proceeds from the Throne, we have the full assurance of the promised provision and 
protection of our great Elohim and saviour! 
 
As we consider these words that are contained in this verse 16, we take note of a couple of varied 
translations, or rather interpretations, as to what the text is saying.  
The phrase ‘Because a hand is on the throne of Yah’ has various translators stating that the Hebrew 
word for ‘throne’ may in fact have been the word for ‘banner’, especially as we consider the declaration 

of the slaughter-place that was built as a remembrance and called ִנִסי  יהוה  Nissi, which יהוה  – 

means - יהוה our banner or – יהוה is my banner.  
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In Hebrew, the phrase is written as follows: ל־ֵכס ִכי־ָיד ָיה  עַׁ  – kiy-yaḏ al-kes Yah  

Broken down by word we take note of the root meaning of each word:  

 ’kiy – Strong’s H3588 is a primary conjunction that can mean, ‘that, for, when, because, if, since ִכי  (1

and here clearly begins a clear statement that will be followed by the resulting action of what is first 
being declared!  

 ,yaḏ – Strong’s H3027 is a primitive noun which is translated as, ‘hand, command, authority  ָיד (2

power, tenon, side’, and the primary meaning of this noun is “the terminal part of the arm used to 
perform functions of man’s will.”, and we understand in the Hebraic mind-set that one’s hand 
symbolises what one does or one’s ‘works’ and to us as believers it speaks of our works of righteousness 
– that is the guarding and doing of His commands, while to unbelievers it can signify their works of 
unrighteousness or lawlessness!  

 kes – this word that has been translated as ‘throne’ is thought to be a construct of the word ֵכס (3

 kisse – Strong’s H3678 which means, ‘seat of honour, throne, authority, and official seat’, and ִכֵסא 

speaks of the seat of the king and is a symbol of royal authority.  

 יהוה  Yah – Strong’s H3050 which is the contracted Name of יה (4

 
So, what is it that has translators questioning the Hebrew phrase here?  

It is the word that is translated as ‘throne’ – ֵכס kes – as some translators believe that the word 

‘banner’ is better suited here and explain that the reason for this is that the original Hebrew word may 

have rather been the word ֵנס nes – Strong’s H5251 which means, ‘a standard, ensign, signal, sign, 

banner, distinguishing mark’.  

The thought is that the two Hebrew letters  ֵכ – ‘kaf’ and  ֵנ – ‘nun’, can often look the same when written 

in free hand and some maintain that it is possible that the writer was writing a ‘nun’ but may have 
looked like a ‘kaf’.  
If this was the case then the phrase would render the following: ‘because a hand is on the banner of 

Yah’. For some this makes better sense, especially in following the compound Name of ִנִסי  יהוה  – 

 .Nissi יהוה

 
While there may be debate over this, what is made very clear here, is that on that day Mosheh made a 

clear declaration of Truth, that יהוה would fight against Amalěq from generation to generation! 

Another aspect that has been presented by some, is that the hand being referred to here may be that of 
Amalĕq’s, which renders for us the picture of Amalěq assuming the role of being in authority by ‘putting 
their hand on the throne/banner’ of Yah, hence the statement that Mosheh makes becoming clear that 

because of this false authority that sets itself up as Elohim, יהוה Himself will fight against that which 

tries to set themselves up in the place of Elohim! 
The throne represents the authority and right-ruling or judgement while the banner represents the 
display of who one’s authority is. 
 
With this interpretation we can see the picture of the anti-Messiah trying to be the authority and get 
other to follow his wicked authority which he does by works of falsehood, trickery and lies! With the 
interpretation of the hand being on the throne/banner representing Amalĕq we take note of the lesson 
we can get from this in this being a warning against stubbornness and pride.  
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Amalĕq, as already mentioned, means, ‘dweller in the valley’ and can represent for us those who are in 
the ‘valley of decision’, so to speak, and are double minded in their walk as they refuse to humbly 
submit to the true judgement and leadership of Messiah!  

What Mosheh is making very clear here, is that יהוה is against all those who are against Him and His 

people!  

There will always be an Amalĕq against the people of יהוה, and so  יהוה will always fight for us!!! 

Tehillah/Psalm 21:8-13 “Your hand reaches all Your enemies; Your right hand reaches those who hate 

You. 9 You make them as a furnace of fire in the time of Your presence; יהוה does swallow them up 

in His wrath, and fire does consume them. 10 You destroy their fruit from the earth, and their seed 
from among the sons of men. 11 For they held out evil against You; they devised a plot; they do not 
prevail. 12 For You make them turn their back, when You aim with Your bowstring toward their faces. 

13 Be exalted, O יהוה, in Your strength! We sing and we praise Your might.”  

 
The varying interpretations and possible translations, of this unique phrase of a hand being on the 
throne/banner of Yah, can be both a great encouragement as well as a stern warning, as we recognise 
the joy of knowing that we have a Mighty Elohim who fights for us, while we also recognise the caution 
against pride and danger of assuming to be your own authority and doing what is right in your own eyes, 

for  יהוה will bring down those who have proud hearts and those who have exalted themselves above 

Him! 
Tas’loniqim Bět/2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 “Let no one deceive you in any way, because the falling away 
is to come first, and the man of lawlessness is to be revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called Elohim or that is worshipped, so that he sits as Elohim in the 
Dwelling Place of Elohim, showing himself that he is Elohim.” 
 
Whichever way you may interpret these words of Mosheh, in Shemoth/Exodus 17:16, we can be sure of 
the Truth that we have a Mighty Elohim who fights for us, and under whom we submit and walk, and in 
doing so, we have great confidence, boldness and shalom to stand firm and armed in His Truth, as we lift 
our hands in praise and prayer, making our boast and praise in Him while also praying for each other.  
We also recognise that despite the enemies attempt at trying to usurp the authority of Elohim over 

others through works of lawlessness and pride, יהוה will fight against all that exalts itself against the 

knowledge of Elohim! 
 
May we therefore walk under the banner of the Most-High as we walk in victory and overcome:  
Qorintiyim Bět/2 Corinthians 2: 14-16 “But thanks be to Elohim who always leads us on, to 
overcome in Messiah, and manifests through us the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 15 
Because we are to Elohim the fragrance of Messiah among those who are being saved and among 
those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are the smell of death to death, and to the other the 
fragrance of life to life. And who is competent for these?” 

 
Our Righteous High Priest and King is the One who will sit on the throne of judgement and scatters all 
evil with His eyes! 
 

The word ‘scatters’ is translated from the Hebrew root word ָזָרה zarah – Strong’s H2219 which means, 

‘scatter, fan or winnow’, and is written in the ‘piel’ tense, which expresses the intensive or intentional 
action which can also mean, ‘disperse, sift’.  
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In judgement, יהוה ‘scattered’ Yisra’ĕl for their whorings and He is coming again to sift the nations 

and gather His remnant Bride; and at the end of this age, those who are not part of the first resurrection 
will be raised and the dead will be judged, from what is written in the books, according to their works, 
and if anyone is not found written in the Book of Life, they shall be thrown into the lake of fire. 
(Ḥazon/Revelation 20:11-15) 
 

In Hebrew, the most frequently used word for ‘evil’ is based on the root word ע  ra – Strong’s H7451 רַׁ

meaning, ‘bad, evil, wicked, harmful’.  

This word is often expressed in the feminine as ָרָעה ra’ah – Strong’s H7463 which is from the same as 

עַׁ    .’roa – Strong’s H7455 which means, ‘badness, evil רֹּ

Evil is the exact opposite of the term ‘good’, and the Hebrew word for ‘good’ is טֹוב toḇ – Strong’s 

H2895 which carries the meaning, ‘pleasant, good, agreeable, beautiful, to be pleasing, done well’.   

In the true understanding of this word טֹוב toḇ we can see that it may best be translated in most cases 

as ‘functional’, for when יהוה said in Berěshith/Genesis 1:31 that when He saw all that He had made, it 

was very good. What He saw was His creation functioning properly and working the way it should and 
this is why it was ‘good’. 
What will be ‘scattered’ before His eyes is ALL evil and that which is not functioning according to His 
Righteousness! 
 

Verse 9: 
“Who says, “I have cleansed my heart, I am purged of my sin”?” 
 
Shelomoh presents a very clear rhetorical question here, by asking, “Who says…?”, with the obvious 
answer to this question as being, “no one!” 
This rhetorical question makes a very convincing comment on the sinfulness of mankind.  
There is no one who can claim to be without sin, as we are reminded by what Yoḥanan tells us in: 
Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 1:8-10 “If we say that we have no sin, we are misleading ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is trustworthy and righteous to forgive us the sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His 
Word is not in us.” 
 

The Hebrew root word that is used and translated as ‘cleansed’ is ָזָכה zaḵah – Strong’s H2135 which 

means ‘to be clear, clean or pure, to be blameless, cleansed, make yourself clean and be kept pure’. 
This word also gives the meaning of being clear and pure and free from any foreign substances; being 
flawless and in a perfect state, being free of guilt and able to stand before the throne of Elohim which 
we can, by the blood of Messiah, come boldly to in order to find favour in time of need! 
It is only our Master and Elohim that can cleanse our heart from sin! 
 
When Dawiḏ sinned, he cried out to Elohim and asked that Elohim would create in him a clean heart: 
Tehillah/Psalm 51:10 “Create in me a clean heart, O Elohim, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” 
Messiah tells us: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 5:8 “Blessed are the clean in heart, because they shall see Elohim.” 
 
By the Blood of Messiah, we are able to have our hearts cleansed from a wicked conscience and be 
equipped in Him to remain steadfast in guarding set-apartness. 
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Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 10:19-22 “So, brothers, having boldness to enter into the Set-apart Place by the 

blood of 20 ,יהושע by a new and living way which He instituted for us, through the veil, that is, His 

flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the House of Elohim, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in 
completeness of belief, having our hearts sprinkled from a wicked conscience and our bodies washed 
with clean water.” 
Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 1:22 “Now that you have cleansed your lives in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit to unfeigned brotherly love, love one another fervently with a clean heart” 
 
It is by the Blood of Messiah that we have been redeemed and enabled to cleanse our lives through a 
proper obeying of the Truth and therefore have a clear responsibility to keep our hearts clean! 

The Hebrew word for ‘heart’ is ֵלב leḇ - Strong’s H3820 which means, ‘inner man, mind, will thought’, 

or is often also written as ֵלָבב leḇaḇ – Strong’s H3824 which means, ‘inner man, heart, mind, 

understanding’; and what is interesting to take note of here is that these two letters for ‘heart’ in the 
ancient Hebrew pictographic Script make it clear that the rule and authority of Elohim is to be upon our 
hearts! 
The Word is to be upon our hearts: 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 30:14 “For the Word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart – to do 
it.” 
 

In the ancient Script, the Hebrew word  ֵלב leḇ - Strong’s H3820 looks like this: 

 
 

Lamed -  ֵל: 

The ancient script has this letter as , and is pictured as a ‘shepherd’s staff’, can give the meaning of 
‘to or toward’ and can represent that which pushes or pulls a flock in a direction, and can speak of 
authority or a yoke that is used to lead and guide, as well as the ability to bring back by Authority. 
 

Bet - ב: 

The ancient script has this letter as , which pictures a tent floor plan and means, ‘house’ or ‘tent’. It 
represents family and the importance of those who are inside the tent as opposed to the tent structure 
itself. 
 

In terms of these two pictures, representing the ‘heart’ or the inner man and the will and thoughts of 
man, we are able to see that a pure heart is one that submits to the authority of the Good Shepherd, 
having been grafted into His Body, that is the Tabernacle of Elohim, which in Messiah we now are.  
It can clearly be expressed as: 

THE RULES OF THE HOUSE 
 
And in recognising this, we see that we, as legitimate sons and daughter of the Most-High, that have 
been grafted in by the Blood of Messiah, have upon our hearts His Torah, under which we submit to 
walking in – for His Torah are the rules of His House, WHICH He has written on the fleshly tablets of our 
hearts! 
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Even with the word for heart, being expressed as  ֵלָבב leḇaḇ, we are able to see in the ancient text a 

second ‘bet’ (house), showing us the clear picture of the True authority for both Houses of Yisra’ĕl and 
Yehuḏah, that collectively make up the entire body of Messiah, or Tabernacle of Elohim, which we now 
are!  

 Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 6:5-6 “And you shall love יהוה your Elohim with all your heart, and with all 

your being, and with all your might. 6 “And these Words which I am commanding you today shall be in 
your heart” 
To love Elohim with all your heart implies that His commands are written upon your heart, for true love 
for Elohim is to guard His commands; and if one does not think upon or meditate upon His Torah in 
order to walk in it, then it shall be very clear that the Truth is not in them! 

 knows what is in our hearts, while we may not; and He tests our hearts in order to see if we will יהוה

obey Him or not: 

Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 8:2 “And you shall remember that יהוה your Elohim led you all the way 

these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you, prove you, to know what is in your heart, whether 
you guard His commands or not.” 

Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 10:12-13 “And now, Yisra’ĕl, what is יהוה your Elohim asking of you, but to 

fear יהוה your Elohim, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, and to serve יהוה your Elohim with 

all your heart and with all your being, 13 to guard the commands of  יהוה and His laws which I 

command you today for your good?”  
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 11:18 “And you shall lay up these Words of Mine in your heart and in your 
being, and shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.” 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 30:14 “For the Word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart – to do 
it.” 
 
The reason I am quoting all these verses, is to show that ‘it is a heart thing’ and the Word must be in our 
hearts and mouths, and not just a vain rendering of a corrupted lips service that has no heart or follow 
through with obedience and submission to doing the commands with joy! 
Guarding the good treasure and deposit of the Truth in our hearts will keep us from sinning and being 
lawless! 
Tehillah/Psalm 119:11 “I have treasured up Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” 
We are called to walk humbly before Elohim, and this is seen in the joyful submission to being led forth 
by the commands of Elohim as we, His House, are being built up in Him; and any resistance to this, as 
seen through pride and a hardened heart, is a severe problem, for pride deceives: 
Oḇaḏyah/Obadiah 1:3 “The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who dwell in the clefts of the 
rock, whose dwelling is high, who says in your heart, ‘Who shall bring me down to the ground?’” 
 
As we let the Truth dwell in our hearts, we will guard to do all to the esteem of our Master and Elohim, 
and anything that that does not esteem Him, whether in word or deed, we must not do: 
Qolasim/Colossians 3:16-17 “Let the Word of Messiah dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 
one another in all wisdom, singing with pleasure in your hearts to the Master in psalms and songs of 
praise and spiritual songs. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the Name of the Master 

 ”.giving thanks to Elohim the Father through Him ,יהושע

It’s a heart thing, and we who have heard the voice of our Master and Elohim, must receive His Word 
into our heart and go and proclaim the Reign with our words and the corresponding actions of 
obedience that reveal that His Word is in fact on our hearts.  
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Yeḥezqěl/Ezekiel 3:10-11 “And He said to me, “Son of man, receive into your heart all My words that 
I speak to you, and hear with your ears. 11“And go! Come to the exiles, to the children of your people, 

and speak to them and say to them, ‘Thus said the Master יהוה,’ whether they hear, or whether they 

refuse.”  
May we also hear these words and go and proclaim as we should – for it’s a heart thing!  
How is your heart?  
Has it been defiled through sin and the deceit of lawlessness?  
Wash your heart and keep it clean as you HEAR, GUARD and DO all He has commanded us to 
(Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 6:25)! 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘purged’ comes from the root verb ָטֵהר taher – Strong’s H2891 

and means the following: “to be clean; to cleanse; purify’ made clean”, “properly to be bright; to be 
pure – that is physically sound, clear, unadulterated, morally innocent”, “to be purged, purify, to 
declare something or someone clean.” 
It is His word that makes us clean as we cleanse ourselves daily through the washing of His Word.  
It is He who makes us clean – really clean – by His Blood!  
 

This Word ָטֵהר taher – Strong’s H2891 is also used in Wayyiqra/Leviticus 16:19, where the high priest 

would sprinkle the blood of the sin offering on the horns of the slaughter-place and all around, seven 
times. The number 7, as we know, signifies perfection and so, there is a perfect cleansing, and our 

perfect reconciliation by the Blood of יהושע! 

 

In Tehillah/Psalm 19 Dawiḏ proclaims that the fear of יהוה is ‘clean’: 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 19:9-10 “The fear of יהוה is clean, standing forever; the right-rulings of  יהוה are 

true, they are righteous altogether, 10 more desirable than gold, than much fine gold; and sweeter 
than honey and the honeycomb.” 

The Hebrew word for ‘clean’ here is written in the feminine as הֹוָרה   .t’horah – טְׁ

 
When we look at this word in the ancient script, we are able to recognise the wonderful aspect of what 

pure and clean fear of יהוה entails for us as a cleansed Bride: 

 
The original pictograph of these letters (from right to left): 
 

 

 

Tet –  ְׁט:  

The original pictograph for this letter is , ‘a container made of wicker or clay’.  
Containers were a very important item among the nomadic Hebrews.  
They were used for storing grains and other items.  
Wicker baskets were used as nets for catching fish.  
The meanings of this letter are ‘basket, contain, store and clay’. 
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Hey –ה: 

The original pictograph for this letter is , a man standing with his arms raised out.  
The meaning of the letter is ‘behold, look, breath, sigh and reveal or revelation’ from the idea of 
revealing a great sight by pointing it out. It also carries for us the meaning of surrender as we lift up our 

hands and submit to יהוה as we lift our hands in praise, declaring His authority under which we humbly 

submit! 
 

Waw – ֹו: 

This is the letter ‘waw’ or ‘vav’ and the ancient pictographic form of this letter is , a peg or ‘tent 
peg’, which was used for securing or tying the tent or other items. The possibility of it having a Y-shape 
is to show that it prevents the rope from slipping off. The root meaning of this letter is ‘to add, secure or 
hook’. 
 

Resh - ר: 

The Ancient picture for this letter is , ‘the head of a man’. This letter has the meanings of ‘head or 
man’ as well as ‘chief, top, beginning or first’. 
 
Now in terms of the cleansing process we see the following message through this pictograph lettering of 

ה ֹוָרהטְׁ  – t’horah: 

 
 
We, as ‘clay baskets’, come and surrender and ‘raise our hands’, in acknowledgement and confess our 
sins/lawlessness before the One who has secured for us His Covenants of Promise, in His own Blood - 

our ‘head’ and High Priest, עיהוש  Messiah,  and we put our lives in the hands of Him who ‘lifts us up’ 

from the miry clay and makes us clean and purifies us from all unrighteousness! 
Qorintiyim Bět/2 Corinthians 4:7 “And we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the 
excellence of the power might be of Elohim, and not of us” 
 
What Shelomoh is highlighting for us here in the parable that contains a clear rhetorical question is that 
no one is able to cleanse their hearts and purge themselves from sin without blood, and that means that 
without the Blood of Messiah no one is able to say they have cleansed themselves! 
Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 9:22-28 “And, according to the Torah, almost all is cleansed with blood, and without 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 23 It was necessary, then, that the copies of the heavenly 
ones should be cleansed with these, but the heavenly ones themselves with better slaughter offerings 
than these. 24 For Messiah has not entered into a Set-apart Place made by hand – figures of the true – 
but into the heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of Elohim on our behalf, 25 not that He 
should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters into the Set-apart Place year by year with blood 
not his own. 26 For if so, He would have had to suffer often, since the foundation of the world. But 
now He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the offering of Himself. 27 
And as it awaits men to die once, and after this the judgment, 28 so also the Messiah, having been 
offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to those waiting for 
Him, unto deliverance.” 
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The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘sin’ comes from the root ָטָאה  ḥatta’ah – Strong’s H2403 חַׁ

which means, ‘sin, sinful thing, sin offering’.  
This word is often used to refer to the condition of sin, and appears many times, alternating in meaning 

between sin: the reality of disobedience to  יהוה, and sin-offering: the means of removing the guilt and 

penalty of sin before יהוה through the required sacrifice.  

 
What is made abundantly clear, in this rhetorical question, is that no one is able to say that they have 
purged themselves from sin, as no sinful man can be his own sin offering, for it is only by the precious 
blood of Messiah, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, that we are able to be purged of sin! 
 

This word ָטָאה  ḥata – Strong’s H2398 ָחָטא ḥatta’ah – Strong’s H2403 comes from the root word חַׁ

meaning, ‘to miss the mark, do wrong, incur guilt, fail to reach’, and when understanding  the root 
meaning of Torah, one can clearly see that to sin is to walk against, or walk contrary to, the Torah, for: 
Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 3:4 “Everyone doing sin also does lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” 
When shooting an arrow or other object towards a target, the distance that one misses by, is measured 
with a cord.  
The wrong actions of one are also measured against the correct action!  
The Torah is the ‘chord’ or ‘plumb-line that we are ‘measured against’, for we would not know what we 
have missed if there was no measuring line to guide and instruct us!  
Sinners are those who walk contrary to the Torah and ‘miss the mark’ of called for set-apartness and 
obedience to the torah. 
Sin is lawlessness! 
The Greek word for sin is ἁμαρτία hamartia – Strong’s G266 which means, ‘sin, failure, miss the mark, 
to miss or wander from the path of uprightness and honour, to do or go wrong’, and also carries the 
meaning of, ‘wandering from the law of Elohim, violate the law of Elohim’.   
We also know, yet I will once again remind you, that the Greek word used for ‘lawlessness’ is ἀνομία  
anomia – Strong’s G458 which means, ‘lawlessness or lawless deeds, unrighteousness’ and comes from 
the word ἄνομος anomos – Strong’s G459 which means, ‘lawless or without law, transgressors’.  
 
This verse in Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 3:4 spells it out very plainly for those who seem to miss the fact 
that to not walk in the Torah is sin!  
It is as though Yoḥanan was spelling out this fact very bluntly and straightforward for those who struggle 
with a Greek mind-set and see no need to walk in the Torah – well right here in the Greek it is clear:  
If you are lawless (that is to walk contrary to the Torah) then you are indeed sinning! 
 

ἁμαρτία hamartia – Strong’s G266 is ἀνομία  anomia – Strong’s G458 
 
Titos/Titus 2:11-14 “For the saving Gift of Elohim has appeared to all men, 12 instructing us to 
renounce wickedness and worldly lusts, and to live sensibly, righteously, and reverently in the present 
age, 13 looking for the blessed expectation and esteemed appearance of the great Elohim and our 

Saviour יהושע Messiah, 14 who gave Himself for us, to redeem us from all lawlessness and to cleanse 

for Himself a people, His own possession, ardent for good works.” 

The Greek word that is translated as ‘redeem’ is λυτρόω lutroō – Strong’s G3084 which literally 

means, ‘to release by paying a ransom, redeem’ – in other words, Messiah has paid the price for us and 
released us from lawlessness by paying the ransom for our lives with His Blood. 
Sha’ul tells us in: 
Romiyim/Romans 6:18 “And having been set free from sin, you became servants of righteousness.” 
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In other words, we can see that The Master יהושע Messiah has redeemed us and set us free from all 

lawlessness and sin, in order that we never wander from or violate the Torah. 
What we must also take note of is that unrighteousness is sin: 
Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 5:17 “All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not unto death.” 

The Greek word that is used here for ‘unrighteousness’ is the noun ἀδικία adikia – Strong’s G93 which 

means, ‘unrighteousness, iniquity, wrong, deed violating law and justice’ and as an adjective speaks of 
one who is wicked and unjust. 

ἀδικία adikia – Strong’s G93 IS ἁμαρτία hamartia – Strong’s G266 

 
The Greek renders a very clear message that many do not realise, in their stubbornness to walking in the 
Torah, and their rejection of the Torah makes them ‘lawless’ who are doing ‘lawlessness’, which the 
wages thereof shall be death, for the wages of sin is death! 
 
Understanding this we can see the following: 

ἀδικία adikia – Strong’s G93 is  ἁμαρτία hamartia – Strong’s G266, which is ἀνομία  
anomia – Strong’s G458 

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS is SIN which is LAWLESSNESS 
 

Verse 10: 
“Differing weights and differing measures, both of them are an abomination 

to יהוה.” 
 
Shelomoh is summarising a clear instruction that is given to us in the Torah: 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 25:13-16 “You shall not have in your bag differing weights, a heavy and a 
light. 14 “You shall not have in your house differing measures, a large and a small. 15 “You shall have a 
perfect and right weight, a perfect and right measure, so that they prolong your days on the soil which 

 your Elohim is giving you. 16 “For all who do these, and all who do unrighteously, are an יהוה

abomination to יהוה your Elohim.” 

The instruction is clear in telling us that we are NOT to have differing weights or differing measures! 
Right weights and measures are what are required!!!  
Shelomoh also tells us in: 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 11:1 “A false scale is an abomination to יהוה, but a perfect weight is His delight.” 

The Hebrew word that is translated here as ‘false’ is ָמה  ,mirmah – Strong’s H4820 which means ִמרְׁ

‘deceit, treachery, dishonesty, falsehood’, and also is used in Amos 8:5 with reference to those who 
couldn’t wait for the Sabbath to be over so that they could trade and falsify their scales by deceit!  

False measures are an abomination to יהוה.  

There is no reward for ‘half’ obedience or for lukewarm obedience – your either obey or you do not, for 
there is no partiality with Elohim. His word is the same yesterday, today and forever and to assume a 
differing scale is an abomination to Him.  
 
Differing weights and measures, are a picture of deceit and greed and we are to have the same measure 
or standard of right-ruling in all situations.  
A common abominable practice of the day, was to have differing weights and measures for different 
classes or groups of people.  
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We see in many places today, how tourists are often charged a greater fee than locals, at various tourist 
attractions around the world and what we must learn, is that while the world may operate according to 
differing standards, we are to keep His pure standard of maintaining a perfect weight and measure 
toward all.  
For with the same measure we measure it shall be measured back to us!  
Do not cheat is made abundantly clear here and this instruction can carry into every aspect of our 
lives!!! 
Deceit is a dangerous thing – for it is through deceit that many do not know Elohim, while reckoning to 
themselves that they do! 

 :loathes a man of deceit יהוה

Tehillah/Psalm 5:6 “You destroy those speaking falsehood; יהוה loathes a man of blood and deceit.” 
 

The Hebrew wording that is used for ‘differing weights’ is – ֶאֶבן ָוֶאֶבן – ‘eḇen vaeḇen’, which is 

translated as an idiomatic expression of ‘differing weights’, as a literal word for word translation would 
be obscure.  

The Hebrew root word that is used twice in a row here, is the word ֶאֶבן eḇen – Strong’s H68 meaning, 

‘stone, corner stone, differing weights, plumb line’, and is literally written as, ‘a stone and a stone’ 
which would not make much sense in English, if translated directly. 

The Hebrew wording that is used for the phrase ‘differing measures’ is  ֵָאיָפהֵאיפ ה וְׁ  – ‘ĕphah 

vaĕphah’ – which is also translated as an idiomatic expression, that is rendered as ‘differing weights’.  
 

The Hebrew root word that is used twice in a row here, is the word ֵאיָפה ĕphah – Strong’s H374 which 

means, ‘dry measure, measure of grain’, and is literally written as, ‘a measure and a measure’.  
The word ĕphah is also used to describe a receptacle or measure for holding this amount, as an ĕphah is 
equal to 10 omers.  
The phrases, ‘a stone and a stone’ as well as ‘a measure and a measure’, are used as a reference to 
describe the practice of having diverse or different sets of weights or measures for buying and for 
selling. 
 

To have differing weights and measures is an abomination to יהוה, and the Hebrew word that is 

translated here as ‘abomination’ is the noun ּתֹוֵעָבה to’eḇah – Strong’s H8441 which means, 

‘abomination, abominable thing, detestable thing, object of loathing’, from which the verb for ‘utterly 

hate’ - ב  .ta’aḇ – Strong’s H8581 which means, ‘to abhor, despise, reject’, is derived ָּתעַׁ

 

The Hebrew noun ּתֹוֵעָבה to’eḇah – Strong’s H8441 is used 117 times in the Tanak (O.T.), and we are 

going to take a look at a few of these, in order for us be reminded of that which is an abomination to 

 ,and therefore, be on guard that we do not allow these abominations to be seen at all in our lives ,יהוה

lest we be accursed by them and find that we are thrown out rather than brought in, so to speak! 
 

The first use of this word ּתֹוֵעָבה to’eḇah – Strong’s H8441 is in: 

Berěshith/Genesis 43:32 “And they set him a place by himself, and them by themselves, and the 
Mitsrites who ate with him by themselves, for the Mitsrites could not eat food with the Hebrews, for 
that is an abomination to the Mitsrites.” 
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Yosĕph’s brothers did not yet know that this ruler was their long lost brother whom they had sold into 
slavery, and after being summonsed to Yosĕph’s house for a meal we see that the seating arrangements 
were very obvious – and that is that the Mitsrites would not eat with the Hebrews, for that was an 
abomination to the Mitsrites!  
After Yosĕph and his family had been fully reunited and they would be presented before Pharaoh we, 
again see in:  
Berěshith/Genesis 46:34 “that you shall say, ‘Your servants have been men of livestock from our 
youth even till now, both we and also our fathers,’ so that you dwell in the land of Goshen, for every 
shepherd is an abomination to the Mitsrites.” 
Shepherds were an abomination to the Mitsrians, as they detested what they considered to be the 
lawless ways of wandering shepherds who had no fixed home, and moved from place to place with each 
change of the season in search of food, water, and grazing land.  
This clearly pictures for us how the worldly ways of man will be an abomination to the ways of those 
who walk in the commands of Elohim! 
Here we are able to see the metaphoric picture of how true believers shall be hated by the world – for 
the world hated the Good Shepherd! 
Yoḥanan/John 15:18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.” 
Marqos/Mark 13:13 “And you shall be hated by all because of My Name. But he who shall have 
endured to the end, he shall be saved.” 
 
The way to ‘endure’ is to make sure that abominations are kept out of our lives.  

What is very clear here, is that the things that are an abomination to יהוה are not an abomination to 

the worldly, and vice versa.  
We must ensure that we do not make ourselves friends with that which is not of Elohim! 
Ya’aqoḇ/James 4:4 “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with Elohim? Whoever therefore intends to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy 
of Elohim.” 

To the wicked, the ways of יהוה are detestable and to יהוה and His chosen people, the ways of the 

wicked are detestable!  

Scripture clearly expands for us, the very things that are an abomination to יהוה, teaching us and 

helping us to guard our lives and keep His Dwelling Place clean!  
 
Let us therefore take a brief tour through some key verses in Scripture, that clearly teaches us the very 

things that are an abomination to יהוה our Elohim! 

Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 7:25-26 “The carved images of their mighty ones you are to burn with fire. Do 
not covet the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it, for it is 

an abomination to יהוה your Elohim.  26 And do not bring an abomination into your house, lest you 

be accursed like it. Utterly loathe it and utterly hate it, for it is accursed.” 
In a nutshell, these verses are a clear command to make sure that we keep our houses clean, and 
destroy any form or image of idol worship!  
The reason why they were commanded to burn the idols was to keep anyone from going after them to 
seek the gold and silver that may have been on them. 
 
Differing weights and measures can also represent the many differing twisted theologies of man, that 
has perverted the Truth in order to satisfy the justification of many, in their need to hold firm to vain 
traditions that seek to nullify the need to guard the Torah!  
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There is ONE Torah and the word of Elohim has very clear right-rulings and judgements that are to be 
used and anything that is done contrary to the Truth, by ‘tilting the scales’ so to speak, is an 

abomination to יהוה our Elohim!  

In a nutshell, this parable makes it clear to us that יהוה hates dishonesty! 

 

Verse 11: 
“Even a child is known by his deeds, whether his work is clear and right.” 
 
What Shelomoh is making clear here, in this parable, is that one’s conduct is the test of one’s character. 
How people conduct themselves in any situation, reveals their true character, and Shelomoh tells us 
that even a child’s character is known by what he does.  
What he is teaching us, is that while many may try to ‘put on a show’ and pretend to be something that 
they are not, what will reveal their character, is how they conduct themselves in their daily lives.  
Many people may put on a ‘religious show’ before others, in an attempt to try to convince them that 
they are a light of what the Word teaches, yet their conduct in their daily lives, be it in the privacy of 
their own home or at the workplace, when those they try to ‘spiritually impress’ are not around, is not a 
true reflection of a set-apart one of the Most-High. 
 
This statement is given by Shelomoh in two parts, with the second part clearly explaining the first.  
The use of the phrase, ‘even a child’, is a very powerful lesson to teach us that no one can hide their 
true character!  
Shelomoh makes it clear that ‘even a child’ (in their innocence so to speak) is known by what they do, 
and if this is the case then there is clearly no way to hide the true character of those who ought to know 
better and are guilty of compromise. 

The Hebrew word that translated as ‘young’ is the word ר  ,na’ar – Strong’s H5288 which means, ‘lad נַׁעַׁ

boy, youth attendant, child’.  
The proverbs of Shelomoh are not only for the aged and intellectual; they will equip even the young.  
In fact, we who trust in Elohim will find that He renews our youth like the eagle’s (Tehillah/Psalm 
103:5). 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘known’ comes from the primitive root verb ר  – naḵar ָנכַׁ

Strong’s H5234 which means, ‘to regard, recognise, acknowledge, discern, distinguish’.  
This root verb conveys the idea of ‘inspecting’ or ‘looking over’ something, with the intention to 
recognise what it is.  
This verb can also be used to mean, ‘take notice of’ or ‘pay attention’ and the third use of this verb, can 
be used in the sense of ‘recognising something’ that was formerly known.  
A person might be recognised by another by observation, be it in the sound of their voice or by their 
clothes etc.  
This root is also used to give the meaning of ‘acknowledge’, as a father would acknowledge the rights of 
the firstborn son etc. 
What Shelomoh teaches us here, is that if ‘even a child’ is known or recognised or acknowledged, by his 
deeds, then so shall all be!  
This word is also used to ‘distinguish’ or ‘understand’ and can further emphasise how one is 
distinguished by their deeds.  
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The Hebrew word translated here for ‘deeds’ is ֲעָלל  ,ma’alal – Strong’s H4611 which means, ‘doings מַׁ

works, acts, practices’, and while it used 3 times in Scripture, in reference to the deeds of יהוה, we see 

that, in terms of the ‘deeds of man’ in relation to one another, it is primarily used in a bad sense, which 
depicts the exploitation of one person by another, as one exercises unjust power over another.  
Our deeds define us and determine whether our works are clear and right or whether they are wicked 
and tainted. 
 

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 7:3 “Thus said יהוה of hosts, the Elohim of Yisra’ĕl, “Make your ways and your 

deeds good, then I let you dwell in this place.” 
The deeds and ways of Yehuḏah were not straight and needed correcting, which they needed to learn to 

do by hearing the Word of יהוה, with the clear promise that if they did make good their deeds and 

ways then יהוה would let them dwell in His presence!   

Yehuḏah’s ‘deeds’ were wicked and corrupt as they showed no love for their neighbour, and they 
oppressed the stranger, the fatherless and the widow.  
They had shed innocent blood and walked after false mighty ones.  
Their deeds were known and clearly exposed by the clear Light of the Word and if they would learn to 
do good and clean up their lives and stop doing all the wickedness they were doing, then they would 
dwell in that place – if not they were going to be cast out and scattered, as the seed of Ephrayim was. 
Messiah warned us against the false prophets who come in sheep’s clothing and that we would 
recognise or know them by their fruit: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 7:15-23 “But beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are savage wolves. 16 “By their fruits you shall know them. Are grapes 
gathered from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 “So every good tree yields good fruit, but a rotten 
tree yields wicked fruit. 18 “A good tree is unable to yield wicked fruit, and a rotten tree to yield good 
fruit. 19 “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 “So then, by 
their fruits you shall know them – 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Master, Master,’ shall enter into 
the reign of the heavens, but he who is doing the desire of My Father in the heavens. 22 “Many shall 
say to Me in that day, ‘Master, Master, have we not prophesied in Your Name, and cast out demons in 
Your Name, and done many mighty works in Your Name?’ 23 “And then I shall declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you, depart from Me, you who work lawlessness!’” 
 

The Hebrew word that is used in this parable for ‘work’ comes from the root word ל עַׁ  poal – Strong’s פֹּ

H6467 which means, ‘doing, deed, work, activity, wages, what you have done’, and comes from the 

primitive root ל  .’paal – Strong’s H6466 which means, ‘do, make, accomplish, perform ָפעַׁ

Tehillah/Psalm 64:9 “And all men fear, and declare the work of Elohim. And they shall wisely consider 
what He has done.” 
Tehillah/Psalm 77:12 “And I shall meditate on all Your work, and talk of Your deeds.” 
The work of our Master and Elohim clearly reveals His perfect character and conduct and Shelomoh 
teaches us that so too shall a man’s conduct be known by their ‘doings’. 
It is by a man’s ‘doings/works/fruit’, that he will be recognised and determined whether he is clear and 
upright or not! 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘pure’ is זְַׁך zaḵ – Strong’s H2134 which means, ‘pure, clean, 

clear’ and comes from the root verb ְך  zaḵaḵ – Strong’s H2141 meaning, ‘to be pure, clean, to be ָזכַׁ

bright’. 
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Our ways are to be clean, and we take note that this word זְַׁך zaḵ – Strong’s H2134 is used to describe 

the ‘clear’ oil of pressed olives that was to be brought for light and cause the lamp in the Tent of 
Meeting to burn continually! 
Shemoth/Exodus 27:20-21 “And you, you are to command the children of Yisra’ĕl to bring you clear 
oil of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually. 21 “In the Tent of Meeting, 
outside the veil which is before the Witness, Aharon and his sons are to tend it from evening until 

morning before יהוה – a law forever to their generations, from the children of Yisra’ĕl.” 

 
In the parable of the ten virgins, we also see the clear need to have our lamps filled with oil and not dare 
be found empty on the day of His visitation.  
And the command here, in Shemoth/Exodus 27:21, for the priests to tend the lamps from evening until 
morning – a law forever – once again tells us how we too are to keep our lamps burning in these ‘dark 
times’, until the morning comes! 
Romiyim/Romans 13:12 “The night is far advanced, the day has come near. So let us put off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 4:18 “But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, that shines ever brighter 
unto the perfect day.” 
Now, if our lamps are to be tended continually, then we see the need to constantly be on guard as to 

what we set our eyes upon – for our eyes are to be looking to יהושע Messiah (Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 

12:2)!!! 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 6:22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, all your 
body shall be enlightened.” 
Our eyes are to be upon the Torah and we are to not be found sleeping and without oil! 
While we understand and recognize our ways are to be clean, we must take note that we can never just 
assume to be clean without proper inspection and reflection in the Word!  

Shelomoh states that all of man’s ways are clean in his own eyes, yet it is יהוה who weighs the spirits! 

 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘right’ comes from the root word ָיָשר yashar – Strong’s H3477, 

and means, ‘right, straight, upright and righteous’.  
The Book of Yasher, commonly known to us as ‘Jasher’, means the book of the ‘upright/straight’ or the 
Book of the ‘Righteous’. 
We, as children of Elohim are called to walk upright and straight, called to walk and do what is ‘right’ in 

the eyes of יהוה – called to do what is ‘yashar’ – called to walk in righteousness and that is to walk in 

His Torah! 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 12:28 “Guard, and obey all these words which I command you, that it might 
be well with you and your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the eyes 

of יהוה your Elohim.” 

(I encourage you to go and check out the commentary notes on Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 3-7 for a more deeper 
understanding of what ‘yasher’ means!) 

 
While man’s ways might be right in his own eyes, the question is whether they are right in the eyes of 

 !or not יהוה

It is by the conduct of a man, that his ways will be revealed as being right in the eyes of יהוה or not! 

This parable is a sober warning against trying to ‘fake’ uprightness and cleanness and is a severe warning 
against any form of compromise, for it will be exposed as being wicked fruit and unable to be a part of 
the Kingdom! 
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Verse 12: 

“The hearing ear and the seeing eye, יהוה has made both of them.” 

 

This verse is a single statement that simply declares that it is יהוה who has made the human senses of 

sight and hearing, and in saying this, we recognise that the work of Elohim is perfect, teaching us that all 
have the ability to hear, know and see Elohim.  
With that being said, we recognise how sin has caused man to become deaf and blind and unable to see 
and hear with what they should.  
This statement certainly carries more meaning that just sight and sound, as the Hearing Ear and the 
Seeing Eye is a clear reference to all of the senses of man.  
It could be best understood to mean that what we listen to and what we look at, should be right and 
pleasing to our Master and Elohim, who created us in His image and likeness! 

While we recognise that יהוה has made the hearing ear and seeing eye, this parable presents a perfect 

mirror of truth before our faces, that should cause us to ask ourselves if we are using our ears and eyes 
to hear and see, as we should! 
 

Hearing ear: ת עַׁ מַׁ ֶזן  שֹּ  ozen shoma’ath’ – this literally means ‘ear that hears’, and the root words‘ – אֹּ

are as follows: 

The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘ear’ comes from the root word ֶזן  ozen – Strong’s H241 which אֹּ

means, ‘an ear, hear, attentive, closely, recite, reveal’ and comes from the root verb ָאזַׁן azan – 

Strong’s H238 which means, ‘to give, ear, listen, pay attention, perceived by ear’, and while this also 
carries the meaning to listen and listen attentively, it literally means to ‘cup the ear’ – in other words, 
give your complete attention and be obedient to take it all in. 
 

The Hebrew root that word used here for ‘hearing’ is ע  shama – Strong’s H8085, which carries the ָשמַׁ

meaning not just simply to hear, but rather, ‘to hear with attention and comprehend and discern and 
give heed to what is being spoken’. 
Shemoth/Exodus 19:5-6 “And now, if you diligently obey My voice, and shall guard My covenant, then 
you shall be My treasured possession above all the peoples – for all the earth is Mine – 6 ‘and you 
shall be to Me a reign of priests and a set-apart nation.’ Those are the words which you are to speak 
to the children of Yisra’ĕl.” 
These verses make it very clear – for us to truly be a treasured possession of the Most-High, we are to 
make sure that we obey His voice and guard His Covenant.  

In the above verse, the root word ע  shama’ is used twice in a row, which means to ‘hear, listen and‘ ָשמַׁ

obey’.  

The structure is as follows: עּו מְׁ   :im-shamoa tishmau, which literally translates as ִאם־ָשמֹועַׁ  ּתִ שְׁ

“If hearing, you shall hear” and this reminds me of how often we see the term being used in 
Ḥazon/Revelation to the assemblies:  

“He who has ears let him hear what the Spirit says.” 
The call here, is to hear the depths of what is being spoken – hear the spirit that lies behind the letter! 
Now, if people are not even listening to the letter, how are they ever going to hear what the Spirit 
says!!! 
If we hear and obey the first time, then we will be able to keep hearing and grow in our obedience.  
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Having come out of Mitsrayim, Yisra’ĕl were now challenged to do what they were not necessarily 
accustomed to doing, and that was to listen carefully to instructions of Elohim without the drowning 
noise of compromise and twisted truths.  
The reward of listening attentively and guarding that which you hear through the doing comes with the 
wonderful promise of being a treasured possession. 
 

Seeing eye: ָאה ִין רֹּ עַׁ  veayin ro’ah’ – this is literally ‘and the eye that sees’, and the root words are‘ – וְׁ

as follows: 

The Hebrew word for ‘eye’ is עין ayin – Strong’s H5869 which means ‘eye, sight, fountain’, and is often 

used to depict the spiritual faculties, as when Aḏam and Ḥawwah sinned their ‘eyes’ were opened and 
they lost their innocence and were aware of their nakedness, both physical and spiritual.  
Eyes can be blinded to the Truth of the Torah of Elohim through compromise and sin, and eyes can be 
opened by Elohim, and we are told in Tehillah/Psalm 19:8 that the commands of Elohim enlighten the 
eyes! 
 

The Hebrew word for ‘seeing’ is ָרָאה ra’ah – Strong’s H7200 – meaning, ‘to see, look, observe, pay 

close attention, consider, appear, provide’. 
 

In the ancient script this word also reveals a great truth to us as ָרָאה ra’ah is pictured as 

 
 

Resh -  ָר 

The ancient script has this letter as and is pictured as ‘the head of a man’ and has the meaning of 
the head of a man as well as chief, top, begging or first. Top as in the top or head of a body and chief 
and is head of a tribe or people as well as the one who rules the people. 
 

Aleph –  ָא 

The ancient script has this letter as and is pictured as ‘the head of an ox’ representing strength 
and power 
 

Hey -  ה 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as a man standing with his arms raised up and 
out as if pointing to something, and in essence carries the meaning of ‘behold’ as in when looking at 
something very great. It can also have the meaning to ‘breath’ or ‘sigh’ as when looking at a great sight 
and having your breath taken away so to speak!  
It also has the meaning of revelation or to reveal something by pointing it out. 
 
To see and be functional in seeing as we should can render the following meaning for us:  

THE BEGINNING OF OUR STRENGTH IS IN THE REVELATION OF MESSIAH OUR HEAD, 
WHO WE PRAISE AND SERVE WITH OUR ALL 
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When Mosheh tried to debate with Elohim, in regards to his inability to go and call Yisra’ĕl out of 
Mitsrayim, we take note of what he was clearly told: 

Shemoth/Exodus 4:11 “And יהוה said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes dumb, or 

deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, יהוה?” 

  :answers very powerfully with a sobering reality that should have shaken Mosheh to the core יהוה

“Who has made man’s mouth?” 

 was not going to accept Mosheh’s excuse for lack of speech and we too must learn from this, in יהוה

that we must not be afraid of what we ought to say or how we ought to say the Truth – the Truth must 

be in us and when necessary, יהוה will give us words to speak and let it flow like rivers of living water 

from deep within! 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 10:19 “But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you 
should speak. For it shall be given to you in that hour what you shall speak” 
 
Yirmeyahu also faced this dilemma of thinking that he would not be able to speak to others: 

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 1:6-9 “And said I, “Ah, Master יהוה! See, I do not know how to speak, for I am a 

youth.” 7 And יהוה said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ but go to all to whom I send you, and 

speak whatever I command you. 8 “Do not fear their faces, for I am with you to deliver you,” declares 

 said to me, “See, I have put יהוה put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and יהוה Then 9 .יהוה

My words in your mouth.” 
 
In this parable Shelomoh is reminding us that we have no excuse to hear and see and be true 
ambassadors of our King! 
 

Verse 13: 
“Do not love sleep, lest you become poor; open your eyes, be satisfied with 
bread.” 

 
Do not love sleep – open your eyes!  
After having just reminded us who made the ears and eyes of man, Shelomoh then continues to warns 
us against not using that which our Master and Elohim has made! 
When one sleeps, they are not using their ears and eyes and this command to have eyes open and not 
be sleeping, implies a clear call to obedience and the proper hearing, guarding and doing of the 
commands of Elohim! 
Here, sleep and laziness are contrasted with being awake and diligent in one’s duties. 
 

The Hebrew root word that is used here for ‘sleep’ is ֵשָנה shenah – Strong’s H8142 which comes from 

the word ָיֵשן yashen – Strong’s H3462 meaning, ‘to sleep (figuratively to die), to cause to sleep’.  

Do not love to sleep or be slack, and to guard against that, our eyes must be open and satisfied with 
bread! 
 

  !is the Bread of Life and in Him we are truly satisfied יהושע 

There are many today who are sadly asleep as their eyes and ears are not open to the Truth and the 
required obedience thereof. 
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Romiyim/Romans 13:11-14 “And do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for us to wake 
up from sleep, for now our deliverance is nearer than when we did believe. 12 The night is far 
advanced, the day has come near. So let us put off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light. 13 Let us walk becomingly, as in the day, not in wild parties and drunkenness, not in 

living together and indecencies, not in fighting and envy, 14 but put on the Master שעיהו  Messiah, 

and make no provision for the lusts of the flesh.” 

The Greek word that is used here for ‘sleep’ is ὕπνος hupnos/hypnos – Strong’s G5258 and while 

meaning sleep it also carries the understanding of ‘being under, put under’.   
In fact, we get our English word ‘hypnosis’ from this word.  
Hypnosis is a trance-like state that resembles sleep but is induced by a person whose suggestions are 
readily accepted by the subject! 
 
In Greek mythology, ‘Hypnos’ was the personification of sleep and was the Greek mighty one of sleep, 
whose palace was in a dark cave where the sun never shone and at the entrance of the cave 
(underworld) to where he was believed to reside, there were poppies and other hypnotic plants.  
The Roman equivalent to this pagan mighty one was ‘Somnus’, from which the English word ‘insomnia’ 
is derived – with the word ‘in..’ meaning ‘no or to not’ and ‘somnus’ meaning sleep!  
 
The charge by Sha’ul, is an urgent one, as he urges us to put off the works of darkness to which hypnos 
and somnus and all the Greek mythological mighty ones were ascribed to and Sha’ul says to us that we 
are to put on the armour of light, which is the Torah of Elohim!  

As we put on יהושע Messiah and clothe ourselves in His Righteousness and guard His commands, we 

shall be equipped to being properly sober and alert, giving no room for the lust of the flesh and the 
works of darkness! 

Yeshayahu was instructed by יהוה to go and proclaim to a ‘sleeping and deaf’ Yisra’ĕl: 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 6:9 “And He said, “Go, and you shall say to this people, ‘Hearing, you hear, but do 
not understand; and seeing, you see, but do not know.’” 
This is a clear warning that is still ringing loud and clear and will continue until the land becomes a ruin, 
when He comes again to separate those who have heard and understood and seen and known, from 
those who simply have not! 

 came to bring us a recovery of sight – by manifesting the very Truth in the Flesh, separating the יהושע

light from the dark: 

Luqas/Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of יהוה is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to bring the Good 

News to the poor. He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to send away crushed ones with a release, 19 to proclaim the acceptable 

year of יהוה.” 

Seeing and watching is what we are to be doing and in doing so, we are to guard ourselves and take 
heed not to fall asleep; and in light of what we are discussing here, let us look further at some very 
critical words of warning that we are to take heed of from our Master, in: 
Marqos/Mark 13:33-37 “Take heed, watch and pray, for you do not know when the time is – 34 as a 
man going abroad, having left his house and given authority to his servants, and to each his work, and 
commanded the doorkeeper to watch. 35 “Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of 
the house is coming – in the evening or at midnight, or at the crowing of the cock, or in the morning, 
36 lest, coming suddenly, he should find you sleeping. 37 “And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” 
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‘Take heed’ is the word we discussed already - βλέπω  blepō  - a root of the word used in ‘recovery of 

sight’, and the Greek word for ‘watch’ in verses 34,35 & 37 is γρηγορέω  grēgoreō – Strong’s G1127 

which means, ‘keep awake, be vigilant’, and is formed from the word ἐγείρω  egeirō – Strong’s G1453 

which means, ‘to waken, raise up, arise’. 

The word that is translated as ‘watch’ in verse 33 is the Greek word ἀγρυπνέω agrupneō – Strong’s 

G69 and means, ‘to be sleepless, wakeful, alert, keep watch’ as it comes from the two Greek words:  

1) ‘ἀ’ Alpha, which is used as a negative participle and  

2) ὕπνος hupnos – Strong’s G5258 as already discussed  

So, what we clearly understand, in the command to ‘watch’, is that we are to ‘keep awake, be vigilant’ 
and make sure that we DO NOT SLEEP or get hypnotised, under the spell of the false doctrines of man! 

In the illustration that יהושע gives here, we can also learn from the command given to the 

‘doorkeeper’ to watch, that this is exactly what is required of a faithful servant – to be awake, watchful 
and guarding the door! 
 

If you love sleep, you will become poor and the Hebrew word for ‘become poor’ is  ַׁשָיר  yarash – 

Strong’s H3423 which means ‘to dispossess, drive out, expel, disinherit, bring to ruin, destroy’, which 
teaches us a vital lesson in that those who are sleeping at the Master’s return and are found to be 
without oil shall be driven out and expelled! 
 
The clear command given, through this parable, is for a true servant to open their eyes and be satisfied 
with bread! 

The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘open’ comes from the root word ח  paqaḥ - Strong’s H6491 ָפקַׁ

which means, ‘open, to open (eyes)’. 

This verb ח  paqaḥ - Strong’s H6491 is used 21 times in the Tanak and typically refers to the opening ָפקַׁ

of eyes, except for two occurrences in Yeshayahu: 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 42:20 “You see much, but do not observe; ears are open, but do not hear.” 
In this verse it is used for the opening of ears, or the lack thereof! 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 61:1 “The Spirit of the Master יהוה is upon Me, because יהוה has anointed Me to 

bring good news to the meek. He has sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim release to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound” 
In this verse, it is used to describe the opening of the prison to those who are bound, and as we know, 
these are the words that our Master spoke in the assembly, declaring that He is the One who has come 
to restore proper hearing and sight, for He is the One who made the ears and eyes of man and He alone 
is the One who can open up that which has been bound by sin! 
 
Shelomoh understood this and therefore teaches us the need for us to be on guard against laziness and 
a falling asleep to the truth.  
He teaches us that we must open up our eyes and be satisfied with bread.  
This is a clear metaphor for being completely satisfied with the nourishment that we get from the Word 
of Elohim, as we hear, guard and do all that our Master commands! 
 

The Hebrew word used here for ‘satisfied’ comes from the root verb ע  saḇa – Strong’s H7646 ָשבַׁ

meaning, ‘to be satisfied’, and a derivative of this word is  ַָׁשֵבע saḇea – Strong’s H7649 which means, 

‘satisfied, full, ripe’ and by implication can mean, ‘satisfied by nourishment’. 

In Tehillah/Psalm 103:5 we are reminded that יהוה satisfies our desire with good! 
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We know that יהוה satisfies our desires with good things and He satisfies His people with bread – 

which is symbolic of His Word that satisfies! 
Tehillah/Psalm 132:15 “I greatly bless her provision, I satisfy her poor with bread.” 
Tehillah/Psalm 147:14 “Who makes peace in your borders, He satisfies you with the finest wheat” 

Tehillah/Psalm 22:26 “The meek ones do eat and are satisfied; let those who seek Him praise יהוה. 

Let your heart live forever!” 

The word for ‘bread’ is ֶלֶחם leḥem – Strong’s H3899, meaning ‘bread, meal, provision, food’, and we 

are therefore able to see the sure promise of the blessing of provision given to those who open their 
eyes to the Truth and are sober and awake, being watchful as faithful servants who are obedient and 
work unto the Master, while the lazy will chase things that are worthless and have no value, for in their 
state of ‘sleep’, they will come to ruin! 
 

Verse 14: 
“Evil! Evil!” cries the buyer; but when he has gone his way, then he boasts.” 
 
This is an observation of what typically happens in the world, when people bargain.  
The buyer moans about the cost of goods, yet when he goes his way, after having bought something, 
will go and boast about what he got. 
The fact that the buyer cries out that the selling price is evil, suggests that this is his way of trying to get 
the price down, so that he can get what he wants, and after he gets what he wants, he boasts in the 
quality of his purchase, which also suggest that he boasts in how he ripped off the seller. 
 
This parable pictures for us the practice of deceit, where right scales and balances are not being used, 
and we must take heed against doing such boasting.  
We are to have right scales and right balances, in all we do, and while we may like to get a bargain, we 
do not get a bargain by telling the seller that their prices are wicked and evil.  
The picture that we get from this metaphor, is one of a buyer who makes a big scene and does so with 
one thing in mind, and that is to get a reduction in price, for which he then boasts about.  
 
Today, we see people who are doing the same thing, as they kick up a big fuss, in order to get a 
reduction in price, or even get something for nothing.  
A classic example, is seen in how some will go to a restaurant and eat good quality food and then moan 
about the food so that they do not have to pay.  
Many do this as a premeditated act, knowing that they will get a reduction by making a loud and abrupt 
scene about a product or service.  
These people, after getting a reduction, will then make a great boast to their friends how they ‘scored’, 
so to speak, when they moaned.  
This kind of behaviour may be the typical behaviour of many who are of the world, yet this type of 
behaviour is unacceptable for a true taught one of the Master! 
I have heard people telling others to go to a specific shop for something they need and are told that if 
they moan that they will get it cheaper, and this is not an acceptable character trait for an ambassador 
of the Coming King, who must always have right scales and balances and pay what is due! 
 

Verse 15: 
“There is gold and a multitude of rubies, but the lips of knowledge are a 
precious vessel. ” 
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Words of wisdom and knowledge are worth far more than gold and precious stones! 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:15, in speaking about wisdom, tells us that she is more precious than rubies. 

The Hebrew root word translated as ‘lips’ is  ָָפה ש  saphah – Strong’s H8193 which means, ‘lip, speech, 

language’, and what we are able to recognise here is how the words or language of knowledge are a 
precious vessel and worth more than gold and a multitude of rubies! 
 

Here, the Hebrew root word that is used for ‘knowledge’ is ת עַׁ  da’ath – Strong’s H1847 and comes דַׁ

from the word used in Yeshayahu/Isaiah 6:9 for describing those who are ‘seeing’ but do not ‘know’, 

which is the Hebrew root word ע   .’yaḏa – Strong’s H3045 which means, ‘to know ָידַׁ

 
As we meditate on the Torah, day and night, we are further equipped to guard the Word of Truth and 
the knowledge of the Set-Apart One!  
People who disregard the need to guard the knowledge by casting aside the Torah of Elohim can never 
be prosperous in the walk of set-apartness and will perish, due to the lack of knowledge being carefully 
guarded in their mouths, for the Torah is to be in our hearts and mouths – to do it! 
 
‘To know’ Elohim is to guard His commands, commands that we are to be meditating on day and night. 
Those who are not doing so will perish and cease to be, as they will be violently cut off! 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 6:9 describes for us those who are ‘seeing’ but do not ‘know’!  
It is one thing to look and see but to truly ‘know’ Elohim is to Guard and DO His commands! 
Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 2:3-5 “And by this we know that we know Him, if we guard His commands. 4 
The one who says, “I know Him,” and does not guard His commands, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. 5 But whoever guards His Word, truly the love of Elohim has been perfected in him. By this we 
know that we are in Him.” 
Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 3:24 “And the one guarding His commands stays in Him, and He in him. And 
by this we know that He stays in us, by the Spirit which He gave us.” 
Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 5:2-3 “By this we know that we love the children of Elohim, when we love 
Elohim and guard His commands. 3 For this is the love for Elohim, that we guard His commands, and 
His commands are not heavy” 
Yoḥanan could not be any clearer than this – to know Elohim is to guard His commands – which means 
‘DO’ them as we should! 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of יהוה is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Set-

apart One is understanding.” 
 
What we must recognise here, is that knowledge of Elohim comes in the guarding and doing of His 
commands, and our understanding of Him, can only come in the doing of His Word.  
If you do not understand Him, them you do not know Him, because you do not do what He says, and if 
this is the case, you will die for lack of knowledge and be unable to have an excuse for ignorance!  
The clear knowledge of Elohim has been revealed through Messiah, who came to fully proclaim the 
Torah and the Prophets and lead us, as we walk as He walked, which was in complete obedience to the 
Torah!  
He has appointed some to equip the body, so that the body can be perfected, until we all come to a 
unity of belief and of the knowledge of the Son of Elohim!  
The problem is, that most do not want to listen to those that the Master has appointed, but will rather 
listen to ear tickling liars, who puff their hearers up with the arrogant pride of a false knowledge, which 
is no knowledge of Elohim at all, as they teach a lawlessness and a rejection of the Torah!  
Messiah gave Himself for us, to redeem us from lawlessness and to cleanse us for Himself, as a 
possession that is ardent for good works! (Titos/Titus 2:14).  
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In other words, He gave Himself for us so that we can know Him and find the knowledge of Him that we 
had lacked, through ignorance and sin, and now, as He commands everyone everywhere to repent, 
there is no more ignorance that can be claimed!  
If you lack knowledge you will die! 
If any who claim to know Him do not guard His Torah and continue in the lawlessness that He came to 
redeem us from, then they will die and He will clearly declare that He did not know them: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 7:22-23 “Many shall say to Me in that day, ‘Master, Master, have we not 
prophesied in Your Name, and cast out demons in Your Name, and done many mighty works in Your 
Name?’ 23 “And then I shall declare to them, ‘I never knew you, depart from Me, you who work 
lawlessness!’” 
Iyoḇ/Job 36:12 “But if they do not obey, they perish by the sword, and die without knowledge.” 
 
Lips of knowledge are a precious vessel!  

The Hebrew root word that is translated as ‘vessel’ is  ִלי  ,keli – Strong’s H3627 which means, ‘article כְׁ

utensil, vessel, armour, weapon, tool for labour’, which comes from the root verb ָכָלה kalah – 

Strong’s H3615 which means ‘finished, completed, come to an end or accomplished’ and is very similar 

to the root word ָלה  kallah – Strong’s H3618 which means ‘a bride’, which carries a wonderful כַׁ

picture for us of a bride prepared – a bride who has made herself ready and presents herself as one 
prepared.  
The true remnant Bride is the precious vessel that has prepared herself for Her King! 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘precious’ comes from the root word ָקר  yeqar – Strong’s יְׁ

H3366 which means, ‘preciousness, costly thing, honour, splendour’, and comes from the root verb 

ר  .’yaqar – Strong’s H3365 which means, ‘to be precious, prized or appraised, valued ָיקַׁ

 
As we consider this powerful parable of Shelomoh, I am reminded of the words of Sha’ul to Timotiyos in: 
Timotiyos Bět/2 Timothy 2:19-21 “However, the solid foundation of Elohim stands firm, having this 

seal, “יהוה knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the Name of Messiah turn 

away from unrighteous-ness.” 20 But in a large house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but 
also of wood and clay, some unto value and some unto no value. 21 If, then, anyone cleanses himself 
from these matters, he shall be a vessel unto value, having been set apart, of good use to the Master, 
having been prepared for every good work.” 
If anyone cleanses himself from the filth of the world, through the proper washing of the Word, then he 
shall be a vessel unto value!  
A vessel that is precious and of more worth than gold or precious rubies, because of the Word that is in 
his heart and mouth!  
 

The Greek word that is used for ‘vessel’ is the LXX (Septuagint) is σκεῦος skeuos – Strong’s G4632 

which means, ‘vessel, implement, goods, article, jar’, and is used in: 
Tas’loniqim Aleph/1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 “For this is the desire of Elohim: your set-apartness! – that 
you should abstain from whoring, 4 that each one of you should know how to possess his own vessel 
in set-apartness and respect, 5 not in passion of lust, like the gentiles who do not know Elohim, 6 not 
to overstep and take advantage of his brother in this matter, because the Master is the revenger of all 
such, as we indeed said to you before and earnestly warned. 7 For Elohim did not call us to 
uncleanness, but in set-apartness.” 
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The Greek word that is used for ‘value’, in the expression ‘vessel unto value’, is τιμή time – Strong’s 

G5092 which means, ‘(to value, honour), a valuing, price, honour, honourable use, mark of respect’, 
and is used in: 
Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 6:20 “For you were bought with a price, therefore esteem Elohim in 
your body and in your spirit, which are of Elohim.” 
We were bought with a price and therefore must reflect that in our daily lives as we are valuable vessels 
in our Master’s hand!  
The way we do this is by making sure that we, as a royal priesthood, have lips that guard knowledge and 
speak that which is pure and righteous! 
Mal’aḵi/Malachi 2:7 “For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and they seek the Torah from 

his mouth, for he is the messenger of יהוה of hosts.” 

 

Verse 16: 
“Take the garment of one who is guarantor for a stranger, and hold it as a 
pledge when it is for foreigners.” 

 
Garments were often taken as a security for a loan and could be taken by the lender, if the debt was not 
repaid. The garment of a person does not refer to male clothing in particular, but to the outer coat or 
cloak of any person.  

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘garment’ is ֶבֶגד begeḏ – Strong’s H899 which means, ‘garment, 

covering, treachery, to deceive’ and can give reference to any kind of garment, from the robes of the 
rich and mighty to the rags of the poor and the leper.  
It is also used as a reference to the cloth used to cover the Tabernacle furniture (Bemiḏbar/Numbers 
4:12-13).  

This word comes from the root ָבגַׁד bagaḏ – Strong’s H898 which means, ‘to act or deal treacherously 

with, acted deceitfully, faithless, transgression’. 
 
This proverb is used a clear warning for us to not stand guarantor for a stranger, nor strike hands in a 
pledge, as we take note of what Shelomoh tells us in: 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 11:15 “He who is guarantor for a stranger suffers harm, but one who hates shaking 
hands in pledge is safe.” 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘guarantor’ comes from the root word  ַׁבָער  araḇ - Strong’s 

H6148 which means, ‘to take on pledge, give in pledge, become surety, guarantor’.  

The Hebrew word used for ‘stranger’ comes from the root word זּור zur – Strong’s H2114 which means 

‘strange, stranger, estranged, adulterer, adulterous, enemy’, and is also used to describe the ‘strange’ 
fire that the two sons of Aharon brought before Elohim, and were struck dead.  
 
While we are to be kind to strangers, what we see being taught here, as we progress through this 
proverb, is that we are to be on guard against submitting our ways to the leading and direction of 
another, especially when it goes against the clear plumb-line of the Torah!  
The danger of being a guarantor for a stranger, is that we can suffer severe harm, simply because the 
real danger of being taken for a ride, is a possibility with one who does not submit to walking in the clear 
ways of the Torah, giving us no guarantee that we can take a strangers word as something that can be 
trusted! 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘foreigner’ is ִרי  ,noḵri – Strong’s H5237 which means, ‘foreign ָנכְׁ

alien, adulteress, stranger’. 



58 
 

The Torah is clear about what must happen when you take your neighbours garment as a pledge: 
Shemoth/Exodus 22:26-26 “If you take your neighbour’s garment as a pledge at all, you are to return 
it to him before the sun goes down. 27 “For that is his only covering, it is his garment for his skin. What 
does he sleep in? And it shall be that when he cries to Me, I shall hear, for I show favour.” 

 tells us that if someone takes our outer garment, we should not withhold our inner garment as יהושע

well, for this will cause a true brother to be ashamed of what he has done and rise to the occasion of 
obeying this command. 
Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 6:7 says that we are already at fault when we have lawsuits among us – 
why not be wronged or cheated.  
If we take a pledge from our brother, who owes us something and he does not have the means to sleep 
or eat and have any food, while we sit in the comfort and luxury of abundant provision, we should not 
withhold the only means he has to survive and return it by night and let him come in the day and again 
return it at night – this would facilitate the one who owes you money, to work at paying you back so 
that he does not have to come each day and give you a pledge.  
By all means make a way for him to pay back, but do not allow him to be unable to be covered at night!  
 
On another perspective, the Torah can be seen as our outer garment and that which covers us, while we 
may walk in dark and perilous times and we should not cause our brother to throw off the keeping of 
Torah, in order to pay off his debt!  
We must ensure that justice and right-ruling are upheld and maintained on every level! 
 

Verse 17: 
“Bread gained by deceit might be sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth 
is filled with gravel.” 
 
This parable teaches us a clear warning against fraudulent activities!  
While gain from deceit might seem rewarding at the time of the gain, it will eventually catch up to you 
and bring you down.  
The analogy of one’s mouth being filled with gravel, is a clear picture of being thrown down to the 
ground and eating the dirt of the deceitful actions that were done! 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘deceit’ comes from the root word ֶשֶקר sheqer – Strong’s 

H8267 which means, ‘deception, disappointment, falsehood, lies’, and comes from the root verb ר  ָשקַׁ
shaqar – Strong’s H8266 which means, ‘to do or deal falsely, lie’. 

The word for ‘bread’ is ֶלֶחם leḥem – Strong’s H3899, which means ‘bread, meal, provision, food’, 

which is a clear metaphor for one’s sustenance and daily provision.  
What Shelomoh is warning against here, is gaining one’s livelihood by deceit! 
 
Shelomoh tells us the clear effects of bread that is gained by deceit in: 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 9:17-18 “Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.” 18 But he 
does not know that the dead are there, her guests are in the depths of the grave.” 
Shelomoh uses the contrast between that which is sweet to the mouth and pleasing, to that which is 
terrible.  
Bread that is sweet to one’s mouth is very satisfying, yet Shelomoh tells us that the bread gained by 
deceit will become like sand or dirt in one’s mouth.  
That which was sweet will turn to grit and become bad, leaving you with a mouth full of dirt! 
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Mishlĕ/Proverbs 30:8-9 “Remove falsehood and a lying word far from me; give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me my portion of bread; 9 lest I become satisfied and deny You, and say, “Who is 

 ”.And lest I be poor, and steal, and seize the Name of my Elohim ”?יהוה

As we consider these parables of Shelomoh, we take note that while something that is gained through 
wrong means, might seem very pleasant at the time of receiving it, the pleasantness will not last, as it 
will become a destructive poison that will bring you down. 
 

Verse 18: 
“By counsel plans are established; and by wise guidance wage a battle.” 
 
When one is facing some battles in life, it is very wise to get proper counsel and guidance, and be on 
guard against getting wrong counsel! 

The Hebrew root word for ‘plans’ is ֲחֶשֶבת  ,maḥasheḇeth – Strong’s H4284 which means, ‘thoughts מַׁ

devise, scheme, plan, purpose’, and we take note that this word is also used to describe the wicked 
thoughts of man, as we see in: 

Berěshith/Genesis 6:5 “And יהוה saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 
Messiah clearly warned us, that the last days will be as the days of Noaḥ, and we are certainly able to 
see how the inclinations of the thoughts of most, are only evil continually!  

When one’s ways and works are committed to יהוה, then one’s thoughts would not be evil but rather 

good and functional, lining up with the clear purpose and plans of our Creator! 
 

The Hebrew root word that is used for ‘established’, here in Mishlĕ/proverbs 16:3, is the word כּון kun 

– Strong’s H3559 which means, ‘ready, steadfast, established, firm, set up, determined, prepared’, and 
it is written in the ‘niphal passive’ tense rendering it to mean, ‘be prepared, be ready, be steadfast, be 
secure, be enduring, be stable, be settled’. 
What Shelomoh is telling us here is that plans are firmly established by proper counsel! 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘counsel’ comes from the root word ֵעָצה etsah – Strong’s 

H6098 which means, ‘counsel, advice, purpose’, and this comes from the primitive root verb ץ  yaats ָיעַׁ

– Strong’s H3289 which means, ‘counsel, counsellor, consult, give advice’, and this word is used as a 
title given to our Master and Messiah, as seen in: 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 9:6 “For a Child shall be born unto us, a Son shall be given unto us, and the rule is 
on His shoulder. And His Name is called Wonder, Counsellor, Strong Ěl, Father of Continuity, Prince of 
Peace.” 
Our Master and Elohim is our Counsellor and from this we are able to learn that any counsel that is 
given and does not correspond to the Word of Elohim is wrong counsel, and we must be careful not to 
sit in wrong counsel but sit in the proper counsel of the Word. 
Tehillah/Psalm 1:1-2 “Blessed is the man who shall not walk in the counsel of the wrong, and shall not 
stand in the path of sinners, and shall not sit in the seat of scoffers, 2 but his delight is in the Torah of 

 ”.and he meditates in His Torah day and night ,יהוה

 

The Hebrew word for ‘wise guidance’ is from the word  ֻּב חְׁ ָלהּתַׁ  taḥbulah – Strong’s H8458 which 

means, ‘direction, counsel, guidance, wise counsel, wise guidance’. 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 11:14 “Without guidance the people fall, but in a great counsellor there is safety.” 
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In Mishlĕ/Proverbs 1:5, we are told that “the understanding one gets wise counsel”, where we see 

ָלה בֻּ חְׁ   .’taḥbulah being translated as ‘wise counsel ּתַׁ

What Shelomoh is making very clear to us here, is that without proper guidance and wise counsel, 
people will fall.  

The Hebrew root word for ‘fall’ is ל  naphal – Strong’s H5307 which means, ‘to fall, lie, abandon, fell ָנפַׁ

down, cast down’, and is often used in Scripture to describe those who have fallen/died by the sword, 
unnecessarily or tragically, and not of someone who died of old age. 
 

The Hebrew word for ‘battle’ is  ָח ָמהִמלְׁ  milḥamah – Strong’s H4421 which means, ‘battle, war, 

warfare, military’ comes from the word ם  laḥam – Strong’s H3898 which means, ‘to fight, do ָלחַׁ

battle, conquer’ and can also carry the meaning, ‘consume, to use as food, eat’, and it is from this root 

word that we get the word ֶלֶחם leḥem – Strong’s H3899 which means, ‘bread, food, provision’.  

 
Understanding that the word for fighting or war/battle comes from the same root word from which 
bread comes from, which as we know from Scripture that bread is a symbol or picture of community, 
then it helps us further understand, how when we stand up and fight against ‘self’ and the lusts of the 
flesh that wage war in our lives; we are then in fact feeding the community with growth, as we conquer 
that which does not belong, in order to enrich the community or body we are made a part of! 
 

Verse 19: 
“He who goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets; therefore do not 
associate with him who speaks smoothly with his lips.” 
 
Beware of the ‘smooth talkers’, is what Shelomoh is telling us here.  

The Hebrew root word that is translated here as ‘slanderer’ is ָרִכיל raḵil – Strong’s H7400 which 

means, ‘slander, slanderer, talebearer, informer, carry tales’, and comes from the root verb ל  ָרכַׁ
raḵal – Strong’s H7402 which means, ‘to go about (meaning dubious), trader, merchant, trafficker’.  
A ‘slanderer’ is a person who goes about spreading information, whether true of false, with the motive 
of diminishing another, and goes about telling everyone matters that should not be revealed but rather 
kept a secret. 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 11:13 “A slanderer is a revealer of secrets, but one with a trustworthy spirit conceals 
a matter.” 
We are clearly instructed in the Torah to not go slandering: 
Wayyiqra/Leviticus 19:16 “Do not go slandering among your people. Do not stand against the blood of 

your neighbour. I am יהוה.” 

To stand against the blood of your neighbour is understood as bearing false witness and speaking 
against the life of another! 
Ya’aqoḇ/James 4:11 “Brothers, do not speak against one another. He that speaks against a brother 
and judges his brother, speaks against Torah and judges Torah. And if you judge Torah, you are not a 
doer of Torah but a judge.” 
Shelomoh makes it clear here that a slanderer is simply a talebearer that goes and speaks things about 
others that should not be spoken.  

The Hebrew word that is translated here as ‘secrets’ comes from the root word סֹוד soḏ – Strong’s 

H5475 which means, ‘council, circle, company, assembly, fellowship, secret counsel, intimacy with El’.  
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The primary meaning of the word is “confidential speech”, and gives, in essence, the confidence one 
ought to have, in seeking counsel among his friends and brothers, without any fear of that counsel being 
revealed to those who are not involved or have any part in knowing about that which has been 
discussed in private!  
We see that this term carries an essence of intimacy in relationship, where trust and confidence can be 
exchanged due to the nature of the closeness of the relationship.  

In fact, we are also able to see that the ‘secret’ of  הוהי  is with those who fear Him: 

Tehillah/Psalm 25:14 “The secret of יהוה is with those who fear Him, and He makes His covenant 

known to them.” 

 :does no matter unless He reveals His secret to His prophets יהוה

Amos 3:7 “For the Master יהוה does no matter unless He reveals His secret to His servants the 

prophets.” 
What we can learn from this proverb, is that we are to be on guard against revealing confidential 
matters to people, unto whom it has no purpose of bearing, and we are to watch our mouths from 
speaking about others, we have had confidential matters discussed, to others who have no part to play 
in the matters! 
 
Shelomoh tells us here that a slanderer is a smooth talker and we must not associate with such people! 

The Hebrew root word that is translated here as ‘speaks smoothly’ comes from the root verb ָפָתה 
pathah – Strong’s H6601 and means ‘easily deceived, enticed, to be simple or to be in a state of 
holding a wrong view about a situation’. 
Do not associate with ‘smooth talkers’ who clearly hold a wrong and twisted view of the Truth and set 
aside the need to walk in the Torah! 
 
Watch out for the flattering and smooth words!!! 
Romiyim/Romans 16:17-18 “Now I call upon you, brothers, watch out for those who cause divisions 
and stumbling, contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18 For such 

ones do not serve our Master יהושע Messiah, but their own stomach, and by smooth words and 

flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the innocent.” 

The Greek word that is used here for ‘smooth’ is χρηστολογία chrēstologia – Strong’s G5542 which 

means, ‘smooth speech, fair speaking’, and the Greek word that is used for ‘flattering speech’ is 

εὐλογία eulogia – Strong’s G2129 which means, ‘praise, blessing, flattering speech’.  

Many of today’s Christian teachers speak words that could be described as being ‘fair and flattering’, 
and their smooth and flattering words will often sound very soothing, to the ears of their listeners, as 
they captivate the innocent, through deliberate deception, as their fair and smooth words are 
contradictory to, and do not line up with, the clear Torah of Elohim.  
This is causing many to perishing for a lack of knowledge, as the flattering words that are spoken to 
them, are not equipping them at all, but are rather soothing their appetites, in accepting a lawless 
religion that walks under the banner of a falsified grace! 
 
In Hoshěa, we are told that Ephrayim has become a simple dove without heart: 
Hoshěa/Hosea 7:11 “And Ephrayim has become a simple dove without heart, they have called on 
Mitsrayim, they have gone to Ashshur.” 

The word that is used here for ‘simple’ is ָפָתה pathah – Strong’s H6601!  

In other words, Ephrayim had become ‘smooth talkers’, and what smooth talkers do, is flatter with their 
lips, while their hearts are far from Elohim! 
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Ephrayim was easily deceived and enticed into a mode of pagan influenced worship.  
This word also means, ‘to be naïve’; and there are so many people today, who are so naïve about the 
corrupted practice of Christianity being presented, as a supposed means of pure worship, when it is 
nothing more than a man-made twisted blend of truth and pagan influence which, according to Torah, is 

clearly an abomination in the eyes of יהוה.  

Ephrayim is often used in Scripture to metaphorically represent the House of Yisra’ĕl that was divorced 
and scattered, which represents us today who have grown up in falsified systems of vain traditions and 
commands of men that are taught as teachings.  
Ephrayim had become naïve and in their naïve state they called to Mitsrayim and went to Ashshur.  
They had gone to the world for advice and learnt their ways as they were without heart or rather 

understanding – the very thing we are to seek from יהוה.  

We know that the Torah is to be upon our hearts and in our mouths to do it, yet Ephrayim had become a 
simple dove without heart!  
Here is a clear picture of so many today, who have become very smooth talkers, yet have no Torah on 
their hearts and lips! 
 
We are not to associate with the simple that go about slandering and speaking what is false! 

The word translated as ‘associate’ is ב  araḇ - Strong’s H6148 which means, ‘to take on pledge, give ָערַׁ

in pledge, become surety, guarantor’, and here it is written in the ‘hithpael verb tense’ which expresses 
a reflexive action and renders the meaning, ‘exchange pledges, have fellowship with, share’.   
Shelomoh tells us to NOT associate with smooth talkers!  
That means we are not to exchange pledges or have any fellowship with them!  

The Hebrew word that is used for ‘not’ is  ֹּלא lo – Strong’s H3808 which is the primitive adverb that 

means, ‘not, no, never, neither’. 
We must not have fellowship with smooth talkers nor must we share in their sins lest we be found to 
become ensnared by their flattering words that lead many astray! 
 

Verse 20: 
“Whoever curses his father or his mother, his lamp is put out in deep 
darkness.” 
 
This verse carries the clear warning against cursing one’s parents and the sentence of death that comes 
with not honouring them! 

The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘curses’ comes from the root verb ל  qalal – Strong’s H7043 ָקלַׁ

which means, ‘to be light, swift, trifling, cursed, despised’.  
The word ‘despised’ is explained, in the Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, as: ‘to look down on 
with contempt or aversion; to regard as negligible, worthless, or distasteful’. 
 
Shelomoh is clearly setting forth that which is given in the Torah: 
Shemoth/Exodus 21:17 “And he who curses his father or his mother shall certainly be put to death.” 
This ‘curing of one’s father or mother is, in effect, the opposite of the clear command that we are given 
to respect our father or mother.  
To ‘respect’ carries the meaning of ‘giving weight’ to what our father and mother say; and so here it 
states that those who ‘take lightly’ what their parents say will be held accountable and put to death. 
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In Hebrew, the word for ‘respect’ comes from the root word ֵבד  kebeḏ – Strong’s H3513 which כַׁ

means, ‘honour, heavy, made heavy’; and so, what we must recognise, in the context of our need to be 
a people who are hearing and guarding to do all the commands of Elohim, is that when we are told to 
‘respect’ our parents, what is, in effect, being told to us, is that we must carefully consider and ‘give 
weight to’ what our parents have done!  
To take lightly or make light of the discipline and instructions of a father or mother (in terms of the 
Torah) is a great offense that can lead to death! 
We have a Heavenly Father and often, His instructions/Torah is metaphorically referred to as our 
mother and so, when we do not take seriously what His Word tells us, then we will be put to death, for 

this, in essence, speaks of a lack of diligent hearing and a total disregard for the instructions of יהוה. 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 1:8 “My son, heed the discipline of your father, and do not forsake the Torah of your 
mother” 
 
Marqos/Mark 7:10-13 “For Mosheh said, ‘Respect your father and your mother,’ and, ‘He who curses 
father or mother, let him be put to death.’ 11 “But you say, ‘If a man says to his father or mother, 
“Whatever profit you might have received from me, is Qorban (that is, a gift),” ’ 12 you no longer let 
him do any matter at all for his father or his mother, 13 nullifying the Word of Elohim through your 
tradition which you have handed down. And many such traditions you do.” 
Nullifying the Word of Elohim through tradition that has been handed down!!!  
That is exactly what has happened – both the Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism hold fast to traditions of 
men while they in effect have cursed their Father and Mother (Torah) and nullified the Word of Elohim 
through the corrupt traditions and commands of man that are taught as teachings, while they cast aside 
the Torah of Elohim and are, in a manner of speaking, cursing Father and Mother!!!  
Man has found many erroneous ways through traditions to nullify and disregard the Torah – and this will 
only result in death – lest they repent and turn back to honouring or giving weight to the discipline of 
the Father and follow and not forsake the Torah! 
 
Curse Father and mother and your lamp shall be put out!  
In Shemoth/Exodus 20:12 we are given the command to respect our father and mother, and this is the 
first command with a promise!  
The promise of long life when we respect our father and mother: 
Eph’siyim/Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Master, for this is right. 2 “Respect your 
father and mother,” which is the first command with promise, 3 in order that it might be well with 
you, and you might live long on the earth.” 
When one does not hear, guard and do the commands of Elohim as faithful children should then the 
sentence of death is clear as lamps will be put out! 

The Hebrew root word that is used here for ‘lamp’ is ֵנר ner – Strong’s H5216 meaning, ‘lamp, candle, 

light’. 
Tehillah/Psalm 119:105 “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 
A lamp, in ancient times, would primarily be a vessel with a wick for burning a liquid such as oil in order 
to produce light; and as one would walk the lamp would typically be carried in one’s hand!  
The picture here, is that as we take each step, our hand (which speaks of our works) needs to hold up 
(that is to do) the lamp (which is the Word), in order to let our eyes, see the path before us! 
We need not fear the path that lies ahead as we know that Elohim goes before us: 

Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 31:8 “And it is יהוה who is going before you, He Himself is with you. He does 

not fail you nor forsake you. Do not fear nor be discouraged.” 
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And again, we are told that יהושע our High Priest has gone as a forerunner before us, having brought 

His clear Light for the expectation that is set before us; and by His life, death and resurrection, He made 
known His Light and showed us the Way, so that we may walk in it, having our lamps filled with His clear 
oil lighting our path in this dark and confused world: 
Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 6:17-20 “In this way Elohim, resolving to show even more clearly to the heirs of 
promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, confirmed it by an oath, 18 so that by two 
unchangeable matters in which it is impossible for Elohim to lie, we might have strong 
encouragement, we who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the expectation set before us, 19 which we 
have as an anchor of the life, both safe and firm, and entering into that within the veil, 20 where 

 has entered as a forerunner for us, having become High Priest forever according to the order יהושע

of Malkitseḏeq.” 

This word for lamp - ֵנר ner – Strong’s H5216 – is also used in: 

Shemuʼěl Bět/2 Samuel 22:29 “For You are my lamp, O  יהוה, And יהוה makes my darkness light.” 

Shemoth/Exodus 25:37 “And you shall make seven lamps for it, and they shall mount its lamps so that 
they give light in front of it.”  
This was part of the instructions given for the construction of the Tabernacle and the lampstand with its 
seven lamps that were to be in the Set-Part Place, giving light over the table of showbread, and this is 

also a clear pointing to the seven lampstands as seen in Ḥazon/Revelation 2 & 3, and how יהושע 
walks in the midst of these!  
Shemoth/Exodus 27:20 “And you, you are to command the children of Yisra’ĕl to bring you clear oil 
of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually.” 

The lamp was to burn continually, which is the Hebrew word ָּתִמיד tamiyḏ – Strong’s H8548 which 

means, ‘continuity, all times, always, constantly, regularly, continually’.  
This is a clear picture for us in the command to keep our lamps burning continually: 
Tehillah/Psalm 119:44 “That I might guard Your Torah continually, forever and ever” 
How we keep our lamps burning continually is to be a people who are guarding His pure and clear 
Torah, day and night! 
The lamp is for our feet!  

The Hebrew root word for ‘feet’ in Tehillah/Psalm 119:105 is ֶרֶגל regel – Strong’s H7272 – means ‘a 

foot/feet or to walk’, and in Scripture, this often speaks of one’s obedience to walking according to the 

commands of יהוה and obeying His call to keep His feasts as commanded; as this same word is used in 

Wayyiqra/Leviticus 23 and translated as ‘times’ in reference to the 3 times a year all males were to 
appear before Elohim at Yerushalayim, which would collectively cover all 7 Feasts/Appointed Times of 
Elohim, marking out the clear need to walk according to His word and guard the Appointed Times or 

Feasts of  יהוה! 

 
While we may recognise that the Word is a lamp to our feet, we need to understand the source of the 
lamps ability to light the way, for we can certainly see, in the confused world today, how many different 
religions proclaim a way that seems right to them and so, they hold up their own ‘lamps’ that lights their 
path – and what we recognise, as true children of light, is that the Word must be both our Light and 
Lamp, lest we are found having our own mixed lamp of confusion that has discarded the need for the 
Torah to light our path! 

The word used for ‘light’ here in Tehillah/Psalm 119:105 is אֹור oor – Strong’s H216 which we know in 

Scripture, in being the opposite to darkness, carries with it the clear significance it has for us in speaking 
of knowledge and insight and understanding as opposed to ignorance and confusion.  
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In fact, in Berěshith/Genesis 1:3 when Elohim said, “let light come to be”; I firmly believe that He was, 
in essence, saying that His Word brings order to the chaos, and wisdom and understanding is 
established by His Word, as His Light brings order that restores confusion! 
Right here, in the beginning of creation, we see the power and effect of the Word of Elohim – it 
separated the light from the darkness!  
And when we understand that darkness is a picture of folly and light a picture of wisdom, then we see 
that His Word shows us the clear difference by separating all that is folly from that which is of wisdom: 
Qoheleth/Ecclesiastes 2:13 “Then I saw that wisdom is better than folly, as light is better than 
darkness.” 
 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 6:23 “For the command is a lamp, and the Torah a light, and reproofs of discipline a 
way of life” 

Here we see both the use of the words ‘lamp’ - ֵנר ner – Strong’s H5216; and ‘light’ - אֹור oor – 

Strong’s H216, and what we understand, is that His Torah is the fullness of all His clear instructions, 
statutes and commands, and we must therefore recognise that His Torah lights our path – as revealed 
through the life, death and resurrection of Messiah; and therefore, we need to realise that the lamp for 
our feet, is brought forth in our diligence to hear, guard and do His clear commands, as seen in His 
Torah! 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 6:22-24 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, all 
your body shall be enlightened. 23 “But if your eye is evil, all your body shall be darkened. If, then, the 
light that is within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 “No one is able to serve two 
masters, for either he shall hate the one and love the other, or else he shall cleave to the one and 
despise the other. You are not able to serve Elohim and mammon.” 
The eye is the lamp!  
What are you fixing your eyes on?  
Eyes without true ‘love’ are blinded to the True Light of the Word, and we know that ‘love’ for Elohim is 
to obey His commands – so when many claim that the Torah is no longer applicable or valid and cast it 
behind them, their eyes are clearly blinded by a ‘confused’ application of what is an assumed love, with 
no regard for the fixing of one’s eyes on the Truth! 
 
If our lamps our not burning continually, due to the cursing of our ‘Father and Mother’ it will be put out! 
In order for lamps to be burning continually, they need to be filled with clear and pure oil, which teaches 
us that we cannot have a compromised or mixed worship going on, lest we find our oil to have 
impurities of false teachings that will cause our lamps to be put out and destroyed! 
There are many today who have lamps in their hand and presume to be walking on a sure path, while 
they have been misguided by inherited lies and tradition, as the confusion of man has mixed the clear 
and pure oil of the Truth, with false worship practices and, as a result, have contaminated the oil to the 
point of it becoming a wicked counterfeit that leads many on a path to destruction, under the guidance 
of a false light as its source, which will be proved to be darkness, when the True Light appears before all! 
 
The following two verse make it very clear: 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 13:9 “But the lamp of the wrong is put out.” 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 24:20 “For there is no future for the evil-doer; the lamp of the wrongdoers is put 
out.” 

What we can notice from these two verses is that we see the use of the word ‘lamp’ - ֵנר ner is used, 

yet we see no connection of this lamp to the True Light - אֹור oor of יהוה. 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 21:4 “A haughty look, a proud heart, the lamp of the wrong, are sin.” 
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As we hear, guard and do all He has commanded us to, may we see to it that the light that is in us is not 
darkness, in order that the whole body be enlightened and found ready for the soon return of our 

Maker, Husband and Redeemer - יהושע Messiah, as we hear and consider the clear words of Messiah 

in: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, so that they see your good works and 
praise your Father who is in the heavens.” 
This was right before He said that He did not come to destroy the Torah and the Prophets, but to 
complete!  
In other words, He was making it clear that in order to be the light and have lamps lit with the truth, you 
need the Torah and the Prophets to guide your way! 
 
The lamp of the wrong is put out!  

The Hebrew word for ‘put out’ is ְך  ,da’aḵ – Strong’s H1846 which means, ‘to put out, extinguish ָדעַׁ

vanish’. 
Iyoḇ/Job 18:5-6 “Indeed, the light of the wrong goes out, and the flame of his fire does not shine. 6 
The light shall be dark in his tent, and his lamp beside him is put out.” 
 

The Hebrew word used for ‘darkness’ in this parable of Shelomoh is  חֶשְך ḥosheḵ – Strong’s H2822 

which means, ‘darkness, obscurity’. 
When Elohim created the heavens and the earth, ‘darkness’ was on the face of the deep, and Elohim 
said ‘Let Light come to be’ and He separated the ‘light’ from the ‘darkness’ and called the ‘light’ day and 
the ‘darkness’ he called night.   
Tas’loniqim Aleph/1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 “But you, brothers, are not in darkness, so that this Day 
should overtake you as a thief. 5 For you are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the 
night nor of darkness.” 
 
Thick darkness came over the land and they could not even see each other for 3 days!!!  

This darkness represented the complete removal of the presence of  יהוה from the Mitsrians while the 

‘Light’ of His presence remained with the children of Yisra’ĕl who had light in their dwellings! 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 60:2 “For look, darkness covers the earth, and thick darkness the peoples. But יהוה 
arises over you, and His esteem is seen upon you.” 

In Goshen there was light for יהוה was with His people while Mitsrayim were in thick darkness – their 

sun-god had forsaken them so to speak and this would have left them in great fear and turmoil! 

 was attacking all that they worshipped and brought it to nought and for 3 days they did not see יהוה

their sun!  
This is a wonderful foreshadow of how his very presence with His people will be the light they need as 
His esteem shall be the light for the renewed Yerushalayim: 
Ḥazon/Revelation 21:23 “And the city had no need of the sun, nor of the moon, to shine in it, for the 
esteem of Elohim lightened it, and the Lamb is its lamp.” 
Darkness snuffed out life for Mitsrayim; and without light life ceased.  
Scripture said that no one could move. They were literally paralyzed for those three days.  
Without the life support of light, even the air around them was thickened and immobile and breathing 
was even difficult for many.  
Fire could not even burn. This plague was so terrible they could actually feel the darkness. 
Being put out in outer darkness, speaks of a complete removal from the presence of Elohim, our Light 
and Causer of Life! 
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In the parable of the talents, Messiah makes it clear as to what will happen to the worthless servants 
who hide their talent and do not shine the light of the Truth: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 25:30 “And throw the worthless servant out into the outer darkness – there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 

Verse 21: 
“An inheritance obtained with greed at the beginning is not blessed at the 
end.” 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘inheritance’ is נֲַׁחָלה naḥalah – Strong’s H5159 which means, 

‘possession, property, inheritance, portion, gift’ which comes from the root verb  ל  naḥal – Strong’s ָנחַׁ

H5157 which means, ‘to get or take as a possession, inherit, acquire, allotted, apportioned’.  
This root verb signifies the giving or receiving of property, which is part of a permanent possession.  
One who inherits, would therefore become owner or part owner of that which has been inherited, and 
from this, we are able to see how the meek will inherit the earth and will therefore rule with Elohim! 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘obtained with greed’ comes from the root word ָבֵחל bachel – 

Strong’s H973 which means, ‘to get by greed, get hastily, loathe, abhor’.  
While this may often be a seemingly difficult saying to interpret, in terms of the receiving of an 
inheritance that is passed on after the death of one’s parents, we take note that Shelomoh is teaching 
us that when an inheritance is gained by greed and lust for the riches, then is will not be blessed.  
 
Many times, we find in the world, how family have huge fights over inheritances and the bitter greed 
that is found by most, ends us suffering the consequences of their greed, in the long run! 
Some will do whatever it takes to secure the inheritance that they desire to get from their parents and 
will resort to crafty schemes to ensure that they will not lose out and even try to exclude others due to 
their selfish motives. 
Obtaining an inheritance with greed, is a picture of one who is full of the lust of the flesh, the lusts of the 
eyes and the pride of life, which is not of Elohim, and as mentioned… it is the meek that shall inherit the 
earth! 
 
Getting one’s inheritance in the wrong way, will end up being a curse rather than a blessing and this 
teaches us a vital lesson of how we must walk humbly before our Elohim and guard the good deposit 
that He has given us as surety of that which is to come.  
The Torah is our inheritance (Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 33:4) which we have been given access to walk in 
by the life, death and resurrection of our Master and Elohim.  
To guard this by walking in complete obedience is how we shall experience the great blessing of 
entering into the reign of our Master. 
 

Verse 22: 

“Do not say, “I repay evil.” Wait for יהוה, and He saves you.” 
 
The clear theme of this parable is clear, as it teaches us that paying back people for the evil, they have 

done is best left to  יהוה.  
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The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘repay’ comes from the primitive root verb ָשֵלם  shalem – 

Strong’s H7999 which means, ‘to be complete or sound, rewarded, make full restitution’, and it is from 

this root word that we get the word ָשלֹום  shalom – Strong’s H7965 – ‘wholeness, completeness, 

soundness, welfare, peace, health, prosperity, well-being, safety, protection’. 
Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 4:17-19 “Because it is time for judgment to begin from the House of Elohim. 
And if firstly from us, what is the end of those who do not obey the Good News of Elohim? 18 And if 
the righteous one is scarcely saved, where shall the wicked and the sinner appear? 19 So then, those 
who suffer according to the desire of Elohim should commit their lives to a trustworthy Creator, in 
doing good.”  
 
The important lesson we are able to learn here, is that we have peace with Elohim through Messiah and 
therefore, we do not need to repay anyone for their evil, as the wicked and the sinner shall receive their 
just payment by the Master Himself.  

What we are to do is ‘wait’ for יהוה, who is coming to make our deliverance complete! 

Wait for יהוה! 

In the Hebrew, this word for ‘wait’ comes from the root word ָקָוה qavah – Strong’s H6960 which 

means, ‘to wait for, eagerly wait, expect, hopefully waiting’ and this word carries the intensity of being 
commanded to look eagerly for the soon return of our Light, Saviour and Refuge, in who we continually 

trust and praise and are taught by; for when we wait on היהו , our strength is renewed – and waiting on 

 .requires our active response to who He is, with great intensity יהוה

What is worth taking note of here, is that a word that is derived from this root word ָקָוה qavah – 

Strong’s H6960 is the Hebrew word that is used for ‘expectation’, which is the word ָוה  – tiqvah ִּתקְׁ

Strong’s H8615 which means, ‘longing, expectancy, hope’. 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 11:7 tells us that the expectation of the wrong perishes when he dies which teaches 

us that those who despise discipline and do not out there hope in יהוה our Messiah, will be blotted 

out, while those who wait on יהוה and endure His loving discipline shall look forward to the resulting 

joy of His soon return. 

  !is the expectation of Yisra’ĕl יהוה

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 14:8 “O Expectation of Yisra’ĕl, its Saviour in time of distress, why should You 
be like a stranger in the land, or like a traveller who turns aside to lodge?” 

These were the words of Yirmeyahu after the word of יהוה came to Yirmeyahu concerning droughts 

and the fact that there would be no rain due to lack of obedience. Yirmeyahu appeals to יהוה to act for 

His Name’s sake, and says, “though our crookednesses witness against us” and acknowledges and says, 
“our backslidings have been many, we have sinned against You.” (Verse 7). And in his urgent appeal to 

 .’as, ‘Expectation of Yisra’ĕl, its Saviour יהוה Yirmeyahu addresses ,יהוה

The word used for ‘its Saviour’ is מֹוִשיעֹו – ‘moshiyao’ – which is another variant in the structure of the 

Hebrew term  ִיעַׁ מֹוש  Moshiya, used to highlight who our Saviour is – and having said that – it highlights 

who our “Messiah” is (as an English transliteration of the term)!  
For more detailed information on this vital truth please see the article called YHWH our Saviour which 
can be found on our site (https://atfotc.com) under the ‘articles’ menu or by clicking on the following 
link: 
https://atfotc.com/yhwh-our-saviour-yhwh-our-messiah/  

https://atfotc.com/
https://atfotc.com/yhwh-our-saviour-yhwh-our-messiah/
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The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘expectation’ in Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 14:8 is the noun ֵוה  ִמקְׁ
miqveh – Strong’s H4723 which means, ‘hope, expectation’, as well as being translated as ‘a collection 

or gathering of waters’. It comes from the root verb ָקָוה  qavah – Strong’s H6960 meaning, ‘to wait 

for, eagerly wait, expect, hopefully waiting’, and when we are instructed to ‘wait on יהוה’, it carries 

the intensity of being commanded to look eagerly for the soon return of our Light, Saviour and Refuge in 

who we continually trust and praise and are taught by; for when we wait on יהוה our strength is 

renewed – and waiting on יהוה requires our active response to who He is, with great intensity. 

The Expectation of Yisra’ĕl is the Saviour of Yisra’ĕl – the One who saves and brings to us the Living 
Waters!  
As we look at the ancient pictographic rendering of this word for ‘expectation’ we are able to fully 
confirm and see what is clearly being expressed in prophecy here. 
 

In the ancient Hebrew pictographic script, the word ֵוה  ,miqveh – Strong’s H4723 which means ִמקְׁ

‘hope, expectation’, as well as being translated as ‘a collection of gathering of waters’, looks like this: 

 
 

Mem -  ִמ: 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as ‘water’, and also carries the meaning of 
‘chaos’ (from the storms of the sea) and can also picture that which is mighty or massive as well as the 
unknown. We are also able to understand this letter as representing the nations, for the nations are 
often likened to the seas in Scripture. Knowing this letter represents ‘water’, we are also able to see 
how this can render for us the meaning of ‘washing’ or ‘cleansing’. 
 

Quph –  ְׁק: 

This is the letter ‘quph’, which is pictured as , and is a ‘horizon’ and depicts the elements of 
‘time’, as it pictures the sun in its rising and setting. It therefore carries the meaning of ‘circle’ or ‘to go 
around’, representing for us both, appointed cycles or times as well as eternity. 
 

Waw/vav -  ֵו: 

The ancient pictographic from of this letter is , and is pictured as ‘a peg’ or ‘tent peg’, which was 
used for securing or tying the tent or other items. The possibility of it having a Y-shape is to show that it 
prevents the rope from slipping off. The root meaning of this letter is ‘to add, secure or hook’. 
 

Hey – ה: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as , which is ‘a man standing with his arms raised out’. 
The Hebrew word “hey” means “behold”, as when looking at a great sight and can also mean “breath” 
or “sigh” as when one sighs in amazement when looking at a great sight. It also carries for us the 

meaning of surrender, as we lift up our hands and submit to יהוה as we lift our hands in praise, 

declaring His authority under which we humbly submit! 
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As we look at these letter pictures, we are able to see the fuller meaning of the word used for 
‘expectation’ in referring to the One who is our Saviour!  
The collection of these letters, can render for us the meaning of:  

“The waters that are forever secured in the One who is to be praised!”  
or: 

“The washing that is forever secured in the One to be praised!”  
or when considering that the waters can be a reference to the nations that will come forth and be 
delivered out of the chaos of sin and destruction, we could see the meaning of:  

“Behold the One who secures the gathering of the nations!” 
 

What is worth noting of, is that this word  ֵו הִמקְׁ  miqveh – Strong’s H4723 is only used 12 times in 

Scripture, and the first time it is used is in: 
Berěshith/Genesis 1:10 “And Elohim called the dry land ‘earth,’ and the collection of the waters He 
called ‘seas.’ And Elohim saw that it was good.” 

Here, it is translated as ‘collection’ is referring to the gathering of the waters and the root word ָקָוה 
qavah – Strong’s H6960 is used in verse 9 where He commanded the ‘gathering’ of the waters, so that 
the dry land could appear! 
This is a powerful picture being set forth here for us, as we see the word of Elohim that brings order out 
of chaos, by the gathering of the seas to bring forth the land from which He would form and fashion 
man in His image!  
Sin brought forth chaos to that which was made good and, as a result, the Expectation had to come to 
restore order and bring back a restoration to His image in man! 
 
The Expectation and Saviour of Yisra’ĕl was made very clear in Scripture – they were expectant of a 
Saviour to come and deliver them from destruction and from the oppression of their enemies.  
And here, in Yirmeyahu, we see clear evidence that “The Expectation of Yisra’ĕl” is the Messiah – The 
one who would come and save us and wash us completely from our sin!  
We further see the confirmation of who the expectation is as we take a look at another couple of verses 
in Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah: 

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 17:13 “O  יהוה, the expectation of Yisra’ĕl, all who forsake You are put to 

shame. “Those who depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken יהוה, 

the fountain of living waters.” 

In this verse Yirmeyahu clearly calls יהוה, “The Expectation of Yisra’ĕl”, and anyone who would 

forsake Him would be put to shame and those who depart from “The Expectation of Yisra’ĕl” would be 
written in the earth!  

Here in this verse is another clear title being given to יהוה, “The Expectation of Yisra’ĕl”, and that is 

“The Fountain of Living Waters”!!! 
 
What Shelomoh is teaching us it that we must hold fast to the sure expectation we have in our Mighty 
Redeemer and King, and leave all repayment of evil to Him!  
Our Master who we wait expectantly for is the One who saves us! 

The Hebrew word for ‘saves’ comes from the root verb ע  ,yasha – Strong’s H3467 which means ָישַׁ

‘deliver, brought salvation, saviour, saves’, which is the word that is frequently translated in Scripture 
as ‘saviour’.   
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We have a Saviour, who will punish the wicked and repay them for their evil, which we do not need to 
do, as we simply are called to patiently endure and wait for Him! 
 

Verse 23: 

“Differing weights are an abomination to יהוה, and a false scale is not 

good.” 
 
This parable is almost the same as that which we find in verse 10 and you can refer back to that verse to 
see the various root words that are used here.  
The fact that Shelomoh is repeating this, in this collection of Proverbs, shows us how abominable false 
measurements are, as we recognise our need to remain upright and true by walking in the clear 
instructions and plumb-line of the Torah and not turn to the right or the left!  
What I might expand upon, is the Hebrew word for ‘good’, as we are clearly told that a false scale is not 
good, and in order to understand this we must recognise what the word ‘good’ teaches us in the 
Hebrew. 

The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘better’ comes from the root word טֹוב toḇ – Strong’s H2896 

and carries the meaning, ‘pleasant, good, agreeable, beautiful, to be pleasing, done well’, and comes 

from the primary verb בטֹו  toḇ – Strong’s H2895 and carries the meaning, ‘pleasant, good, agreeable, 

beautiful, to be pleasing, done well’.   

In the true understanding of this word   טֹוב toḇ we can see that it may best be translated in most cases 

as ‘functional’, for when יהוה said in Berěshith/Genesis 1:31 that when He saw all that He had made, 

that He said it was very good.  
What He saw was His creation functioning properly and working the way it should and this is why it was 
‘good’. 
Sounds all good – yet as we study further into the Hebraic mind-set in regards to this word we get a 

fuller understanding of what טֹוב toḇ means.   

To do that, it does help to look at the ancient script and get a wider perspective of the true meaning of 
this word. 
 

In the ancient pictographic script - טֹוב toḇ – Strong’s H2896 - is pictured as: 

 
 

Tet –  ט:  

The original pictograph for this letter is , a container made of wicker or clay. Containers were a very 
important item among the nomadic Hebrews. They were used for storing grains and other items. Wicker 
baskets were used as nets for catching fish. The meanings of this letter are basket, contain, store and 
clay. 
 

Waw - ֹו: 

The ancient pictographic form of this letter is , a peg or ‘tent peg’, which was used for securing or 
tying the tent or other items. The possibility of it having a Y-shape is to show that it prevents the rope 
from slipping off. The root meaning of this letter is ‘to add, secure or hook’. 
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Beyt - ב: 

The ancient script has this letter as , which pictures a tent floor plan and means, ‘house’ or 
‘tent’. It represents family and the importance of those who are inside the tent as opposed to the tent 
structure itself. 
 
From this picture we are able to learn and see that:  

WE, AS CLAY VESSELS, ARE MADE SECURE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF 
MESSIAH THAT HOLDS FOR US A SECURE COVENANT PROMISE, OF BEING 
MADE COMPLETE IN HIM AND BECOMING THE DWELLING PLACE OF THE 
MOST HIGH 

…. where He that is Good - The Potter - may dwell with those He has created and called by name! 
 
As we look at these letters, we find a great revelation, in terms of the Good News (Besorah), or rather 

 !’toḇ News טֹוב‘

 
To operate in any other way than the clear Torah and commands of Elohim is NOT good or functional, 
and false scales and differing weights are dysfunctional and an abomination to Elohim! 
 

Verse 24: 

“The steps of a man are from היהו ; what does a man know about his own 

way?” 
 
What becomes abundantly clear from Scripture, is that while man may plan his steps and thinks that he 

can navigate his way around, it is והיה  who orders our steps!  

We also see in: 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 16:9 “A man’s heart plans his way, but יהוה establishes his steps.” 

The Hebrew word used for ‘man’, here in Mishlĕ/Proverbs 20:24, comes from the root word ֶגֶבר 
geḇer – Strong’s H1397 which means, ‘man, men, warrior’ which comes from the word  ַׁרָגב   gaḇar – 

Strong’s H1396 which means, ‘to be strong, mighty’, while the word ָאָדם Aḏam  – Strong’s H120 

which means, ‘man, mankind, human, person’ is used in Mishlĕ/proverbs 16:9. 
Shelomoh presents to us a rhetorical question here, with the answer being very obvious, and that is that 
man does not know about his own way! 

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 10:23 “O  יהוה, I know the way of man is not in himself, it is not for man who 

walks to direct his own steps.” 
 

The Hebrew word that Shelomoh uses here for ‘steps’, is the noun ָעד  mitsaḏ – Strong’s H4703 ִמצְׁ

which means, ‘a step, steps, goings’, and comes from the root verb  ד  tsa’aḏ – Strong’s H6805 ָצעַׁ

which means, ‘to step, march, walk, run’, and this word could be best understood as walking in 
rhythmic sequence.  

What Shelomoh is telling us here is that our ‘rhythmic steps’ are from יהוה and we will not know how 

to take proper steps if we do not walk in the Way prescribed by our Elohim.  
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He has given us a clear pattern to follow and observe, as we guard His Sabbaths and Feasts, being 
equipped and able to walk in the ordered steps of our King.  
Many think that they can walk in their own way yet do not realise that it gets them nowhere! 
 

The Hebrew word for ‘way’ is ֶדֶרְך dereḵ – Strong’s H1870 which means, ‘way, road, distance, 

journey’ and is from the word ְך  daraḵ – Strong’s H1869 which means, ‘to tread or march’; and so ָדרַׁ

speaks of our walk, and every step that we take – and our ‘ways’ we are to commit to יהוה.  

Any ways that are not completely committed to walking the clear commands and instructions of Elohim 
are perverted ways that will be made known and punished in the day of His wrath! 
 

And the first time that this root word ֶדֶרְך dereḵ – Strong’s H1870 is used, in in: 

Berěshith/Genesis 3:24 “and He drove the man out. And He placed keruḇim at the east of the garden 
of Ěḏen, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.” 
 
Due to the sin of Aḏam and Ḥawwah, they were driven out of the garden of Ěḏen, and driven from the 

presence of יהוה, with no access to the way to the tree of life!  

 
Before they were driven out, Elohim made for them coats of skin, and in this we are able to see the 

powerful shadow picture of the protection and covering we have in יהושע Messiah, the Passover Lamb 

that was slain for us, in order that we can once again be brought near to the presence of Elohim and 
have access to the tree of life and have the full assurance of an everlasting life with our Master who 
shall come and receive us to Himself! 
 
In the ancient pictographic symbols of this word, we are given a greater insight in understanding how 

  !Messiah is THE WAY יהושע

 

This word - ֶדֶרְך dereḵ – Strong’s H1870 - in the ancient script looks like this: 

 
 

Dalet –  ֶד 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as a ‘tent door’.  
It can also have the meaning of a back and forth movement as one goes back and forth through a tent 
door and so speaks of an access point. It can also carry the meaning of ‘dangle’ or hanging as the tent 
door would hang from the roof pole of the tent. It speaks a great deal in terms of understanding the 
door of the tent of appointment as the only means of access. 
 

Resh -  ֶר 

The ancient script has this letter as and is pictured as ‘the head of a man’ and has the meaning of 
the head of a man as well as chief, top, begging or first.  
Top as in the top or head of a body and chief an is head of a tribe or people as well as the one who rules 
the people. 
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Kaph -  ֶכ: 

The ancient form of this letter is pictured as  - which is ‘an open palm of a hand’.  
The meaning behind this letter is ‘to bend and curve’ from the shape of a palm as well as ‘to tame or 
subdue’ as one has been bent to another’s will (under their hand), as an open hand symbolises 
submission.  
This also can picture for us a palm or palm branch from the curved palm shape.  
This also pictures for us that which has been openly revealed – by the ‘open hand’, or the revelation of 
the hand that has worked a function! 
 

As we consider these three pictures in making up the Hebrew word ֶדֶרְך dereḵ – Strong’s H1870, in 

reference to this meaning THE WAY, we can clearly see how it is יהושע Messiah who is THE WAY.  

As we come to the DOOR of the Tent of APPOINTMENT, we are able to come and submit under the hand 
of our Master and Chief, who gives us access into His presence. 
Yoḥanan/John 10:19 “I am the door. Whoever enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and shall go out and find pasture.” 
 
As one understands the design and service of the Tabernacle, then we are able to understand perfectly 
the clear words of our Master.  
It was at the door of the Tabernacle that the people would bring their offerings to the Priest, and before 
they were able to enter, they needed to be washed.   
 
Looking at this ancient pictographic of the word that renders for us the meaning of THE WAY, we are 
also able to see the clear work of our Master, who is the Lamb that was slain, and it was His hands that 
took the nails for us, and in doing so released us from the dogmas which stood against us!  
His shed blood covers us from the punishment of death, as long as we remain in Him!  
 
The Houses that applied the blood of the lamb to the doorposts of their homes would not be visited by 
the Messenger of death, but would be passed over, as the final plague in Mitsrayim swept over the land, 
killing every first born of those homes that did not have the blood on their doorposts!  
 
When Messiah said that He was the Living Bread, and that the bread that He gives is His flesh, which He 
would give for the life of the world, the Yehuḏim were striving with one another asking how He could 
give them His flesh to eat and He answered them clearly in: 

Yoḥanan/John 6:53 “יהושע therefore said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the 

flesh of the Son of Aḏam and drink His blood, you possess no life in yourselves. 54 He who eats My 
flesh and drinks My blood possesses everlasting life, and I shall raise him up in the last day. 55 “For My 
flesh is truly food, and My blood is truly drink. 56 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood stays in 
Me, and I in him.” 
This was a hard teaching for most and many turned away from following the Master, as they found 
these words too harsh to hear and understand. What Messiah was clearly teaching here is that unless 
we eat of the Pěsaḥ Meal, we have no access into life.  
 
The Passover Meal and the Feast of Matzot is a sign on our hands and our foreheads, that we belong to 
the Master and that we abide in Him and He in us, and that we have come to the Door and confessed 
our sins, having been immersed in Him and washed by His Blood, are now able to have access into the 
House into which we must abide, as we are built up in Him as living stones!  
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The WAY for us to return from sin and destruction, is to come to the Door and acknowledge the work of 
the Master as we guard to keep His Feasts.  
When Messiah showed Himself to His taught ones after His resurrection T’oma was not there the first 
time and he said that unless he sees in the Master’s hands the mark of the nails, and be able to put his 
finger into the imprints of the nails and into the Master’s side, that he would not believe.  
 
When the Master appeared a second time, while T’oma was present we see the following in: 
Yoḥanan/John 20:27-28 “Then He said to T’oma, “Bring your finger here, and see My hands. And 
bring your hand and put it into My side – and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 And T’oma 
answered and said to Him, “My Master and my Elohim!” 

The Hand of Elohim had now been revealed to T’oma and He acknowledged that יהושע Messiah was 

his Master and Elohim! 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 53:1 “Who has believed our report? And to whom was the arm of יהוה revealed?” 

 
Messiah is THE WAY – the Outstretched Arm and Hand of Elohim that has been revealed, and we who 
partake in the Pěsaḥ Meal and guard to keep all His Feasts, have access to the WAY He has called us to 
walk in! 
 

Verse 25: 
“It is a snare for a man to say rashly, “It is set-apart,” and only later to 
reconsider his vows.” 
 
This is a clear warning being given to us here!  
The warning is against making vows or commitments that are later discarded and not kept.  

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘snares’ is מֹוֵקש moqesh – Strong’s H4170 which means, ‘a bait, 

lure, trap, snare, ensnared’, and comes from the root verb ָיקש yaqosh – Strong’s H3369 which means, 

‘to lay a bait or lure, ensnared, set a trap’. 
 

Bemiḏbar/Numbers 30:2 “When a man vows a vow to יהוה, or swears an oath to bind himself by 

some agreement, he does not break his word, he does according to all that comes out of his mouth.” 
 

The term ‘set-apart’, in Hebrew, comes from the word    ֶדש קֹּ qoḏesh – Strong’s H6944 – and it means 

‘apartness, consecrated, dedicated, that which is dedicated and separated unto  הוהי ’.  

The word is really self-explanatory and carries with it, great weight, in its identification of truly setting 
something or someone apart from another with a clear distinction of being marked as separate and 
apart from the rest.  
 
Many people are very quick to ‘commit’ to something and dedicate themselves to being set-apart yet 
when the battles come, they quickly reconsider their vow of commitment to apartness. 
 

The Hebrew word used here for ‘reconsider’ comes from the primitive root ר  baqar – Strong’s ָבקַׁ

H1239 which means, ‘to seek, inquire, make inquiry, meditate’.  
This parable teaches us the importance of the words of our Master when He tells us about counting the 
cost of following Him! 
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Luqas/Luke 14:26-33 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brothers, and sisters, and his own life too, he is unable to be My taught one. 27 “And 
whoever does not bear his stake and come after Me is unable to be My taught one. 28 “For who of 
you, wishing to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to 
complete it? 29 “Otherwise, when he has laid the foundation, and is unable to finish it, all who see it 
begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was unable to finish.’ 31 “Or what 
sovereign, going to fight against another sovereign, does not sit down first and take counsel whether 
he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 “And if 
not, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. 33 “So, then, 
everyone of you who does not give up all that he has, is unable to be My taught one.” 
 

The Hebrew word that is used here in Mishlĕ/Proverbs 20:25 for ‘vows’ is  ָד ִריםנְׁ  neḏariym which is 

the plural of the word ֶנֶדר neḏer – Strong’s H5088 meaning, ‘vow’; and the term ‘to make a vow’ 

comes from the root word ר   naḏar – Strong’s H5087 ָנדַׁ

Therefore, to “naḏar a neḏer” is to swear to Elohim with an ‘oath’, and therefore bind oneself with 
what proceeds from one’s mouth.  
A neḏer is something promised to Elohim verbally, and anyone who makes a vow is obliged to fulfil/do 
his promise! In Scripture a vow is always to Elohim and not to man.  
And the understanding behind a ‘vow’, carries the meaning, ‘to bind or imprison, or to dedicate a 

specific object or creature to  יהוה’. 

Tehillah/Psalm 61:8 “So I sing praise to Your Name forever, when I pay my vows day by day.”  

Tehillah/Psalm 116:14 “I pay my vows to יהוה now in the presence of all His people.” 

Yonah/Jonah 2:9 “But I offer to You with the voice of thanksgiving, I pay what I have vowed. 

Deliverance is of  יהוה.” 

Mattithyahu/Matthew 5:33 “Again, you heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 

falsely, but shall perform your oaths to היהו .’” 

This can also cause us to recognise that we must be true to the words of our mouth as we do what we 
say we will, in offering up the commitment to follow Messiah and walk in Him daily! 
 

Verse 26: 
“A wise sovereign winnows out the wrong, and turns the wheel over them.” 
 
This is a clear picture of the True King who upholds justice and executes proper right-ruling, which our 

Master, Elohim and King, יהושע Messiah, is coming to do when He comes to establish His Kingdome 

Reign here on earth! 

The Hebrew root word that is used here for ‘wise’ is ָחָכם ḥaḵam – Strong’s H2450 which means, 

‘expert, skilled, learned’ and comes from the primitive root word ם  ḥaḵam – Strong’s H2449 ָחכַׁ

meaning, ‘to be wise, skilful, make wise’. 
There is only One wise sovereign: 

Romiyim/Romans 16:27 “To Elohim, wise alone, be the esteem, through יהושע Messiah forever. 

Aměn.” 
Yehuḏah/Jude 1:24-25 “And to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you 
blameless before the presence of His esteem with exceeding joy, 25 to the only wise Elohim, our 
Saviour, be esteem and greatness and might and authority, both now and forever. Aměn.” 
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Our wise and mighty King is coming to winnow out the wrong! 
The result of the continued disobedience and rebellion of Yisra’ĕl, resulted in the words given in verse 
33 of Wayyiqra/Leviticus 26 to come to pass, for Yisra’ĕl was scattered among the nations, as Elohim 
winnowed His corrupt Bride.  

The word ‘scatter’ is translated from the word ָזָרה zarah – Strong’s H2219 meaning, ‘scatter, fan or 

winnow’, which we also read about and understand the effect of such in the Book of Hoshěa, which 
shows us how this word for scatter, also carries the meaning of sowing; and therefore, we see that while 
we, as a rebellious people, have been scattered abroad, we know that because of this scattering, there 
will be a harvest of many from the ends of the earth, who shall repent and return to the Covenants of 
Promise and are grafted in by the Blood of Messiah and walk in His Laws and Guard His Commands!  
This is happening today, as we speak! 

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 31:10-11 “Hear the word of יהוה, O gentiles, and declare it in the isles afar off, 

and say, ‘He who scattered Yisra’ĕl gathers him, and shall guard him as a shepherd his flock.’ 11 “For 

 ”.shall ransom Ya’aqoḇ, and redeem him from the hand of one stronger than he יהוה

 
He turns His wheel over them! 
In the context of this parable, the picture of a wheel here may be pictured as a wheel of a cart that 
threshes out the grain, also known as the threshing wheel.  

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘threshing’ comes from the root word ִיש  dayish – Strong’s דַׁ

H1786 which is from the primitive root verb  דּוש dush – Strong’s H1758 which means, ‘to tread, thresh 

or trample’.  

The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘wheel’ is ן  ,ophan – Strong’s H212 which means, ‘wheel אֹופַׁ

wheels’, and is used in Scripture to describe chariot wheels, as well as the wheels that were under the 
10 bronze lavers that Shelomoh built in the Temple for washing, and the wheels that Yeḥezqěl saw in his 
visions. 
 
When we recognise the reference to wheels under the Keruḇim and under the bronze lavers, we are 
able to see the clear picture of the threshing that is done, through the washing of the Word! 
This wheel that Shelomoh is picturing for us here in the threshing wheel of judgement that is coming 
upon the wrong! 
We can see from Mishlĕ/Proverbs, that the wisdom of Elohim threshes out corruption from all matters 
in life and is likened to the same way that a worldly king might thresh out what he sees as corruption 
and rebellion. Threshing is an act of separation and that is the wheel that is going to be turned over the 
wrong, as they shall be separated from the righteous! 
 

Verse 27: 

“The spirit of a man is the lamp of יהוה, searching all his inmost parts.” 
 

The spirit of a man speaks of a man’s innermost thoughts and conscience, which is what יהוה uses to 

bring to light, a person’s hidden thoughts and motives.  

What this parable teaches us, is that there is nothing in a man that is hidden from יהוה.  

His Word is a lamp for our path and a light for our feet, and it is by His Word that He searches the 
innermost parts of man, bringing to light the motives and desires that lie deep within. 
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Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 4:12-13 “For the Word of Elohim is living, and working, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, cutting through even to the dividing of being and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all are naked and laid bare before the eyes of Him with whom is our account.” 
 

The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘spirit’ is the noun ָשָמה  neshamah – Strong’s H5397 which נְׁ

means, ‘breath, blast, life, spirit’, and comes from the root verb ם  nasham – Strong’s H5395 which ָנשַׁ

means, ‘to pant, blast’.  
When this noun is used in reference to man it generally signifies the breath of life, and can also denote 
the mind or intellect. 

The Hebrew word translated here as ‘searching’ is ש  ḥaphas – Strong’s H2664 which means, ‘to ָחפַׁ

search, examine, think out, devise, test’, and is used in: 
Tsephanyah/Zephaniah 1:12 “And at that time it shall be, that I search Yerushalayim with lamps and 

punish the men who are settled on their dregs, who say in their heart, ‘יהוה does no good, nor does 

He evil.’” 

Notice here, how יהוה will search out with lamps!  

That is to say that He will examine and test the innermost parts of man, that only He can, and those who 
speak falsehood in their hearts, will be exposed as their wickedness is brought to light and punished!  
 

The phrase, in Hebrew, that is translated as ‘all his innermost parts’ is – ֵרי ־ָבֶטן דְׁ -kal‘ – ָכל־חַׁ

ḥaḏrey-ḇathen’ and can literally be translated as ‘all his inward parts of his belly’, coming from the 3 
root words:  

  ,’kol – Strong’s H3606 meaning, ‘whole, all, entire, every, continually כֹּל (1

 ḥeḏer – Strong’s H2315 which means, ‘chamber, room, bedroom, innermost parts, inner ֶחֶדר (2

room’, and comes from the root word  ָרח דַׁ  ḥaḏar – Strong’s H2314 which means, ‘to surround, 

enclose’, and  

 .’bethen – Strong’s H990 which means, ‘belly, body, womb, stomach, inward parts ֶבֶטן (3

The Hebrew root word ֶחֶדר ḥeḏer – Strong’s H2315 is mainly used to describe a room where people 

can find privacy, and is also the place where one does evil in secret!  
This word is used four times figuratively, in reference to ‘the chambers (or inner rooms) of the belly’. 

The basic meaning of the root word  ֶֶטןב  bethen – Strong’s H990 is simply ‘interior’ and in Hebrew it 

denotes the ‘lower abdomen’.  
It can refer to a woman’s womb, or to the stomach, or be used in a figurative sense to express man’s 
physical nature. It is used several times in Scripture to express the deepest recesses of the person, 
and/or the seat of the desires. 
 

Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 2:11 “For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the 
spirit of the man that is in him? So also, the thoughts of Elohim no one has known, except the Spirit of 
Elohim.” 
 

What Shelomoh is clearly teaching us here, in this parable, is that nothing can be hidden from  הוהי , for 

He knows our thoughts and intentions, our desires and motives!  
He searches and tests us to know what is in us! 
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Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 17:9-10 “The heart is crooked above all, and desperately sick – who shall know 

it? 10 “I, יהוה, search the heart, I try the kidneys, and give every man according to his ways, according 

to the fruit of his deeds.”  
 

Verse 28: 
“Loving-commitment and truth watch over the sovereign, and he shall 
support his throne by loving-commitment.” 
 

The Hebrew word for ‘loving-commitment’ is ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ – Strong’s H2617 and means, ‘goodness, 

kindness, deeds of devotion, faithfulness’, and the word translated as ‘truth’ is ֱאֶמת emeth – Strong’s 

H571 which means, ‘truth, firmness, faithfulness’, as already discussed in verse 6. 

This word ֱאֶמת emeth – Strong’s H571 carries an underlying sense of certainty and dependability – and 

we know that The Word of יהוה is truth: 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:142 “Your righteousness is righteousness forever, and Your Torah is truth.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:151 “You are near, O יהוה, and all Your commands are truth.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:160 “The sum of Your word is truth, and all Your righteous right-rulings are 
forever.” 
 
In the ancient pictographic symbols of this word, we are given a greater insight in understanding how 

  !Messiah is THE TRUTH יהושע

This word - ֱאֶמת emeth – Strong’s H571, in the ancient script, look like this: 

 
 

Aleph –  ֱא 

The ancient script has this letter as and is pictured as ‘the head of an ox’, and represents 
‘strength’, meaning ‘muscle’ as the ox is the strongest of the livestock animals. This also carries the 
meaning of ‘yoke’, as an ox is placed in a yoke in order to plough or pull a heavy load in the right 

direction. This can also picture for us the ‘red heifer’ sacrifice that יהושע Messiah fulfilled! 

 

Mem –  ֶמ 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as ‘water’, and also carries the meaning of 
‘chaos’ (from the storms of the sea) and can also picture that which is mighty or massive as well as the 
unknown. We are also able to understand this letter as representing the nations, for the nations are 
often likened to the seas in Scripture. 
 

Taw –  ת 

The ancient script has this letter as which is pictured as two crossed sticks, and can represent for us 
‘seal, covenant, mark or sign’; as this once again points to the complete work of Messiah in the renewal 
of the Covenant in His Blood that brings the two Houses of Yisra’ĕl and Yehuḏah together in Him, as 
One, for He is not only the ‘aleph’, but is also the ‘taw’ – the beginning and the end of all creation! 
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As we consider these letters, in describing Messiah as being the TRUTH, we are able to clearly see that it 
is by His strength and might that He has passed through the waters, in order to secure for us His 
Covenants of Promise!  
Messiah is the Aleph and the Taw – the first and the last, who came from above (passing through the 
waters of the heavens and the earth) in order to redeem us according to His Word! 
He is the Truth and His Word does not return empty!  
His Word is Truth and His Word leads us in His Truth. His Word lights our WAY and as we walk in Him by 
walking in His Word, we are assured that our feet are on His solid path! 
 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:3 “Let not loving-commitment and truth forsake you – bind them around your 
neck, write them on the tablet of your heart” 
Loving-commitment and truth! These are two very powerful words that are often neglected to be 
carefully considered by so many wanna-be believers, who think that they can do whatever they want 
and still claim that they love Elohim. 
Loving-commitment and truth watch over the sovereign and by loving-commitment, his throne is 
supported!  
This is the sure reason why loving-commitment and truth must never be forsaken! 

When a true servant who fears יהוה serves in perfection and in truth, then the putting away of the 

falsehood that had been inherited from the past is done with urgency and without hesitation!!!   
And in order to do that, we need to recognise that loving-commitment and truth must go hand in hand! 
In fact, when we look a little closer at the word for ‘loving-commitment, in the Hebrew, we are able to 
clearly see that true loving-commitment is and can only be connected with the pure truth of the Word! 
This clear and wise instruction, given in Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:3, to not let loving-commitment and truth 
forsake you, is vital in realising that they go hand in hand; for we are able to realise that loving-
commitment without truth can quickly degenerate into sentimentalism, and truth without loving-
commitment can calcify into legalism. 
 
For more on ‘loving-commitment’ please see sermon notes on the message called, ‘A WARNING 
AGAINST THE WICKEDNESS OF WORTHLESSNESS!’ under the sermons 2019/2020 menu on our site: 
https://atfotc.com or go to the following link: 
https://atfotc.com/a-warning-against-the-wickedness-of-worthlessness-jeremiah-2/ 
 
The Hebrew word that is translated here in Mishlĕ/Proverbs 20:28 as ‘watch over’ comes from the root 

word  ר  natsar – Strong’s H5341 which means, ‘to keep watch, guard, preserve’ and a derivative of ָנצַׁ

this word is the root word ֵנֶצר netser – Strong’s H5342 which means, ‘Branch, a sprout, descendant’ 

which is used as a reference to Messiah: 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 11:1 “And a Rod shall come forth from the stump of Yishai, and a Sprout from his 
roots shall bear fruit.” 

As ‘branches’ of THE VINE, we are ‘watched over’ by יהוה, and equipped to bear much fruit: 

Yoḥanan/John 15:4 “Stay in Me, and I stay in you. As the branch is unable to bear fruit of itself, 
unless it stays in the vine, so neither you, unless you stay in Me.” 
Being ‘watched over’ must cause us to ‘watch over’ that which we have been entrusted with, and that is 
His Torah that He has written upon our hearts! 
 
The throne of the sovereign is supported by loving-commitment and the Hebrew word that is translated 

as ‘support’ is ד  sa’aḏ – Strong’s H5582 which means, ‘to support, sustain, uphold, stay’, and is ָסעַׁ

used in speaking of Messiah who establishes His reign: 

https://atfotc.com/
https://atfotc.com/a-warning-against-the-wickedness-of-worthlessness-jeremiah-2/
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Yeshayahu/Isaiah 9:6-7 “For a Child shall be born unto us, a Son shall be given unto us, and the rule is 
on His shoulder. And His Name is called Wonder, Counsellor, Strong Ěl, Father of Continuity, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of His rule and peace there is no end, upon the throne of Dawiḏ and over His 
reign, to establish it and sustain it with right-ruling and with righteousness from now on, even 

forever. The ardour of יהוה of hosts does this.” 

Dawiḏ says in: 
Tehillah/Psalm 119:117 “Sustain me, that I might be saved, and always look to Your laws.” 
As we make sure that loving-commitment and truth are not forsaken we shall be sustained in our 
Master whose throne is established forever. 
 
When we understand the depth and power of the loving-commitment of Elohim that He extends to His 
called out and chosen Bride and recognise that He remains lovingly-committed to His Covenants of 
promise we are further equipped to being steadfast in being lovingly-committed to walking in truth and 
making sure we stay in Him, as we guard His Word and walk in His Torah. 
 

In the ancient pictographic script, the Hebrew word for ‘loving-commitment’ - ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ – Strong’s 

H2617, looks like this: 

 
Ḥet –  ֶח: 

The ancient script has this letter as  which is a ‘tent wall’, and carries a meaning of ‘SEPARATION’, 
as a tent wall separates two halves of the tent; or it can also reflect the outside walls that separate the 
people inside from that which is outside and so can also symbolise protection and security to those 
inside, while picturing a cutting off of those who are outside.  
Hence this letter can mean ‘established, secure’ as well as ‘cut off, separated from’.  
As a tent wall we are also able to recognise the picture of stones being built up to make a complete wall, 
having been separated from the world and built up in the master! 
 

Samek -  ֶס: 

The ancient script has this letter pictured as , which is ‘a thorn’ and has the meanings of ‘pierce 
and sharp’ and can also carry the meaning of ‘a shield’, as thorn bushes were used by shepherds to 
build a wall to enclose their flocks in the night against the attack of predators.  
Another meaning would be ‘to grab hold of’ as a thorn is a seed that clings to hair and clothing.  
The Word of Elohim is sharper than a doubled edged sword and when we find that we do not grab hold 
of His word and allow His Word to be our shield of faith, we may find ourselves being pierced through 
with sin and compromise!  
Our praise we have for our Master is that ‘in Him’ we are upheld forever, for He is the shield of our Help, 
as He Himself took the crown of thorns upon His head, bearing our sin and shame that we may be found 
to be shielded in Him! It can also give a meaning of ‘turning’, for it is the thorn that turns us away from 
danger and to that which is secure. 
 

Dalet –  ד: 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is pictured as a ‘tent door’.  



82 
 

It can also have the meaning of ‘a back and forth movement’, as one goes back and forth through a tent 
door, and so speaks of an access point. It can also carry the meaning of ‘dangle’ or hanging as the tent 
door would hang from the roof pole of the tent. It speaks a great deal in terms of understanding the 
door of the tent of appointment as the only means of access. 
 
When we look at this word for ‘loving-commitment’, in the pictographic form, we are able to recognise 
and see how protected the lovingly-committed ones of Elohim are.  
For those who have been separated and grab hold of His commands are shielded in the loving-
commitment of our Mighty Redeemer and King, who is the Door, giving the lovingly-committed the firm 
assurance of expectation in entering into His Reign. 
 

When understanding ֶחֶסד ḤESEḎ in these ancient pictographic letters we are able to clearly see that 

the boundaries for the way in which we are to live have been established and the entrance to walking in 

 - ḤESEḎ (loving-commitment) is by our coming to the Door – that is our Master and Saviour ֶחֶסד 

 !Messiah יהושע

 

WE AS LIVING STONES ARE TO GRAB HOLD OF AND CLING TO THE DOOR! 
 
The commands that are to be written upon the doorposts, are there to remind us that we are to submit 
to the rules of the House and remember that His rules He has written upon the tablets of our hearts!  

And as we recall to mind the ֶחֶסד ḤESEḎ of יהוה, we can be comforted and encouraged to remain 

lovingly-committed to walking in and guarding His Covenant with us, unhindered by the vain threats and 
ridicule of others! 
 

The importance of  ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ is vital for us to understand; as we see that those who hear, guard and 

do the commands of Elohim grow in wisdom and understand the loving-commitment of יהוה: 

Tehillah/Psalm 107:43 “Who is wise? Then let him observe these matters! Let them understand the 

loving-commitment of יהוה.” 

 
For more on ‘loving-commitment’, please see sermon notes on the message called, ‘A WARNING 
AGAINST THE WICKEDNESS OF WORTHLESSNESS!’ under the sermons 2019/2020 menu from our site: 
https://atfotc.com or go to the following link: 
https://atfotc.com/a-warning-against-the-wickedness-of-worthlessness-jeremiah-2/ 
 

Verse 29: 
“The comeliness of young men is their strength, and the splendour of old 
men is their grey hair.” 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘comeliness’ is ָאָרה  ,tipharah – Strong’s H8597 which means ִּתפְׁ

‘beauty, adornment, splendour’ which is used to describe what the garments of Aharon and his sons 
were to be made for, as a reflection of the character of Elohim by which He is described, and to which 
we are to ascribe the splendour of His Name which is to be upon us as set-apart children of the Most 
High.  
We are to be adorned by the beauty of the Word that strengthens us! 

https://atfotc.com/
https://atfotc.com/a-warning-against-the-wickedness-of-worthlessness-jeremiah-2/
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The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘young men’ is חּוִרים  baḥuriym – which is the plural of the בַׁ

root the word ָבחּור baḥur – Strong’s H970 which means, ‘young man, choice, vigorous men’, and 

comes from the root word ר  ,baḥar – Strong’s H977 and means, ‘to choose, choicest, selected ָבחַׁ

preferred’, and this word is used to express that choosing which has ultimate and eternal significance.  
 

We see in Scripture how יהוה chooses a people, certain tribes, specific individuals, and a place for His 

Name; and in all these cases service and obedience is at the heart of the choosing.  

Thus, יהוה chose Yisra’ĕl to be set-apart and thereby to serve as His witness among the nations.  

His choosing us has eternal significance!!!  
His choice is forever!!!  
The expected response of the chosen is ‘loving obedience’ and ‘complete commitment’ in an 
uncompromised service to the One who has chosen us! 
Yoḥanan/John 15:16 “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in My Name He 
might give you.” 

 makes it very clear to us here in Yoḥanan/John 15 that we did not choose Him, but He chose us יהושע

– and our acceptance to His choosing implies that we understand and acknowledge our needed 
response, which is to obey, and in doing so we relinquish and forfeit all ‘choice for self’ – simply because 
we accept our choosing and realise that we are no longer our own, but rather belong to Him who has 
purchased us with His own Blood – hence we are called The Chosen! 

The Hebrew word that is used here in this parable for ‘strength’ is  ַׁח  ko‘aḥ - Strong’s H3581 which כֹּ

means, ‘power, might i.e. the potential to exert force in performing some function; physical strength; 
virility; power and ability to do that which on is capable to perform’. 
In other words, this word speaks of one’s ability to be firm and do what is required! 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 24:5 “Mighty is the wise in strength, and a man of knowledge strengthens power” 
Knowledge and wisdom of Elohim increases our power or strength to do what is required! 
Being adorned in righteousness as a true chosen and called out Bride is our strength! 
 
In this parable, Shelomoh is contrasting between the most admirable qualities of people, when they are 
young and when they are old.  
The strength and vigor of a man in his prime and the splendour of the wisdom of the older ones who 
have gained valuable life experience! 

The Hebrew word for ‘splendour’ comes from the root word  ָָדרה  haḏar – Strong’s H1926 which 

means, ‘an ornament, honour, splendour, array’. 

The Hebrew word for ‘old’ coms from the primitive root verb ָזֵקן zaqen – Strong’s H2204 which means, 

‘to be or become old, grow old’, from which we get the noun ָזָקן zaqan – Strong’s H2206 which means, 

‘beard, chin’.  
This makes sense as we know that a male only begins to grow a beard when gets older! 

The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘grey hair’ is  ָהֵשיב  seyḇah – Strong’s H7872 which means, 

‘hairy head, grey hairs, old age’. 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 16:31 “Grey hair is a crown of adorning, it is found in the way of righteousness.” 
Grey hair is very much linked to the picture of wisdom, through age, in Scripture, but it also can picture 
for us a decline in physical health – a picture of one’s life that is nearing its end, as Ya’aqoḇ said to 
Yosĕph’s brothers, that if any harm came to Yosĕph that they would bring down his grey hair with evil 
to the grave!  
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There are some who say that there is scientific proof that stress can induce the turning of one’s hair 
grey. Whether that is true or not, grey hairs can represent wisdom, but also can be a picture for us of 
one having not used the wisdom they ought to have acquired, by displaying foolishness in their actions, 
when they should know better. 
In a clear rebuke given to Ephrayim (symbolic ally referring to the House of Yisra’ĕl), we see in 
Hoshěa/Hosea 7:9 that grey hairs were sprinkled on them, yet they did not know it! 
Hoshěa/Hosea 7:9 “Strangers have devoured his strength, but he does not know it. Grey hairs are also 
sprinkled on him, and he does not know it.” 
Their strength was sapped by strangers – a stranger, in Scripture, often speaks of those who are 
foreigners to the Covenants of Promise – those who do not walk according to the Truth.  
Ephesians tells us that we who were once far off and foreigners to the Covenants of Promise have been 
brought near by the Blood of Messiah.  
Strangers can become as native born – through the Blood of Messiah and then live according to the 

Torah – walking in the Living Torah -  הושעי  Messiah!  

But here, it says the strangers have sapped their strength – in other words, those who do not walk in the 
Torah and are not of Elohim, can easily drain the strength out of a believer, if allowed to.  
Ephrayim had corrupted themselves, by following pagan ways and, as a result, were paying for it by 
being sucked dry –to the point where the analogy of grey hairs is used here.  
They had grey hairs and didn’t even know it!   
As we said earlier, that grey hair is often referred to as a picture of wisdom and so, here it is saying that 
Ephrayim had or rather were supposed to have the wisdom of Elohim, yet they didn’t even know it, as 
they were so steeped in falsified worship programs, that were killing them.  
Today we see this sad picture, in many who have sincerely been going along in adhering to countless 
man-made formulas of worship, be it in Christianity or Rabbinical Judaism and they earnestly believe 
that they are in fact walking in righteousness, yet do not even realise that they have been hoodwinked 
by Satan! 
 
From Hoshěa/Hosea 7 we are able to see some of the grey hairs of Ephrayim that needed to be dealt 
with: 
A – GREY HAIR OF FALSEHOOD (V2) 
When some grow cold, spiritually speaking, and lack perseverance, through the trials of life that are 
designed to strengthen them and build character in them, they will do whatever it takes to ‘keep up the 
appearance’ that all is still ok!  
It is like trying to colour away the grey hairs and feel better about themselves – you can colour all you 
want – all you have is grey hair that has been coloured.  
They may even say aměn when they are walking right with Elohim, yet will give a louder aměn when they 
are not right with Elohim, trying to profess that they are ok and walking right. 
Titos/Titus 1:16 “They profess to know Elohim, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, and 
disobedient, and unfit for any good work.” 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 15:8-9 “This people draw near to Me with their mouth, and respect Me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from Me. 9 but in vain do they worship Me, teaching as teachings the 
commands of men.” 
Falsehood must be plucked out – it cannot be coloured away! 
 
B – GREY HAIR OF ADULTERY (V4) 
They were adulterers – they followed after idols and worshipped other false deities – this was the 
spiritual adultery that got them divorced.  

Adultery and idolatry are still very rife today – as people put the world and its ways before יהוה. 
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Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 2:15 “Do not love the world nor that which is in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 53:6 “We all, like sheep, went astray, each one of us has turned to his own way. 

And יהוה has laid on Him the crookedness of us all.”  

People always want to go their own way!!! 
Ya’aqoḇ/James 4:4 “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with Elohim? Whoever therefore intends to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy 
of Elohim.” 
Like many today Ephrayim by befriending the world was making themselves an enemy of Elohim. 
Grey hair of love for the world must be plucked out! 
 
C – GREY HAIR OF PRAYERLESSNESS (V7) 
“Not one among them calls on Me.” 
They had forsaken Him and forgotten His Name!  

Today, most do not even call upon יהוה – they may be calling upon false titles and names – that is not 

calling upon Him – He has a Name and most do not even know it!  
Therefore, these people are prayerless, and even when they do know His Name, they rather recite 
ready-made prayers that have been constructed by man, as a means to pray.  

In Luqas/Luke 11:1 the disciples asked יהושע to teach them ‘to’ pray, not ‘how’ to pray – but ‘to’ pray 

– I guess that perhaps they too were sick of the vain repetitions that they were taught and instructed to 
do by the Pharisees!  
Messiah gave them a model – He did not give another recital, but a model of how one can truly pray to 
The Father and speak from the heart. Repetitions and recitals become a yoke, if one is not careful, and it 
can lead them to having a prayerless life, even whilst they rhyme off many scripted words!  

We are to pray without ceasing and give thanks in all things – may we truly call upon the Name of יהוה 
and enjoy a pray-filled life.  
How is your prayer life?  
Has a grey hair of prayerlessness been sprouting?  
Pluck it out! 
 
D – GREY HAIR OF WEAKNESS (V9) 
As I said, strangers had devoured their strength.  
We are to feed on Him – feed on His Word – our daily Bread that strengthens us.  
‘Strangers’ are those things that we often find ourselves feeding on, thinking that they are good for us, 
yet are not of Him and bring only further confusion and blindness, and this include oral torah’s and 
traditions and dogmas that can so easily appear as bread, yet it is like eating that bread that is only half 
baked or burnt on one side and raw on the other – it is not good for you and is not the Truth!  
False Bread will weaken you, whilst you think you are getting your fill – it will drain you of your strength 
and you will not be able to recognise or discern or rightly divide the Truth!  
 

We are to be bearing fruit and to do that we must remain or stay in יהושע, the vine – we are only 

branches and without the Vine we can do nothing – and so, we are to find our strength in Him Alone – 
Do not add or take away from that which He has given us, if you do – you will find many grey hairs of 
weakness coming up! 
 
E – GREY HAIR OF FORMALISM (V11) 
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As we saw how the dove was described here as simple and was therefore deceived into following 
formalism – that is a picture of following a program or man-constructed means of prescribed worship – 
which may go to great length in having the appearance of something that seems to be great, yet it is 
clearly lacking the very power of Elohim.  
Many are sucked into following patterns of the world, as it looks as though it works – there is One way – 
walk in Messiah – The Living Torah! 
 
F – GREY HAIR OF REBELLION (V13-14) 
Ephrayim, like many today, strayed from the Truth and transgressed against Him and spoke falsehood 

against Him! They have the wrong heart attitude and speak twisted truth, speaking things that יהוה did 

not say and speaking them as though He did – that is rebellion and witchcraft! 
 
It is time for the healing of Ephrayim to take place and this will require a removal of those ugly grey hairs 
of destruction and spiritual decline, so that they true grey hairs of wisdom can be a beautiful crown 
upon our heads.  
How? By looking in the mirror – the mirror of His Word – each and every day, and allowing ourselves to 
be turned over and cooked on the other side, as we allow the testing of our faith to bring great results – 
even when the heat is turned up – as we need to be made into that Good Bread presented as acceptable 

unto  יהוה! 

 

Verse 30: 
“The blows that wound cleanse away evil, and strokes the inner parts of the 
heart.” 
 
This parable highlights the effects of physical punishment, which is good for getting rid of moral sin. 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘blows’ is רֹות בֻּ ָרה ḥabburoth’ which is from the word‘ – חַׁ בֻּ  חַׁ
ḥabburah – Strong’s H2250 which means, ‘a stripe, blow, bruise, scourging, striking, wounds’, and 

comes from the primitive root word ר  ,ḥabar – Strong’s H2266 which means, ‘to unite, be joined ָחבַׁ

alliance made, allied, attached’. 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated here as ‘wound’ comes from the root word ע  petsa – Strong’s ֶפצַׁ

H6482 which means, ‘a bruise, wound’, and this comes from the root verb ע  patsa – Strong’s H6481 ָפצַׁ

which means, ‘to bruise, wound by bruising, wound by crushing, emasculate’.    

In a Psalm of Dawiḏ, we see the word ָרה בֻּ  ḥabburah – Strong’s H2250 being used, as he expresses חַׁ

the effect of the wounds that he had received, because of his crookedness and folly: 
Tehillah/Psalm 38:5 “My wounds have become stinky, festering because of my folly.”  
 
In Yeshayahu, we are given a wonderful promise of how it is by the ‘stripes’ of Messiah that we are 

healed, as the word  ֻּב ָרהחַׁ  ḥabburah – Strong’s H2250 is translated as ‘stripes’, in: 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 53:5 “But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
crookednesses. The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” 
While we acknowledge and rejoice in the cleansing that the blood of Messiah brings to us and that by 
His stripes that he took for us we are healed we also recognise that when we receive a ‘bruising’ for our 
folly we recognise that it is for our good, for the Master disciplines those He loves, and Shelomoh tells us 
that wounds from a friend are true: 
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Mishlĕ/Proverbs 27:6 “The wounds of a friend are true, but the kisses of an enemy are profuse.” 

In this verse, the Hebrew word  ֶעפ צַׁ  petsa – Strong’s H6482 is used and is translated as ‘wounds’.  

The Hebrew word that is used here for ‘friend’ comes from the root word ָאֵהב aheḇ - Strong’s H157 

which means, ‘to love, show your love’ and is an expression of choice in action, rather than just an 
emotional feeling!  
This highlights the truth of how much He loves us and how He disciplines those He loves! 
Ḥazon/Revelation 3:19 “As many as I love, I reprove and discipline. So be ardent and repent.” 
 
The discipline of Elohim, that may often bruise us, is good for us, as it cleanses away evil, causing one to 
endure the discipline and repent, turning away from all evil. 
 

The Hebrew word that is translated here as ‘cleanse’ is ק  maraq – Strong’s H4838 which means, ‘to ָמרַׁ

scour, polish, be scoured’.  
In Wayyiqra/Leviticus 6:25-30 we are given the Torah of the sin offering and in verse 28 we are told 
that if the sin offering is cooked in a bronze pot, then it must be ‘scoured’ and rinsed in water, and if it 
was cooked in an earthen vessel, then it was to be broken!  
Let us consider these for a moment: 
Qorintiyim Bět /2 Corinthians 4:7-10 “And we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the 
excellence of the power might be of Elohim, and not of us – 8 being hard pressed on every side, but 
not crushed; being perplexed, but not in despair; 9 being persecuted, but not forsaken; being thrown 

down, but not destroyed; 10 always bearing about in the body the dying of the Master יהושע, that 

the life of עיהוש  might also be manifested in our body.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 103:14 “For He knows how we are made; He remembers that we are dust.” 

  !remembers that we are dust יהוה

We are earthen vessels and we are to guard the treasure of His Word; despite the pressure and 
persecutions that we may face and our ability to not be crushed or destroyed, by these pressures from 
the world, is made possible as we remain steadfast in walking in His Torah, as we follow Messiah in 
every way!  
However, when we find that we have ‘missed the mark’, we do have an advocate, a High Priest, who 
intercedes for us and when we come and confess our sins, He is faithful and just to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness!  
 
This is the picture of our clay vessels being broken and also pictures for us ‘losing our life’, as we humbly 
surrender before Him and seeing how we are preserved in Him: 
Luqas/Luke 20:18 “Everyone who falls on that stone shall be broken, but on whomever it falls, he shall 
be pulverised.” 
Tehillah/Psalm 51:17 “The slaughterings of Elohim are a broken spirit, a heart broken and crushed, O 
Elohim, these You do not despise.” 

Dawiḏ understood how to draw close and confess and bring his ‘sin offering’ to והיה , and yes, we may 

be broken – in fact, we will be broken, as our sin is confessed before our Maker; and all praise to Him, 
the Potter, who picks up our broken pieces and shapes us again, to once again hold His treasures – 
through the Body and Blood of Messiah! 
When we are ‘broken’ or smashed before Him, because of our sin, He takes up the ‘dust’ of our 
brokenness and once again ‘reshapes’ us, having our impurities removed! 
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The bronze pot being scoured and washed, is also a picture of how His word ‘cleanses us’ – and it is 
sometimes a little, or very, painful and as the scouring brush of His sharp Word scrapes away the 
impurities of our sin, we must allow the washing of the Word to cause us to be humble and not be stiff 
necked in any way.  
The result of the sin offering, should be that the flesh is “broken” and that we do not pick up the pieces 
of our sin and do it all over again!  
If the offering (repentance and confession) does not break you, then it has not been done well enough, 
as the sin should be destroyed and washed away! 
 
The wounding blows of discipline ‘strokes’ the inner parts of the heart.  

The Hebrew word that is translated here as ‘blows’ comes from the root word ֶכה  makkeh – Strong’s מַׁ

H4347 which means, ‘a blow, wound, slaughter, crushed, inflicted, strokes, beating, scourging’, and 

comes from the root verb ָנָכה naḵah – Strong’s H5221 which means, ‘strike, make physical contact 

with a blow, cause the destruction of an object, strike with the mouth of the sword, kill’. 

The ‘inner most parts of the heart’ is written the same as we see in verse 27 – ֵרי ־בָ ֶטן דְׁ -ḥaḏrey‘ – חַׁ

ḇathen’.  
The Hebrew word for ‘heart’ is not used here, yet the translation that renders the inner most parts of 
the heart, simply reflects the inner most parts of the faculties of man! 
The loving discipline of Elohim that bruises cleanses away the evil, and drives it far from our hearts! 
Mishlĕ/proverbs 22:15 “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of discipline drives it far from 
him.” 
As called out and chosen children of the Most-High, we have the blessing of a Father who loves us and 
cleanses our heart from all evil.  
Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 12:4-11 “You have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 5 And you have 

forgotten the appeal which speaks to you as to sons, “My son, do not despise the discipline of יהוה, 

nor faint when you are reproved by Him, 6 for whom יהוה loves, He disciplines, and flogs every son 

whom He receives.” 7 If you endure discipline, Elohim is treating you as sons. For what son is there 
whom a father does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have become 
sharers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Moreover, we indeed had fathers of our flesh 
disciplining us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, 
and live? 10 For they indeed disciplined us for a few days as seemed best to them, but He does it for 
our profit, so that we might share His apartness. 11 And indeed, no discipline seems pleasant at the 
time, but grievous, but afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it.” 
 
What becomes very clear here, in Shelomoh’s parable, is that blows and wounds have an effect on the 
innermost parts of a being, and while we may not receive a physical blow or wound, the rod of discipline 
certainly can bruise us and wound us internally, in order to bring about a change.  
Sometimes, when pride has set in, the discipline of Elohim may bruise a person’s ego, yet if responded 
to correctly, then humility is the fruit that is produced, through the enduring of discipline. 
What we need to learn from this parable of Shelomoh, is that we must not despise the discipline of 
Elohim, for that would not be good for us at all.  
Many people today get extremely offended, when they are disciplined by the Word of Elohim and as a 
result they become like a walled up city that is impregnable and shuts everyone out, instead of allowing 
the needed discipline to bring about the peaceable fruit of righteousness. 
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As we consider these powerful collection of great parables that Shelomoh gives us, here in 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 20, may we take heed to not be given over to drunkenness, slothfulness and a 
contentious spirit, but rather be found to be guarding true loving-commitment and truth, allowing the 
much-needed discipline of our Lovingly committed Elohim and Saviour to teach us, lead us and train us 
in righteousness, in order that we be competent ambassadors of His coming reign! 
 

 lift up יהוה ;make His face shine upon you and show you favour יהוה ;bless you and guard you יהוה

His face to you and give you Shalom! 
 
   
 
 
 
 


